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To all whom it may conceri:

Be 1t known that I, AARON L. BROWN, of
Chieago, in the county of Cook and Stafe of
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in File - Receptacles; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the létters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this speclfication,

This invention relates to filing cases or re-
ceptacles for papers; and it has reference more
particularly to means for securing a series of
index-sheets or an expansible index in such
receptacles, and to a blind cateh or fasténing
for holding closed a lid or cover in a recepta
cle provided with such lid or cover.

The invention consists in the matters here-
inaftter deseribed, and pointed out in the ap-
pended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating
my invention, Figure 1 is a perspective view
of a filing - receptacle embodying the same.
Fig. 218 a central transverse section of the said
receptacle. Fig. 3 is a detail elevation of the
middle part of the back wall of the receptacle
as viewed from the inside thereof, showing the
means for holding the index-sheets within the
receptacle. I'ig. 4 is a detail plan view of the
middle part of the back wall of the receptacle,
the ledge shown in Fig. 1 being broken away
to show the construction of the securing de-
vice for the index-sheets. Fig. 5 is a perspec-
tive view of one of the holding-plates forming
part of the gsheet-securing devices. TFig. 6 is
an enlarged detail section through the meet-
ing edges of the receptacle and cover, illus-
trating the construction of the fastening device
for holding the cover closed. Fig. 7isa per-
spective view of the keeper of the fastening
device as it appears before being attached to
the receptacle. Fig. 8 is a perspective view
1llustrating the part of the fastening device
whiech is secured to the cover.

In the sald drawings, A indicates a filing-
receptacle, which, in the particular form there-
of herein shown, comprises a bottom, A/, two
sides or ends, A* A% a back, A’ a front wall,
A’, (herein shown as hinged to form a flap,)

and a hinged cover, A° Said cover is, as

e

shown, provided on its three free or unat-
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rabbets or recesses «*a® ¢°, formed in the outer
surfaces, respectively, of the end walls, A* A%,
and the front flap, A* :

I B are a series of index-sheets forming an
expansible index and provided with index-
letters upon their free margins in the usual
manuer, and C is a post or rod secured to the
receptacle at the middle part of the back A®
thereof and engaged with the several index-
shects at their rear edges. The receptacle is
provided in its rear wall, A% with a vertical
groove or recess, A’, within which the hold-
mg-rod U 1s located, the index -sheets being
provided with projecting parts ortabs b &, en-
tering the said grooves or recesses, and aper-
tured to engage the rod.
instance illustrated the projections or tabs b b
are made of metal, and are attached to the in-
dex-sheets by means of points or prongs en-
gaging the said sheets, as indicated in Fig. 1.

As a novel means for securing the rod or
post C in place, whereby said post may be eas-
1ly, accurately, and quickly attached to the
receptacle in the process of manufacture, de-
vices are herein shown as follows:

The recess or groove A’ in the back wall, A%,
1s cut through the strip composing said back
wall from edge to edge thereof. Tothe oppo-
site or top and bottom edges of said back wall
over the ends of the groove are secured metal
plates D D, which are provided with eentral
apertures, d d, adapted for engagement with
the ends of the post C. The post, as shown,
1s shouldered at its ends to provide small pro-
jections or points ¢ ¢, entering the apertures
¢ d; but this construction is not necessary, in-
asmuch as the post may be held from endwise
movement by engagement with the parts of
the receptacle arranged to overlie the plates,
as will hereinafter appear. The plates D D
are secured to the back wall, A%, preferably by
means of nails or tacks inserted through holes
d'" d’ near the ends of said plates, and to form
a gulde for accurately placing the parts to-
oether said- plates are provided with prongs
or projections d* @’, and preferably formed by
punching out portions of the metal from the
body of the plate, so as to leave openings
therein, in the manner clearly illustrated in
the drawings. The prongs d* d’ are arranged

tached edges with flanges @ ¢ «/, which enter |

at the same distance apart as the width of the
groove A’, so that when the plate is put in
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- may be thus secured accurately in its proper
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place said prongs d’ d* will bear against the
opposite sides of said groove.. The sald prongs
are arranged at equal distances from the cen-
tral aperture, d, of the plate, so that sald
prongs serve to aeeurately center the said hole
@’ with relation to the groove, and the post

place parallel with the sides of the groove
and in the center of the same without special

‘attention on the part of the operator te secure

this end.

