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| To all whom it may concerw s

Be it known that I, CEAUNCEY M. BENNING

HATUS, a citizen of the United States, residing

at Baltimore city, in the State of Maryland,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Indicators for Hotels; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention,such as will enable

~others skilled in the art to which it appertains

to make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters and figures of reference marked thereon,

which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to indicators for hotels,
and has for its object to furnish a device of
this elass which will, ag will be fully understood
by the following description, save much an-

noyance and discomfort to guests and consid-.

erable expense to proprietors of hotels.

With these objects in view my invention
consists in the improved combination,arrange-
ment, and construction of devices, which I

- 8hall now proceed to fully describe, and after-
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ward specifically point out in the claims.
Referring to the drawings, Figure 1is a front

‘view of an indicator made in accordance with

my invention. Fig. 2 is a view of the same

with a poriion left off and the sign changed

from the negative position of Fig. 1 to an af-
firmative position. Fig. 3 is a rear view of
the complete device, showing the working

mechanism; and Fig. 4 is a view of a sllghtly

modified constructlon, the only change being | owing to the tension of the spring E, until 16!
that the changeable signs move vertically in- |

stead of horizontally.

Like letters of reference mark the-same parts
in all the figures of the drawings.

When a traveler or other transient guest

- stops for a few days at a hotel, he would gen-

40

45

50

erally prefer that the bed-linen be not changed
daily, as it almost universally is in first-class
houses, for the reason that newly-laundered
linen is generally damp and uncomfortable,
and as a matter of saving the landlord would
prefer to have it remain. It very often hap-

pens, however, that the guest neglects to say
upon leaving the hotse in the morning whether
he will return at night or not. Kven if he does

o

| cured at ¢ to the frame and at ¢ to the SIgn, .

to engage automatwally with the catch F in the

notify the clerk, the chances are that the reg- | factand pushes the knob ¢, allcwing the spring

chambermaid when she enters the room

whether the occupant will return that night '

and consequently whether the bed-linen shall 55'

be replaced or changed.
Referring to the drawings by letter, Als the -

main frame of the indicator, having a central -

opening through which an inclosed sign will

show, said 0penmg being genemlly of tﬁo 6(5

parts, as at @ and a.

B 1s a sign placed in the frame contammg, ,
as here shown, the words ‘‘ Not be here to- -
night.’” This signis not ordinarily movable,
and may be differently lettered to convey the 65
message desired, the only essential being that
the negative word must be S0 located that it

can be readily hidden. _ -
C is amovable sign bearing, i in this lnstance,

the word ¢¢ Will,”? for the purpose of changing- 76 B

the negative sign B into an affirmative one.
This sign C moves in suitable ways in the
frame A, and is provided with a button or han-

dle, c, pro_]ectmg through a slot in the upper

edge of the frame, whereby 1t can be moved 7 5 -
from the position shown in Fig.1to that shown
in Fig. 2, or vice versa.

D is a movable Sign bearing the letters “O
K,”? or any words or letters to convey asimilar |
meamng, which sign is provided with mech.- 80
anism and is so arranged that it can be sprung
from- its normal position (out of sight inside
the frame) to-a position in the opening a in -
full view, and in which position it remains,

is desired to return the samein app]ymg force
to the pin f”. The mechanism for this pur _
pose consists of a spiral or other sprmg, E,s

a spring latch or catch, I, secured to the frame go
at f and having an openmg, f’,inone end, said
end projecting over the edge of the sign D a
button, g, whose stem projects. through the' .
frame in coincidence with the hole /', and a
pin or button, f”, on theinner side of the sign 93

hole // when the-sign is in its normal position.

The operation will be easily understood,and
is as follows:_If the guest proposes to remain
at night, he moves the sign C to indicate that 100 -

ular routine of changmg will be carried out | Etodrawthesign “O K’ intoview. Thesigns

~and he will have damp sheets every night.
My invention is intended to indicate to the chambermaid. The 1ndlcat01s are placed,with

being in this position, will fully inform the
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‘proper instructions, in a conspicuous place on |

the wall of the room. Notice to the clerk will
not be necessary,and all the hereinbefore-men-
tioned troubles will be avoided.

What I elaim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, is— '

1. In anindicator of the character descrlbed
the combination of a frame having an inter-
mediate fixed part bearing a desired 1nSCrip-
tion and horizontally-sliding parts moving in
ways at the ends of said frame, one of the same |
being normally concealed, said sliding parts |
havmg such other lnscrlptlon as will, when
one or both of such sliding parts are brouﬂht
to view and in conjunction with the interme-
diate part, respectively, complete a sentence
and thereby convey a message, substantially
as shown and described. )

2 | | 380,166

2. In an indicator, the combinabion, with
the frame A, having openings a a’, the said 20
opening « bemg provided with a statlonary
and movable sign, B C, the one movable over
the other toscreen a portlon of the inscription
thereon, of the sign D,movable in ways of the

| frame to connect with the opening a’ by means 25

of a spring, I, attached to thesign D and frame
A, and a fastening device, F f’ f”, for re-
talnmg sald sign D from before said openmg
', as shown and deseribed.
'In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein zo

‘presence of two witnesses.
CHAUNCEY M. BENNINGHAUS.

Wltnesses
. BRA‘SHEARS
HARRY L. AMER
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