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To all whom it mualy COncerm:

Beit known that I, BENJAMIN ABBOTT STE-
VENS, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Toledo, in the county of Lucas and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in a Sectional Meat-Block; and I
do hereby declare that the following 15 a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and nuse the same,
reference being had to theaccompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form part of this specification.

My invention reiates to a sectional meat-
block, and has for its object to assemble a se-
ries of hard-wood blocks to form an even flat
surface, thereby avoiding the danger of erack-
ing by shrmlmﬂe as 18 u%ml in the block of

ordinary use.

"The invention, howevex pelmms ore par-
ticularly to the Constwetlon of the frame or
table for holding the blocks in place, having

reference mainly to rigidity, economy of con- |

struction, and cleanliness. I have also pro-
vided a means of holding the blocks in fixed
relation to each other, and which also admits of
theremovalof such blocksas may besubjected

to great wear and thesubstitution of new ones

thelefar

In the dmmngq, Figure 1 1s a perspective
view of a complete bmck Fig. 218 a longt-
tudinal cross-section on lines z z, Fig. 2. Fig..
3 is a defail view of one of the corner-irons.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the views,

A deswantps a table, into which are fitted
sectional bloehs B, in such close relation as to
form a block pmetwally equivalent to a solid
block. The table is formed of side bars, C,

and end bars, D, which rest upon and are se- |
eured to corner- imn% I, so as to form a rect-

angular frame of any desired size. Af the
lower portion of sides C are formed grooves F,
into which fit tongues G of the bottom bc}ard
H, on which rest thﬂ- lower ends of block B.
The table is supported at any desired height
by legs K, securely attached to the lower an-
oled portion of corner-ivons I

L represents corner-plates which fit over
the upper ends of the corner-irons and also
into groove M, cut into and entirely around
the onter side of the outer row of blocks,
plates N completing the circuit of the block,

and being alse of a width to rest with their

“nill

F

inner portion within groove M and entirely
overlap the upper edges of the side and end
bars, C and D, respectively. The blocks are
held from displacement by means of strips O,
preferably formed of wood and inserted mto
mortises P, formed by cutmw a portion from
each block.

(Q are rods extending transversely of the ta-
ble for the purpose of h{}]dm'DP the side bars,
C, closely against the bliocks.

Corner-irons E are constructed with two an-
gled portions, the upper portion, ¥, being
larger than the lower portion, E”, therebv
forming a shoulder, I, upon which the side
bars rest, and also thmwmn the legs K be-
neath the table out of the way In passing
aroand the same.

It will be seen that the corner-irous e¢an be
cast, rendering them very inexpensive, and
are susceptible of any desired ornamentation,
being also a eonvenient means by which the

legs as well as the sides can be attached.

By inserting plates Li and N into groove M
there 1s no possmlhty ol grease, brine, moist-

ure from any cause, or bad meat getting be-

tween the blocks and side of the table, a fea-
ture of great importance, not only with regard
to c]emlmess but pieventmw decay of the
w0o0d.

WhatIclaim, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a sectional meat-block, corner-irons
having an upper angled portion and a lower
angled portion of loss area, side bars resting
upon shonlders formed by the ditferent areas
of the angled portions, a base-board connected
with the side bars, and legs attached to the
lower angled porfion, as and for the purpose
set forth.

2. A sectional meat-block comprising a ta-
ble formed of side and bottom boards, blocks
inclosed within and extending above the side
boards, the surfaces of the outer blocks being
formed with grooves, and metal plates placed
within the grooves and secured {o the upper
edges of the side boards, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony that 1 claim the foregoing as
my own I hereby affix my signature in presence
of two witnesses.

- BENJAMIN ABBOTT STEVYEXNS.

‘Witnesses:

- WILLTAM WEBST
J A

ER,
8 B, RAYMER.
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