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“To all whom 6 may concerm

Be it known that 1, EbwARD A. WILSON, a
citizen of the Uunlfed States, residing at Deck-
ertown, in the county of Sussex and State of
New Jet%y, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Snap-Hooks for Har-
ness; and I do declare the following to be a

full, clear, and exact description of the inven-

tmu such as will enable others skilled in the
ard to which it appertains to makeand use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters and figures ol
reference marked thereon, which form a part |
of this specification.

My invention relates to snap-hooks used on
haruess, and provides means for preventing

the freezing of the different parts of the same.
In cold climates, especially during the win-

ter, there isa g ceat deal of trouble 'md annoy-

ance expemenced from the freezing of harness-

snaps from mud and water Splashmn ontothem.

.~ Myinvention completely avoids all such {reez-
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ing, and provides a snap which 1is easily and
cheaply constructed and thoroughly efficient
in practice. I attain these objects by placing
a spiral orcoiled springin asleeve and turning
the upper end at right angles, so as to form
the tongue, the end of the sleeve being made
into the hook or draw. 'L'o prevent ice form-
ing in the hinge of the usual form of snap-
hooks, 1 make “the tanﬂ*ue without a hinge,
the coiled spring t,_,etmﬂ* as such, and the to1-
sion of thespring k eeping its end,which forms
the tongue, always bearing against the point
of the hook.

In the accompanying drawings, which form
part of thisapplication, and w ‘hich illastrate
my invention, the same letters of reference in-
dicate like p'ut |

Figure 1 is a front view of my invention.
Fig. 2 is o side view, partly in section.

A is the body of the snap, formed hollow 1n
the shape of a sleeve, being cast in one piece
with the hook, and provided with the shoul-
der B for the reception of the head C, and at
the other end with the eye F. "The heook ab
D’ is beveled, so as to give greater facility in
passing a thick ring into the snap-hook.

Eisthe coiled spring, the lowerend of which |
may rest against a stop in the bottom of the |
sleeve, and in shape made to conform te that
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The other end of the wire form- |

-y A—arn.

ing the said Sp}ldl S]_)Ill]ﬂ is carried inward to
| the center of the coil at I&, bent upward sufil-
| ciently to clear the sur ﬁwe of the head of the
sleeve, then bent at right angles outwardly,
and again bent upwar d to form the tongue G.
The head C of the sleeve has an aper bure in

| ture being only sufiiciently l:;wge to allow the
wire to turn easily, but not to allow dirb or
| mud to reach the coil, thus preventing any
| freezing from taking plaee. The sleeve car-
ries the hook D, which may be cash in one
piece with the f«‘aleen e, and the eyve F for the
| reception of a strap.

My invention may be applied to any part of
a harness. For instance, it may be attached
to the saddle-tree. In mct my shap-hook may
advantageously be nsed for fastening back the
checkrein, for in cold weather, when the usual
 form of smp -hook is used, the freezing of the
tongue to the end of the hook oceasions o greab
deal of tronble, from the fact that 1t 18 placed
at such a helght from the ground; or it may
be attached to any of the Stra,ps of the harness
or carriage and to the ends of the reins where
they hook onto the bridle or bits.

I do not restrict myself to the shape of the
body of the snap- hook, as shown and herein
previously described, for it is evident that the
! hook of the snap- hook may start from the cen-
ter of a sleeve in the form of a post, arcund
i which thecoiled orspiral spring may be placed,
: and when it reaches the end of the sleeve 1t
may branch and form the hook. 1t 18 not in-
' tended that the snap-hoolk shounld be used only
for harness, but may be used for any purpose
where such a device is required.
| Having deseribed my sald invention, what I
claim is—

1. Ina harness or other snap-hoolk, the com-
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snap and provided with a h{}ok a coiled or
spiral gpring in the sleeve, and a tonnue made
integral with the said spring, Subsmntlally as
describetl

2. Ina harnessor othergnap-hook, the com-
bination of a sleeve forming the body c¢f the
snap-hock and provided with a hook, and a

bent 8o as te project and form a tongue bearing
against the hook, substantially as aescribed
3 Ina harness or other snap-hook, the con-

 the center to receive the wire, the said aper-
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bination of a sleeve forming the body of the .
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coiled spring placed within said sleeve and
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bination of a sleeve having a hook formed in- | “Intestimony whereof I affix my Slﬂ'nature in
tegral with it, a wire coiled in the shape of a | presence of two witnesses.
Splral spring Wlthln thesleeve and having one

end projecting through an aperture in the head ~ EDWARD A. WILSON,
of the said sleeve and bent so as to form a - -

tongue adapted to bear against the end of the { Witnesses:
hook and close the snap, substantlally as de- -~ FRANK KEYS,

scribed. THrOS. E. Woons
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