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Io all whom it may concerns

Be it known that I, JAMES J. JORDAN, of

New York, in the county of New York, in the
State of New York, have invented new and

5 useful Improvementsin Shoes, of which the

- following, taken in connection with the accom-

10

- article of foot-wear may be readily applied to |

panying drawings, is a full, clear, and exact
description. | |

_ My invention has for its object the produc-
tion of an improved shoe or article of foot-
wear provided with a top portion made pref-

~erably in one piece and provided with novel

fastening means, whereby the shoe or other

the foot of the wearer and secured to the ankle
Wwith great ease and firmness without using but-
ton-hooks, laces, or other fastening means usu-
ally employed for this purpose ; and to this

-end the invention consists in a shoe or other

article of foot-wear having the top portion
formed preferably in one piece open at the
rear, and provided with a tongue to facilitate
the application of the shoe to the foot of the
wearer, and also with fastening means, as here-
1nafter desecribed. R | -

1t consists, also, of a shoe or other article of
foot-wear provided with a vertical opening in
the rear combined with means for closing the
same, all as hereinafter fully described, and
pointed out in the claims. .

In specifying my invention reference is had

totheaccompanying drawings, wherein like let-

- ters of reference indicate corresponding parts
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in all the views.

_Figure 1 1s a rear view of the shoe provided
with my invention, the vertical opening in the
rear thereof being open for the purpose of illus-
trating the general construction of the parts.

Fig. 2 shows a rear view of the shoe with the

improvement applied thereto, the rear open-

1ng being closed and the leather broken away

to show the vertical fastening-stays and their
connection to the metal plate secured to the
counter of the shoe. Fig. 3 shows an enlarged
detached detail of the blanks forming the ver-
tical stay-pieces for the fastening devices se-
cured in the meeting edges of the shoe.
4 is an enlarged detached detail of the fasten-
ing means. Fig. 5 isa detached sectional view

of the meeting edges of the top portion of the

~shoe, showing the fastening clasp and stud in
position. Fig. 6 shows an enlarged detached

]

| view, partly in section, of the clasp~plate and

fastening-stud; and Fig. 7 shows a view of the
shoe provided with a tongue of leather secured
to the counter and serving the double purpose
of closing the opening and as a means for draw-
ing the shoe onto the foot of the wearer.

- A represents a shoe or other article of foot-
wear, in which U is the upper portion, C the
counter, and H the heel. The top portion, U,
1s made preferably in one piece, with an open-

ing preferably in the rear, as shown in Figs. 1

and 2, to admit of the shoe being readily ap-
plied to the foot of the wearer.

T is the tongue, lasted in the shoe and se-

cured to the counter to give it a firm hold,
serving the double purpose of closing the open-
ing in the rear of the shoe and to aid in draw-
ing the shoe onto the foot of the wearer.

The improved fastening means consist, es-
sentially, of a plate, a, Figs. 1, 2, and 4, made

Ppreferably of sheet metal and provided with

pins ¢’ a’, Figs. 2 and 4, said plate of metal
being secured to the counter of the shoe or
other article of foot-wear, as best illustrated
in Figs.1 and 2. It will be observed that the

said plate @ is secured in the counter C at a

point immediately below the vertical opening

In the top portion, U, and into the meeting

edges of the said top portion, U, I place the

| adjusting vertical stays & 0 o’ ¥, the said stays

being constructed, preferably, of spring metal
and of the form best shown in Ifigs. 3 and 4,
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in which the blank &, with the side extensions, 8

b* b*, are bent over the stay %', as shown in the
lower part of said Fig. 3, and forming loopsin
which the stay &’ slides vertically as the top

| portion bends under the action of the foot of
the wearer in walking. The portion ' of the go

Fig. |

vertical stays is Pprovided abt its upper ex-

tremity with the extensions °?*, Fig. 3, which

form a stop, limiting the vertical play of the
portion &' in the loops &* of the portiond when
the said vertical stay, composed of the por-
tlons b &', is secured in the meeting edges of
the top portion, U. ”‘

It will be observed that the fabric of the top

portion, U, is turned in and stitched so as to

form a hem, inte which the vertical stays are

slipped, and the lower exiremity of the por-

tion b of the stay is riveted onto the plate a by
means of the pins ¢’ ¢/, asshown in Fig. 4, and

‘said pins e’ @ constitute pivots upon which
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-  spread to insert the foot of the wearer.

