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To all whom it 'mcvy CONCET L l-t'he'. latch B; Sb'that_"in theclose d p031t10n the .
Be it known that we, TRUMAN B. BUDDING- | said cross-bar will stand engaged with the

TON and J. RUSSEL BEDIENT, of Birming-

ham, in the county of New Haven and State

‘of Connecticut, have invented a new Improve-

ment In Clasps for Casket-Boxes; and we do

hereby declare the following, when taken in

connection with accompanying drawings and

the letters of reference marked thereon, to be
a fall, clear, and exact description of the
same, and which said drawings-constitute part
of this specification, and represent, in—
Figure 1, a perspective view of the clasp as
applied, full size; Fig. 2, a vertical central
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plied. | -
- This invention relates to an improvement
‘1n clasps for fastening the covers to burial-
casket boxes, the object being to avoid the
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use of screws, which is the usual means of

fastening the covers of casket-boxes and which
are undesirable for many reasons, and to pro-
vide a fastening device which will automati-
cally engage the cover when it is placed on
the box; and the invention consists in the con-
struction hereinafter described, and particu-
‘larly recited in the claim. |

The cateh, which is adapted to be secured

to the side of the box at the upper edge, con-

‘Sists of a plate, A, constructed with a project-
ing bar or loop, a, and with two projections or
lugs, b, below the said loop.

B is a T-shaped swinging latch hung be-
tween the lugs b, and so that when in the closed
position, as in Fig. 2, its upper edge will stand
close up to the lower edge of the loop a. The
lower end of the latch is cam-shaped, and a
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spring, d, 1s arranged inside the cam end of

thelatch, and bearing thereon yieldingly holds
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- the lateh in either the open or closed position,

~as seen in Fig, 2. The corresponding part of !

the clasp is in the form of a strap, C, adapted
to be secured to the top of the cover, and is

. 45 constructed with a projection, D, which ex-

tends downward at right angles correspond-
ing to the edge of the cover and so as to bear
thereon, and terminates in a hook-shaped
~ hose, ¢, the said nose corresponding to the
50 loop @, and so as to pass through but closely

fitting it, and extends below the cross-bar of

sectlon in part of the same; Fig. 3, a perspec-
tive view of the casket-box with clasps ap-
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‘difficulty and the clo

with the loop @, a spring-latch, B, pivoted to

shoulder of said hooked end, as seen in Fig.
2. The projection D is preferably enlarged 55
at its lower end, forming a flange, f, which

will rest on the upper surface of the loopa
when the parts are engaged. Four or more

of these catches are used on a box, as indi-
cated in Fig. 3, the parts being secured in 6o -
their respective positions, as shown, | ”

“To secure the cover, it is placed over the

box, so that each hooked nose ¢ will enter the =~

corresponding loop @, and the end of the nose
being beveled will force the latch B outward 65

until the shoulder of the hook has passed be-
low the lower edge of the cross-bar of the
lateh, when, under the action of the spring d,

the latch will be closed above the shoulder of
the hook and securely hold the parts in con- 70
nection. When in this closed position, the
flange f will rest on the top of the loop a,and
because the top of the latch Bis in bearing

contact with the loop @ the entire upward
strain comes upon the loop, the latch simply
acting to hold the parts in engagement. To

remove the cover, turn the latch downward,

as Indicated in broken line, Fig. 2, and the -
cover is free. R ~ -
By this device it will be seen that the fast- 8o
ening-screws are dispensed with and the cover
may be placed in position or removed without
sing engagement made
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automatically. -
We claim— _
The herein-described clasp for casket-boxes,
consisting of the plate A, adapted to be se-
cured to the side of the box and constructed

sald plate, its upper end arranged to bear go
agalnst the lower edge of the loop, and the -
strap C, adapted to be secured to the cover, =

constructed with a projection, D, which ter-
minates in & hooked nose, ¢, said hooked nose

adapted to be engaged by said latch when the
cover 181n position, substantially as described.

TRUMAN B. BUDDINGTON.
J. RUSSEL BEDIENT. -

Witnesses: -
- HENRY SEMERS,
THOS. J. O’SULLIVAN.
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