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10 all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY GEORGE POW-
ELL, a subject of Her Majesty the Queen of

Great Britain, residing at Finsbury, in the

city of London England, have invented a new
and useful Improved Rope ‘Traveler for Low-
ering Persons from Buildings and the Like, of
which the followmg 18 a Speclﬁeatlon

My invention relates to a ‘‘traveler’’ to be
used upon a rope for the purpose of allowing
persons to be lowered from a building in case
of fire, or for window-cleaning, house-paint-
ing, and other purposes.

The object of the invention is to provide a
means of regulating the rapidity of the de-

scent down the rope when the latter is a fixed
one, though the traveler may, when tightly
fixed upon the end of a running rope, be
used simply a8 a convenient means of attach-

ing a belt to a rope for lowering persons or

articles.

To clearly explam the nature of my inven-
tion, reference is made to the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Kigure 1 is a front view of the rope-trav-
eler. Fig. 2 is a side sectional view, and Fig,
3 18 a back view of same,

The traveler A is a block of wood, metal,
or other material, in which are two- holes aa,
through which the rope passes, in the manner
shown clearly in Flg 2.; |

If desired, slots a/, as indicated in dotted
lines, may be formed in the sides of the block, |
through which the rope may be convemenbly
passed when the block is to be put on the

‘rope, in place of threading the rope through
the holes.

The slots may be closed by a hook and eye, |
or other SImﬂ&r means.,

Centrally situated between the holes a¢ ¢ is a
serew-tapped hole, in which I-place the screw-
thread b of a clamping-handle, B. This han-
dle I mayprovide with prcgectlons ¢, to afford
a firm hold to the hand.

Beneath the shoulder of I:he handle B is
placed arouad the thread a loose friction-col- ]
lar, d, against which the rope presses when in
its distorted path around the screw b. The
surface of the block at this point may have

| the notches or corrugations e, Solthat'whe'n the
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handle B is secrewed down upon the rope to

hold it (which is its purpose) the grip may be
made more secure.

- Through the end. of the screw -thread is

placed a split pin, f, which bears against a
washer, g, the purpose of both being to pre-

1 vent the serew being accidentally withdrawn

too far. The block A, beneath the lowest of -

the holes a, is na,rrowed or shaped, as at A/,

S0 that 16 may conveniently be grasped by the
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hand. Beneath that portion is a hole, &', -
through which 1is slipped a band, D, having -

the usual buckle, /#; or this band may be at-

tached at the same pomt by a Swwel or othel .

convement means.

The operation of the tra,veler is as follows:
A person wishing to lower himself down a
fixed or loosely-hanging rope would place the

band D around the waist, and with one hand

! grasp the portion A’ of the block, mclosmg ab
the same time the portion of the rOpe passing
With the other hand the handle

behind it.
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B will be loosened, so as to allow the traveler,

by the weight of the person, to slowly descend I
check the descent entirely, as the friction -

the rope, a reverse turn bemg sufficient to

upon the rope, both by reason of its direction
through the block A and the pressure of the )

handle B; will be very great, while the grasp
of the hand upon the rope at the ‘part A’ will
also serve to check it.

In place of the belt D, a seat or platform_

may be suspended. from the opening a?, which

18 a more convenient arrangement for chﬂdreu _

or aged persons, or for suspendmg workmen,
painters, and the like.
It will be evident that if the traveler be

capable of lowering themselves, or to articles
to be lowered, as the rope may be slowly paid

out either from a reel contained in a suitable
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fixed on the end of a rope the belt of same will -
be convenient for attaching to persons not

‘receptacle—for instance, in some article of fur- .

niture, such as a chair, as I have shown in the
specification of my United States Letters Pat-
ent No. 364,668, or in the usual way by hand.
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1. The block or travéler A, having the open- | @, screw-clamping handle B, provided with
ings a.a in line with each other, the clamping- projections ¢, collar d, pin f, and washer g, in
handle B, placed centrally between the holes | combination with a suitable belt, snbstantially
and provided with a clamping-face, and an | as described, and for the purposes set forth. 15

s anti-friction roller or collar surrounding the . Intestimony whereof I have hereuntoset my
shank of the clamp B, and the rope being | hand in the presence of two subscribing wit-
adapted to bear against said collar, being di- | nesses. |
verted from a straight line and passing be- | H. G. POWELL.
neath the clamping-face of the part B, substan- Witnesses: '

10 tially as described. 1 PuiLrp M. JUSTICE,
2. The block or traveler A, having holes a | ALLEN C. JONES.
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