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To all whomnv it may conceri:

Be it known that I, EDMUND A. PARKER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Rush-
ville, in the county of Schuyler and State of
Illinois, have invented a new and useful lmn-
provement in Wagon-Brakes, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements 1n

wagon-brakes in which thelock-lever operates

as a lever of the first class to tightenthe brake.

Throughout the figure similar letters refer |

to same parts. ~
A is lever of first class, fulcrum at B.  The

lower part of lever turns under wagon-box, as
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shownatk, and is fastened to connecting-rod .
O is lever of second class pivoting at ¢, and
connected to brake-bars m m,which are levers
of first class. |
The lever A is provided with pawl e, oper-
ated throunghrodd by handlec. Pawlecatehes

in ratchet-cirele C,whose teeth run backward |

instead of forward, as usual in wagon-locks.
The lever A when not in use lies forward
against the top of standard D, soas to be oub
of the way in getting into the wagon-box.
When the lever is pulled back to the position
shown bv dotted lines, the brake is set. The

lever A at its fulernm is flattened out broadly,
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as shown at «, and the ratchet-cirele is also
very broad and flat, as shown at b. Thispre-
vents the upper part of lever chafing the side-
board, and in cowmbination with inper circle
oives the pawl e a firmer grip of the ratchet-
teeth. 'The ratchet circle may turn under the
box with a square corner, and therod passen-
tirely under the box, or said circle may be a
plane surface fastened higher up and the rod
run back on the outside of box. |

I am aware that loek-levers, rafchets, and
pawls are used on wagon-locks; but know of
none where the lock-lever is of the first class
and the power applied by pulling the lever

backward.
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What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent of the United States,
18— |

1. In a wagon-brake, the combination of 2
semicircular ratchet-frame,ahand-lever placed
in and pivoted to said frame having its short
arm bent back at right angles and extended
beneath the wagon-box, a lever of the second
class secured to the under side of the box,
brake-levers connected to the same, and a rod
connectingsaid hand-leverand ‘‘second-class’’
lever, substantially as described.

2. In a wagon-brake, the combination, with
the semicircular ratchet-frame,of a hand-lever
placed within said frame, having a pawl p1v-
oted thereon and a broad bearing- surface
formed near its lower end, its short arm bent

' back at right angles and extended beneath the
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box of the wagon, a lever of the second class
secured to the bottom of the box, levers hav-
ing brake-shoes at their outer ends connected
to the same in the rear thereof, andarod con-
nected to said hand-lever and second-class le-
ver, substantially as desecribed.

3. In a brake for wagons, the combination
of the ratchet-frame C, having a broad nretal-
lic base, r, secured to and extending uunder the
wagon-box, a hand-lever, A, pliced within
said ratchet - frame having a pawl pivoted
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thercto engaging with said ratchet, and having

4 broad bearing, @, secured to broad bearing b
on the ratchet-base, a short arm, k, bent at
right angles and extended beneath the box, a
lever, O, secured to the under side of thebox,
levers m m,located in the rear of and connected
to said lever O, and a rod for connecting arm
I with lever O, substantially as described.

EDMUND A. PARKER.

In presence of—
DAvVID H. GLASS,
CHARLES MCMILLAN.
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