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To a,ZZ whom I’A’f may. concern:
Be it known that I, ROBERT J. PATTON, of
-Waterbury in-the oounty of New Haven and

State of Connectlout have invented certain

5 new and useful Improvements in Torpedo-
Signal Holders, of which the: following is

~ fall, clear, and exact description, whereby any

- one. skﬂled in the art can make and use the
_ | -Same. | . o
1o The objeot of my invention is b0 provlde

train-men with a convenient device that will
- enable the one whose duty it may be to signal

a moving train to move without unnecessary

delay in providing himself with the usual:

| -1'152'_equ1pmenb of flag and torpedoes and to this

end my invention consists in the combmatlon !

- with a flag-staff, of a torpedo-holder seemed

| thereto; and it fmther consists in the combi-
| nation of the staff and-the several parts mak-
~ 2c ing up the carrier or holder, as more particu-

larly hereinafter oesenbed and pomted out in L
| 'press upon the caps and hold them with a .

o -the claims.

~* Referring to the drawmws,Fw*ure 1is aview
of a flag-staff plov1ded with my improved |

‘235 holder. Fig. 2is a plan view of the holder on
- enlarged scale and with the cover removed..
Fig. 3 is a detail view, in central ]Ollﬂ‘ltlldln‘ﬂ

| sect1on, of the holder. | -
. In the aceompanymﬂ* dra,wmn's the letter a
30 denotes the flag-staff, of the size and material in

common use on rmlvoad trains,with a flag, b, of

- any suitable and usual color for use as a warn-

ing-signal. When for any reason a train stops |

o at a point.not astation, ornot provided forin |
35 the schedule, it becomes the duty of a brake-.
- man to go back along the track a certain dis-

tance to warn by.the flag or torpedo any ap-
- proaching train of the obstluoblon and flags
for such purpose are carried on the rear car

40 ofeach train. A supply of dynamite caps or.

- track-signals is also provided; but these must |

be taken by the signal-manin h1s pockets, and

. in the great haste necessary in many cases to |

‘get back a sufficient distance to stop the fol-

: --45 lowing train in time no caps are taken, and
~ then dependence must be placed on the use

of the flag alone as a means of attraeting the
attention of the engine-driver or the fireman,

- and insomeinstances this has not been enough.,
5o The holder ¢, that is of proper size to con-
tain several of the caps or explosive signals d,
that are of a, Standard and near]y umform

| size, is eeoured to the ﬂag staff’ and the eaps
‘are stored therein, so ‘that when the: flag 18
taken the caps may also be taken, with no de- 5 5
lay in looking them up in another place. - The“

| holder ¢ is preferably of thin metal, spun to-
a | Shape with the integral shank ¢/, tha,t i hol- - "

low to fit upon the end of the staﬁ' and to
which it is fastened, as by nails or screws, and 6¢c -
' the removable cap or cover ¢’ 1s fastened\to-- SR
the body of the holder by means of headed . . -
pins ¢, that project from the ﬂange of the .
cover and enter the angular slot fin the body,_,___ R
‘of the holder.  This catch or fastening is simi- 65~ -
lar to the well-known bayonet-catch, a, parblal,-z R
‘rotation of the cap when the pins. are in the . - ¢
slots carrying them alorg the part of thé slot =
that is in the plane of rotatlon and loolnng S
the cap in place | - 73
In order to prement the SIgnal caps flomfi'j _ -
shaking about in the holder, a spring may be
secured to-the under side of the cover, so-asto

yielding pressure, whether one or more are m-_ 75 -

'_the holder. - L
‘The cover-of the holder IS made removable o

.dto a sufficient extent to enable the caps to be'f - N

taken out of the holder; and I do not limit =
myself to. any partloular means of attachmg 80
the cover to the-holder orsecuring it in place. -
Instead of eutting the locking-slots through = -
the body of the holder they may be formed - -
integral by pressing out an . ancrular mort1se R
- T'claim as my invention— - ‘%5' o
'1..In combination with apmt&ble ﬂag staff R
a torpedo carrier having a removable cover, S
all substantially as descrlbed e
- 2. In combination with a port&ble ﬂag Staﬂ'
a, a torpedo carrier, ¢, secured thereto by lts go..,,_;' i
“shank ¢, the said holder having a removable = -
cap or cover ¢*, with a pI'O_]thIIl pmadapted
to engage an. anﬂula,r slot in the body of tho
holder, all substantmlly as described." B
3. In combination with theportableﬂag staff 9 5
‘a, theholder ¢, secured thereto, and the cover ¢
removab]y seoured to the holder and bearing
a spring projeeting within the body of the
;holder, a,ll substdntlally as deseribed.” . -
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