Secured to or near the top of the vertical

 stays b b, on the exterior of the top portion, is

a clasp-plate, ¢, provided with aseriesof holes

~or perforations, which fit over a spring-stud,

d, secured at or near the top of the opposite

 meeting edge of the top portion, T, on themetal

stays secur ed therein. |
The object of the fastening devmes just-de-

- seribed 1s to form a substitute for the me-

tallic lacing devices, buttons, and ordinary

- shoe-laces heretofore employed for the pur-

.15

pose of securing the shoe or other artiele of
foot-wear to the foot, and the described de-

- vices forming my improved fastening means

. accomplish this desirable result, and furnish

means whereby the shoe may be readily ap-

L plied to the foot and secured firmly to the foot

and ankle without the aid of auxiliary appli-
ances and form a very desnable dewce for the'

: purpose intended.

The tongue T, as plevmus]y stated, 1slasted

‘in the shoe and secured to the eounter in the
“interior of the top portion at the lower part
-~ of the opening formed at the meecting edges of |

the top portion, and is of suitable dimensions

to close the said opening and at the same time

- suificiently strong to afford efficient means for

aiding to draw on the shoe, as hereinbefore

Stated |
The opelatlon of the fastemnn* means w111

 be readily understood upon reference to the
- drawings and the consuie:atlon of the fmerro

-3

ing descuptlon
The shoeis drawn onto the foot ofthe wearer

: by means of the strap secured to the top por-
- tlon of the shoe, and the tongue I and the

45
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meeting edges are brought together and the
clasp-plate ¢ secured over the spring-stud d.

It will be seen that the two meeting edges
can be almost instantly connected, with as
much strain as desirable to the comfort of the
wearer, and all of the desirable results or ad-
vantages of lacing are secured while the parts
are free to the movement of the foot, and the
fastening means are simple, compact, and not
liable to get out of order, and my invention
producesa very desirableand comfortable arti-
cle of foot-wear.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what T claim as lnew, and deswe to secure by
Letters Patent, 15—

1

“the vertical stays turn when the top portion IS |

|

K

'

shoe promded with a vertical opening in the
rear of said shoe, and a tongue, I, for the

tion 0%, take-up plate ¢, and stud 4, all sub-

381,929

1. In a shoe provided with a vertical open-
ing, two flexible metal stays, each composed 55
of two parts adapted to slide one upon the

other, said stays being pivoted at their lower
ends to the plate a and provided at their up-

per ends with suitable fastening devices, said
stays being sewed or otherwise secured within 60

the leather of the shoe at said opening, sub-

stantially as descrlbed and showu for the pur--

pose set forth.
2. In a shoe- fastemnﬂ' dewce the flttachmg-

'pla,te a, to which 18 pwoted the lower ends of 63 '
the two-part flat metal stays, the parts of both

of which are adapted to sll(]e upon each other

to compensate for the bending of the shoe in.

walking, when used in. comblmtlon with a
70

double purpose of assisting In closnw said

opening and in drawing on the shoe, substan

tially as described and shown.

3. In a shoe of the class deser 1.bed the com- 75

bination of the two-part flexible btays Dband '

b" I, adapted to slide freely upon each other,

piv oted at their lower ends to the plate « and |
provided at their upper ends with the multi- .
ple take-up plate ¢ and spring-stud d, substan- £o -
tially as described. |

4, In a shoe of the class helun descnbed R
plOVIded with a vertical opening in the rear. - -
thereof, the combination of stays secured
within the folds of the meeting edges of said
opening, adapted to yield to the motion of the
foot of the wearer, onc of said staysbeing pro-.

vided with side extensions adapted to fold

over and envelop the other stay, the projec-

Stanblally as and for the purpose set forth.

5. The combination of the flab metal stays b
v, provided with extensions 0% projection &7,
said stays being pivoted to the plate «, and
provided with claﬁsp ¢ and spring-stud d, sub-
stantially as described and shown.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto signed
my name, in the presence of two attesting wit-
nesses,at Syracuse,in the county of Onondaga,
in the State of New York, this 30th day of No- 100
vember, 13306.

JAMES J. JORDAN.,

Witnesses:
FREDERICK H. GIBBS,
E. C. CANNON.
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