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To all whom Tt may conceri:

Be it known that I, NAHUM W. FRENCH, of
North Haverhill, in the county of Grafton and
State of New Hampshire, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Fences;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact deseription of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it pertains to make and use it, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form part of this specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
fences; and it consists in a clasp which 1is
made from a piece of wire passed around the
post and secured in position by twisting or
otherwise fastening its ends together, and
which has a loop or projection formed upon
one side, a wedge which is placed npon the
loop and secured thereto, and a wedge which
is passed down through the loop for the pur-
pose of securing the wire against the post, as
will be more fully described hereinafter.

The object of my invention 18 to provide a
cheap and simple device for fastening wires or
rails to metallie or wooden posts of any shape
or size, and which ean be adjusted to the post
at any place without disturbing those already
attached, and to securely hold the double and
twisted wires from untwisting and becoming
slack when metal posts are used.

Figure 1 isa perspective of a wire clasp and
the wedge separated from each other. Fig. 2
is a side elevation of the clasp and wedge ap-
plied to a post. Fig. 3 isasimilar view show-
ing the wedge removed and the wire fastened
in position against the post. -

A represents a fence-post, made either of
wood, iron, or any other material and any de-
sired shape that may be preferred. Applied
to this post at any desired point 18 a clasp, B,

~ which is made from a single piece of wire and
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which is tightened in position upon the post
by having its ends O twisted or otherwise rig-
idiy fastened together. These clasps may

either be slipped down into position over the
top of the posts or they may be applied di-
rectly to the post just at that point where they
are to be secured in position, and then have
theirendstwistedorfastened together. Formed
upon one side of each clasp 1s a loop or exten-
sion, C, which is intended to pass through the

|

board or rail, or between a strand of twisted
wire, for the purpose of securing them in po-
sition. The loop or extension C is formed
upon the clasp at the time the clasp is formed,
so as to be ready to receive the wedge I, which
must be used where the fence is being made
of twisted strands of wire.

If a clasp is to be used with a rail or board,
a suitable slot is formed through it, and then
the extension is passed through the slot, and
a pin, key, or other wedge-shaped fastening
device, G, is driven down through the exten-
sion or loop, su as to wedge the board or rail
tightly against the side of the post.

Where strands of twisted wire are to be se-
cured to the post, it would be next to impos-
sible to pass the wire over the loop or exten-
sion, and hence in connection with each clasp

the detachable wedge 1 is used. This wedge
is pointed at its ounter edge, has its inner edge
divided, and through this divided end are
made suitable openings through which a pin,
J, is passed. The pin passesthrough the end
of the wedge after it has been placed over the
loop and through the loop, as shown, so as to
fasten the wedge in position upon the loop.
When the twisted strand of wire is forced
against the outer edge of the wedge, the wires
separate, so as to pass upon each side of the
wedge, and they are then forced inward over
the wedge until they rest against the side of
the post upon opposite sides of the loop or ex-
tension upon the clasp. The pin 1s then re-
moved from the wedge, the wedge removed
from the loop, and then a wedge-shaped key
or pin is driven down through the loop or ex-
tension, so as to lock the wire rigidly against
the post. By separating the strands of wire
as here shown they are prevented from un-
twisting and becoming slack when metallic
posts are used, and the strands are drawn
tightly together by separating the wires.
Should it be desired, the clasp is equally
adapted for fastening single wires, either
barbed or plain, against the side of the post.
Either the clasp may be placed around both

‘the wire and the post and then fastened in po-

sition or the clasp may be applied to the post,
the wire moved against the side of the post,
and then fastened by means of a key. The
clasp is equally well adapted for plain or
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barbed wire, for single wires, or for strands of | Having thus described my invention, I

wires, just as may be preferred. One greab

advantage in the construction here shown con-

sists in the fact that the clasps can be applied to
the post wherever they are needed, and thus do
away with all necessity for having to remove
or loosen the other wires when it becomes nec-

essary to use an additional one.
If desired, the wedge may be made as a part
of the clasp; but it is preferable to make the

clasp of wire and to use the wedge only for

the purpose of separating the wires while they
are being forced in position, and then to re.
move the wedge afterward. In caseitisdesired
to remove a clasp at any time, it is only nec-
essary (o untwist the ends O, when the clasp
can be removed without disturbing any other
portion of the fence.

claim-— o
The combination, with the fence-post, of a
clasp made from a single piece of wire having

‘a loop or extension formed upon one side and

secured in position upon. the post by having
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1ts ends twisted together, a panel of the fence, 25

and a wedge-shaped key for fastening the panel
in position, substantially as shown.

~ Intestimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

NAHUM W. FRENCH.
YVi_tnessesf .

GEO. W. CHAPMAN,
JOHN W. JACKSON.
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