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Io all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM D. VANDE-
CAR, of Merrill, in the county of Lincoln, and
in the State of Wlsconsm, have 1nvented cer-

5 tain new and useful Improvements in Bels-
Clamps; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
thereof.

- My invention relates to belt-clamps; and it

10 consists in certain peculiarities of const,ructwn
and combination of parts, to be hereinafter
described with reference to the accompanying
drawings, and subsequently claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a plan

15 viewillustrating theapplication of a belt-clamp

constructed according to my invention; Kig.

2, a section taken on line 2 2, Fig. 1; Fig. 3,

a detail end elevation of a clamp-section; Figs.

4, 5, and 6, sections, respectively, taken on

20 lines 4 4, 5 5 6 6, Fig. 1; and Fig. 7, a partial
under side view of a clamp section.

My belt-clamp is composed of two sections
of any desirable length, and each section has
two longitudinally-slotted jaws, one of which

25 has its upper face convex, the opposing face
of the other Jaw being concave, as best illus-
trated by Fig. 6
- In both clamp sections the slot in the lower
Jaw, A, 1s laterally enlarged, as shown at «, to

30 receive ' the square- shouldered heads b of bolts
B, the latter being provided with set-nuts C,
that serve to hold both jaws A A’ upon that
portion of a belt, D that may be inserted be-
tween them.

35 The jaw A of one clamp-section is provided
with perforated ears ¢ d, that serve as bear-
1ngs foraspindle, E,the latter having asquared
end, ¢, to receive a crank or wrench. Theop-
posﬂ:e end of the spindle is provided with

go longitudinal grooves f and is screw-threaded |
to receive a set-nut, F, and arranged on the
latter end of said spindle between the ear ¢ of
the adjacent clamp-jaw, A, and the set-nut F

 1s a disk, G, having its eye provided with lugs

45 g, that fitt said grooves. The disk G has its
inner face provided with a series of radial
projections, k, designed to be brought by the
set-nut If into engagement with corresponding
depressions, ¢, in the adjacent ear, ¢, belonging

50 to one of the clamp-jaws, A, this construction

‘serving as a clutch to prevent rotation of the

spindlé The clutch mechanism just désérlbe-d' -
is the one preferred; but other. well-known
mechanical means may be employed for pre-

venting the rotation of the spindle Wlthoub 55 R

departing from the spirit of my invention.
The jaw A of the other clamp-section is pro

vided at each end with an eye, 7, through

which and around the outside of said jaw is

passed a wire cable or other suitable flexible 60 -

connection, H, the ends of the latter being
fast on the S];)mdle E, as illustrated in Fig. 1.

| Intheoperation of my device, if it is desired
to bring the ends of a belt together, they are

inserted between the jaws A A’ of the clamp- 65

| sections and the set- nats C screwed down, so
that their opposing convex and concave faces
come tight upon said belt, to prevent its slip-

ping. The set-nut F is loosened so that the

| disk G may be brought away from the ear ¢ of 7d B

the adjacent clamp-jaw, A, and thespindle Eis -

| rotated to wind the cable or other flexible con- |

| nection H, and thereby cause the clamp-sec-
tions to approach each other and carry 1 there--; ~.

with the ends of the belt. 7'5 -

When the device is to be used on a bel that

| has its ends joined, 1 loosen the set-nuts C -
enough to permit the shoulders b of the bolts
B to drop below the lower face of the jaws A.

Then by turning these bolts a half-revolution 8o |

l they may be withdrawn to permit the jaws A”

to be removed. The jaws A are now placed
under and the jaws A’ above the belt, the .
‘bolts B returned to their normal posu;lon, the

set-nuts C tightened, and thespindle E rotated, 85 :

as above described, to tighten said belt. .
By the use of a device such as I have de- -

scribed belts may be readily stretched and -
| held in such a manner as to permit the taking
out.or putting in of pieces, and for such other go

repairs or alterations that may be necessary.
Having thus fully described my Invention,

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by - B

Letters Patent, is—

1. In a belt-clamp, the combination of two*gs- o

secblons, each comprising two longitudinally-
slotted jaws the opposing faces of which are -

respectively concave and convex, set-bolts for
holding the jaws upon a belt, and a windlass
mechanism for drawing the clamp sections to-
ward each other, substantially as set forth,

2. In a belt- cla,mp, the combination of two :

I00




-slotted jaws, the lower jaw in each section

S

sections, each comprising two longitudinally'-

having its slot laterally enlarged, bolts passed
through both jaws in each section and having
square-shouldered heads that engage the en-
larged portions of the slot in said lower jaw,
set-nuts arrapged on the bolts, and a windlass
mechanism for drawing the clamps toward

each other, substantially as set forth.
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3. 1n a belt-clamp, the combination of two
sections, each comprising two longitudinally-

slotted jaws, set-bolts for holding the jaws

upon a belt, the lower jaw in one of the sec-
tions provided with ears, a spindle journaled
in the ears, a wire cable or other flexible con-
nectionuniting thespindle and opposite clamp-
sectlon, and a clutch for holding said spindle
against reverse movement, substantially as set
forth.

4. In a belt- clamp, the combination of two
sectlons each comprising an upper and lower

[
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| jaw, set-bolts for holding the jaws upon a belt,
the lower jaw of one section provided with
perforated ears, one of which has a series of

radial depressions in its outer face, a spindle
journaled in said ears and having one of its
ends provided with longitudinal grooves, a
disk arranged on said spindle and having lugs
that fit the spindle-grooves, a series of radial
projections to engage the depressions in said
ear, a set-nut arranged on said spindle to ad-
just the disk, and a wire cable or other flexi-
ble connection uniting the spindle and oppo-
site clamp-section, substantially as set forth.
In testimony that I claim the feregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand, at Merrill, in the
county of Lincoln and State of Wisconsin, in
the presence of two witnesses.
WILLIA‘\I D. VAN DECAR.
Witnesses:
JOSEPH A. HINOH,
ErisHA L. BUMP.
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