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To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, HENRY RICE, of Cas-
tleton, in the county of Rensselaer and State
of New York, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Burial-Caskets, of which the
following 18 a specitication.

My invention consists in providing the bot-
tom of the casket with a series of slotted open-
ings, sald casket having a movable bottom that
18 provided with adjustablesupports which are
independentofthe bodyofthe casket,and which
correspond in number and position to the slot-
ted openings in the bottom of the casket; and
the object of my invention isto provide facili-
ties for elevating the body of a deceased person
above the level of an open casket, so that the
remains can be readily viewed from any di-
rection and at a reasonable distance, without
getting directly over the casket, as required
in the present form of burial-caskets. I at-
tain this object by the construction illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, which are here-
in referred to and form part of this specifica-
tion, aud 1n which—

Figure 1 1s a longitudinal section of the

- body of my casket with the cover in its sus-
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pended positionand the movable bottom raised
to bring the corpse into {full view. Fig. 2 is
a like section of the body of the casket and

cover with the movable bottom in its lowered |

position. Fig. 3 1s an end elevation of the
casket with its cover removed from its place
on top of the casket. Iig. 4 is an inverted
plan view of Fig. 2, and Fig. 5 1s an end ele-
vation of the casket with its cover secared on
1ts top.

As represented 1n the drawings, A indicates
the body of my burial-casket, which may be
made in any preferred form and finished in
any preferred style. In the bottom of said
casket there are four longitudinally -slotted
openings, 1, and a corresponding number of
ordinary spring-catches, 2, so arranged that
one of sald catches will be at the outer side of
each of said slotted openings with the end of
the bolt of said cateh projecting into the slot-
ted opening, as shown in Fig. 4. When the
body of the casket 1s made with flaring sides,
as shown 1n the drawings, guiding-strips 3
should be fixed at the inner sides of said body

| In which the movable bottom will be guided

in 1ts movements.

b 1s the movable bottom that is fitted into
the body of the casket, so asto be moved upand
down therein. Haid movablebottom is prefer-
ably upholstered to correspond with the finish
of the interior of the casket, and is provided
with adjustable supports or legs 4, which are
hinged to said movable bottom, as at b, and are
soarranged that they will liein the slotted open-
ings 1 when thrown up, as shown in Fig. 2,
and 1n that position will be secured in place by
thespring-catches2. Saldadjustablesupports
are adapted to swing downwardly through the
slotted openings 1 to maintain the movable
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- bottom B 1n its raised position, as shown in

Fig. 1.

C is the cover or lid of the casket, and it is
preferably attached to the body A by means
of separable hinges 6, which are connected to-
gether by detachable pins 7, so that said cover
can be readily removed from the body of the
casket. The cover C has on its edge opposite
the hinges 6 hooks 8, which, when the pins 7 75
are 1nserted 1n the parts of the hinges secured
to the body A, may be engaged over said pins
to hold the cover suspended in a convenient

70

- place where 1t will be practically out of the

way but in easy reach when required for use. So
The operation of my burial-casket is as fol-
lows: The movable bottom B being at the bot-
tom of the body of the casket, as shown in
Fig. 2, the undertaker, standing at one end of
the casket, reaches around and draws back 83
the spring-catches at the corresponding end of
the casket, and thereby he releases the adjust-
able supports 4 at that end of the casket.
Simultaneously therewith he raises the end of
the casket at which he is standing, for the pur- go
pose of permitting the adjustable supports to
swing down into a vertical position. He then
permits the body of the casketat that end to re-
tarn to its lower position. Afterthisis accom-
plished he goes to the opposite end of the cas- g5
ket and repeats the operations just described,
so as to leave the casket resting on the trestles
D, with the movable bottom B raised asshown
in Fig.1. The movable bottom B when raised
1s restored to its position at the lower part of 100
the body of the casket in the following man-

for the purpose of producing a parallel way | ner: One end of the casket is raised until the
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correspondmn* end of the movable bottom |

bears on the bottom of the casket and the ad-
justable supports at the raised end are lifted
~ clear from the trestle. The adjustable sup-

y ports at the raised end of the casket are then
swung upward and seeured 1n the correspond-
ing slotted openings in the bottom of the cas-
ket, and the raised end of the casket is low-
ered, with the corresponding end of the mov-
10 able bottom resting on the upper face of the
bottom of the casket, after which the oppo-

‘site end of the casket is manipulated in the

same manner, and thereby the movable bot-
tom will be left resting on the upper face of
15 the bottom of the casket, and the adjustable
supports will be in the slotted opemngs formed

in the bottom of the easket. |
1 do not confine myself to the precise means

herein shown and described for fastening the

20 adjustable supports to prevent their protru-

sion below the bottom of the body of the ecas-
ket, as it is obvious that any simple device—

like a revolving button, for instance—will e,f
feet the same purpose.
25 I claim as my invention—

1. A burial-casket having aseries of slotted
openings formed 1nits bottom, and a movable
bottom provided with adj ustable supports -
which correspond in number and position to
the said slotted openings, said supports being 30
hinged to the movable bottom, so as to swing

“into and out of said slotted openingsand there-

in fastened while in their raised position, as
and for the purpose herein specified.
2. In a burial-casket, the combination of 35

‘the body of the casket and 1ts eover connected
together by separable hinges, said cover having
onits edge that is opposite to the one on which

the hinges are secured hooks which are made
independently of said hinges, but which are 40

. fitted to engage with the hinge-pins of the

parts of said hinges that are secured to the
body of the casket for the purpose of suspend-
ing sald cover in a reversed position from the
body of the C‘ISk@t as herein specified.

HENRY RICE

Witnesses:
Wwm. H. Low,
S. B. BREWER.
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