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To all whom it may concerr: :
Be 1t known that I, JARRETT M. KEITH, 3
citizen of the United States, residing at Green-
- ville, in the county of Greenville and State of
South Carolina, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Mail - Bag Catchers, of
which the following is a specification. |
The invention pertains to improvements in
mmall-bag catchers, having for its object to ex-
pedite the adjustment or reversal of the hook
or catcher proper,according to the direction in
which the train may be moving: and it con-
sists, primarily, in rendering the hook or
catcher proper movable bodily from side to
side of the door-opening,andinthe reversibility
of the hook or eatcher proper; and it consists,
secondarily, in the means for carrying out the
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aforesaid purposes, substantially as herein- |

after set forth. _ -

In the accompanying drawings, Figure1is a
plan view of my improved mail-bag catcher.
Fig. 2 is a horizontal section, partly in plan,
of the same, with certain parts broken away.
Fig. 3 isasectional view on the line z z of Fig.
25 1. Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail view of the in-

~vention, and TFig. b is a similar view of the

same, | | |

In the embodiment of my invention I em-
ploy a support or guide, A, which consists of
parallel bars or rails ¢ @, which at their ends
are connected to shoulders or enlargements @
«’,formed in connection with pivotsa’a’. These
pivots in practice bear in eyes or ears which
are applied to the car, one at each side of the
door-opening. |

B is the hook or catcher proper, in its gen-
eral outline of usual construction, but at its
inner end is provided with an apertured pro-
Jection, B', (the purpose of which will appear
10 hereinafter,) and is secured or bolted edge-
wise to and between castings C C, each con-
sisting of a base piece or bar, ¢, and two cleats
or cheeks, ¢ ¢/, one at each end of said base
piece or bar. The lower edges of the inner
end of the hook or catcher proper and of the
castings are flush with each other and rest

- upon a carriage, D. The said end of the hook

or catcher proper, B, is provided in its lower

~ edge with an angular aperture, b, opening into
5o a recess, b, in said hook or catcher proper.
The earriage D is also provided with an aper-
ture, d, a cylindric one, which receives a piv-
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| oting-bolt, B, for the hook or catcher proper,

|

sald bolt having a cylindrie portion which
turns in said aperture, while its outer end is 53
adapted to conform to the shape of the angular
aperture in the said hook or catcher proper,
to which it is held by a nuat, as shown, permit-
ting of the reversibility of the hook. The ob-
ject of this is of course to effect the reversing 6o
of the hook, so as to cause its free end fo point
in either direction in which the train may be
moving. To the inner end of the pivoting-
bolt Eis suitably connected an operating han-
dle or lever, F, having, preferably, a key- 65
like-shank shape, as shown, to promote con-
venience in manipulating the same. At the
inner end of the handle or lever Fis provided
a projection, ¢, which is adapted to engage
with a stop, ¢, upon the carriage D, to limit 7o
the turning movement of the handle as the
hook or catcher proper is reversed, in order
to arrest the latter just at the required point.
The carriage D consists of a block or cast-
ing, which 18 fitted and slides between the 73
rails or bars a a of theguide or support A, said
bars being received in longitudinal grooves f
J at the sides of said block or casting. The
carriage is thus rendered capable of having a
back - and - forth sliding movement by the
proper manipulation of the handle or lever F,
whereby the hook or catcher proper can be ad-
justed or shifted to the required side of the
car-door opening, according to the direction
in which the car or train may be moving. 83
The projection B" on the hook or catcher
proper, B, 18 received in either of two grooves
Or recesses, g ¢, one made 1n each of the pivot
enlargements or shoulders &’ ¢* of the support
A, and a pin, A, i8 passed through either of go
two apertures, ¢ ¢, one made in each of said en-
largements or shoulders, and into the aper-
ture of said projection,for holding the carriage
with said hook or catcher proper at the re-
gquired point of adjustment. The pin A issuits
ably connected by a cord or chain, #/, in order
to be convenlently at hand, to the carriage D.
Of course 1t will be understood that thesup-
port or guide A is operated by properly ma-
nipulating the handle orlever F, soas tocause
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16 to turn horizontally to effect the discharge

of the mall-bag received upon the hook or
catcher proper into the car.
Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
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