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To all whom it maly CONCEFTL:

Be it known that I, Wirriam M. TOMPKINS,
of Batavia, in the connty of Genesee and State
of New York, have invented certain new and

s useful ImprovementsinGrips for Fire-Hiscapes;
and I do hereby declare that the following 1s

a full, clear, and exact description of the in-

vention, which will enable others skilled in

the art to which it appertainsto make and use
1o the same, reference being had to the accom-

panying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form part of this
specification. |
The object of my invention is to provide a
-5 hand-grip by means of which persons are en-
abled to slide down a rope without lacerating
their hands; and the nature of my invention
will be fully set forth in the following speci-
fication and claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my grip. Fig. 2 is an end view, and
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section. |
~ Similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts in all the figures. |
2s A A aresemi-cylindrical jaws, each jaw be-

ing formed of a hollow semicircular shell, to

20

the inside of which is riveted at each end a

semicireular piece of metal, ¢, having a groove,
«, the surface of which groove is corrugated
30 or roughened, for the purpose hereinaiter

specified.
B B are springs riveted to each end of the

jaws, and serving to keep the jaws slightly |

| apart. These springs are braced together by

means of the bar C. - 35

b b are lips secured to the outer surface of
the shells, longitudinally thereof, one to each
shell and on opposite sides, and are for the
purpose of preventing the jaws from pinch-
ing the hand when they are closed together.

In using the device the jawsare opened suf-
ficiently to admit the rope, and the pressure
of the hand will close them around the rope,
the roughened surface of the groove ¢’ serving
to prevent the grip from sliding on the rope 45
too freely. |

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent; of the United States, 18—

1. In a grip, the combination of the two
semi-cylindrical jaws A A with the Springs
B B and brace C, substantially as specified.

2. The semi-cylindrical jaws A, consisting
of hollow shells having thesemicircular pieces
of metal, a, riveted to each end, thesaid pieces 55
of metal having a groove, ¢, the surface of
whichisroughened,combined with the Springs
B, brace C,and lips b,substantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim theforegoing as my
own I affix my signature in presence of two €o
witnesses.
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WM. M. TOMPKIN.

Witnesses:
GEORGE H. HOLDEN,

CARLOS A. HULL.
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