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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JoEN F. WOLLENSAK,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Chl
cago, Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Lever Latches and
Handles, of which the following is a speelhce
tion.

The object of my invention is to make 2 1e
ver lateh and handle for locking the doors of
refrigerators, and other doors, which may be
adjusted totightly closethe door notwithstand-
ing theswelling or shrinkage ot the wood, and
which may be used with equal facility for elth er
a right-hand or a left-hand door; and my in-
vention consists in the features and details.

claimed. - -
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-

improved latch as it appears when the door i 18
latehed. Fig. 21is a vertical seetion taken in
the line X X of Fig. 1, looking in the direc-
tion of the arrows. Fig. 3 is atransverse sec-

the direction of the arrows; and Fig. 4 is aside
view of the handle and base-plate for attach-
ing 1t to the door, partially broken away to
show a spring-pin, as hereinafter described.

In thedrawings, A represents the latch-han-
dle; B, the base- pla,te' C, the latehing part of
the h'mdle, D, the catch on the door-jamb; E,
a piece to retain or hold thecatch Din aproper
position; I, a set-screw passing through the
piece Ii; (3, a spring-pin in the hendleA and
H a screw or pivot for attaching the handle A
to the base:-plate B.

In making myimproved lever- lateh I maLe
a base-plate, B, of circular or other form, to
be attached by screws or other proper 1116“1.118
to the door of the refrigerator or other article
in connection with Whleh 16 18 intended to be
used. I make ahandle orlever ofany desired
form, but preferably corresponding in configu-
ration to that shown in Fig. 4 of the drawings.
This handle 1s intended to be attached to the
base-plate B before it is fastened to the door
by means of a screw or pivof, H, which, while
securelyattaching the handleto the base-plate,
permits 1t to revolve thereon, as will be read-
ily understood by referring to the drawings.
This handle 1s provided with a piece or latch,
C, which is intended to engage with the catch |

on the door-jamb when the door is latched.

The base-plate isalso preferably provided with -

a series of holes or notches, g, provided with
1nclined sides, (shown in Iig. 4;) and the han-
dle ie also preferably provided with a spring-
pin, G, having a rounded end and adapted in

'shape and location to fit in the holes ¢ as the

handle 1s turned, so as to bring the pin and

one of the holes coincident with each other.:

The holes are sufficiently shallow and the pin
sutficiently rounded at its end to permit the
pin to be thrown out of the hole and the han-
dle moved fartheraround with some additional
force applied to the handle, while at the same
time the pin, resting in one of the holes, will
serve to hold the handle in that position until
1t1sthrownout by theexercise of positive force.

The arrangement and operation of the.pin
and the holes will be so apparent from an in-
spection of Fig. 4 of the drawings that they
need not be further deseribed in detell

A cateh, D, is attached to the door-jamb,
preferably by meens of a screw at the lower
end, so that the upper end may be adjusted
oub or in, .as hereinafter deseribed. The up-
per end ot the catch is provided with an offset,
s0 as to leave arecess in which thelatch Cmay
rest when the door is latched. A retaining-
piece, K, which passes over the cateh D, pref-
erably immediately below the offset in the
cateh, 1s secured by screws or otherwise se:
carely fastened tothe door-jamb; butsufficient
space 18 allowed between the catch and the re-
taining-piece to permit the catch to be moved

out or in sufficiently to permit adjustment.

Immediately above the eatch D the retaining-
pilece L is provided with a threaded hole and
a set-screw, I, adapted to be serewed in or out;
of the hole. The outer portion of this hole is
preferably enlarged to receive the head of the
set-serew I, so that the same will be sunk, as
shown 1n Fig. 2, to afford a neater appearance
and greater security from interference with the
screw by children or other thoughtless per-
sons. Theilnnerend of theset-screw isadapted
voe bear against the catch Dand forceit inward

until it rests closely against the door-jamb or

screwed out away from the cateh D, so that the
cateh need not rest tightly fwemst the door-
jamb, but may be drawn bfwk as far as desired
from the same.
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or other cause, the catch can be drawn back by
loosening the set-screw, as before explained,
and as the wood becomes shrunk from the ac-
tion of heat or other causes the catch can be
forced 1n and closer to the door-jamb by turn-
1ng the set-serew in. In this way the position
of the cateh can be adjusted out and in by
means of the set-screw, so that the door ean
always be latched with a proper degree of tight-
ness when the lateh C 1s turned into the cateh
D. All straining of the parts when the door
18 swelled and all looseness of closing when the

- parts 13 a matter of minor importance.

381,740

The
handle may be made of any size and shape de-

sired, as its only office is to afford means for

unlatching and opening and closing the door,
and the mteh and other parts may be modi-

- fied 1n form and size to suit the convenience of
When, thercfore, I refer

the manufacturer.
in the claims to the various parts by letter I
do not mean to indicate that I limit myse]f to
parts of the size or form designated by such
Ietters 1n the specification and drawings.
What I regard as new, and desire to secure

door isshrunk can beavoided by adJ usting the | by Letters Patent, is-~

set-screw from time to time as oeccasion may
require; and, as above explained, the handle
A may be turned entirely around on the plate
B, thusadapting the lock and handle to cither
a right-hand or a left hand door.

Iam aware that catches havebeen attemnted
to be made adjustable out and in to adapt the
lock to the condition of the door before now;
but in all these cases a rubber block or other
spring has been relied upon as the means of
adjustment; but as metal springs will soon be-

come rusty and inefficient, and as rubber
springs will become hard and lose their elas-

ticity, they have been found objectionable in
use, as the means employed by me and above
described cannot Dbe.

As Intimated above, the form of the various

R —

1. In a lever htch thie comDbination of a
lateh, C, a cateh, D, 2 retaining-pilece, Ik, and
a set- Suew I, subst'mtml]y as described.

2. In a lever-]atch, the combination of a
handle, A, provided with a spring-pin, G, a
base-plate, B, provided with a hole or holes,

g, a lateh, C, and a cateh, D, substantially as ¢

deseribed.

3. In a lever-latch, the combination of a
handle, A, provided with a spring-pin, G, a
base-plate, B, provided with a hole or holes,
g, & lateh, G, a cateh, D, and a set-screw, I,
substantially as described. |

JOHN F. WOLLENSAK.

Witnesses:

C. It. WOLLENSAK,
GEORGE (€. COOK.
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