" The bottom A’ of the receptacle Wﬂl usu-
ally be secured to the back A® after the strip

D at the lower edge of the said back has been

attached thereto, so that said bottom A’ ex.
tends over and eovers the said stup D, as
clearly shown in Fig. 2

E 1s a strip of wood or Stmw board, which.
is preferably secured to the upper edge of the
back wall, A%, within the cover and over the
upper p]ate D after the latter has been at-
tached, so aslto give a smooth finish to the re-
eepta,ele at this point,.and also to form a ledge

to prevent the rear edges of the index-sheets

from rising above the rear wall of the recep-
tacle at this point. Inasmuch as theé bottom
A’ and the strip or ledge E cover the metal

plates D D, said parts may serve to hold the

post or rod C in place in case the latter 1s
without shoulders at its ends, as above men-

tioned; but I prefer, for several reasons, to

make the said rod with shoulders at its ends,
in the manner illustrated and above descrlbed

The novel blind or hidden fastening device

for securing the lid or cover of the receptacle
when closed,which forms part of my inven-
tion, 1S made as follows:

It is to be noted, in the first place, that the
front of the box- body is 2. thin and measura-
bly flexible flap hinged at its lower edge to the
bottom. of the box and rabbeted in the outer
surface of its upper edge. The front of the

- cover 1s also rabbeted to give the depending

45

flange o', which fits the rabbet of the fiap A’
and when.the box 18 closed the outer surfaees |

of the cover-front and box flap or front are

- flush. The purpose is to provide a fastening

0
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that will not project in the way of injury, or

one, in other words, that will lle between the

overlapping verbleal surfaces of the rabbets in
the flap and cover front. By this arrange-
ment not only is the fastening concealed and
removed from injury, but it may be readily
opened and closed by reason of the elasticity
of the flexible material forming such box and

cover fronts.

I' is a piece or strip of metal forming a

~ keeper, which is provided with an inclined or

oblique outer surface, and is attached to the

outer vertical surface of the rabbet. of the flap

A*and in position to engage a projection or

- bar, &, upon the inner surface of the flange «’

of the cover-front. As a simple construction
in the keeper F, whereby it may be cheaply
and easily manufactured and applied, said
keeper is made of a single strip of metal pro-

vided w1th shoulders f J at its ends leevmg

379,678

| central prongs, f' f*. At one of its ends the

strip-or plate I is bent at or near the shoul-
ders f f, so as to bring the prong f’ nearly at
right angles to the central part thereof, while
at its opposite end the plateis bent at a point
inward frown the said shoulders f f, so as to

formed 1s Secmed to the receptacle-wall by
inserting the prongs f’ f* through said wall
until the shoulders f f rest against the sald

ang]es with the face of the said wall, the main
part of the keeper being supported by the
shoulders f f of said part ' in an inclined

may be attached either in the rabbet of the
cover or in that of the body-flap of the recep-
tacle, preferably to the latter. When the
keeper is secured in the rabbet of the flap A,

J” f* being inserted through the material com-
posing the flap and clinched upon the inner
surfaee of the latter, as eleally shown in X1ig. 6.
- The metal bar or wire G is adapted for en-
gagement with the keeper I in such manner

bar G in this instance being made'in the form

cover "A° by having its sharpened ends g ¢

cured, 13 placed against the flat surface of the
_ﬂange ¢/, so that the latter supports its outer
transverse part from lateral deflection or move-

in the manner described are adapted to inter-
lock by a springing or yielding of the wall or
flap A* or of the flange A’ of the cover, or both,
30 as to allow the passage of the wire or staple
G- over the inclined surtace of the keeper, and
thus allow the said staple to interlock with the
horizontal part or shoulder ¥ of said keeper.
The cover is unlocked by pressing inwardly
upon the wall or flap A* so as to free the sald
keeper from the staple, in an obvious manner.

struction above set forth may be obtained by
the use of a metal piece or keeper having an in-
clined outer face, together with a part adapted

is made in the form of a bloek provided with
prongsforsecuring it to the receptacie, instead
of a bent strip, as herein shown. The fasten-

between the vertical faces of the rabbets and
operating in the manner described, forms a
fastening which does not project so as to be ex-
posed to injury, and one which 1s at the same
time easily operated without care or attention
on the part of the person using the receptacle.
A fastening so located is herein claimed with-
out restriction to the exact form thereof 111113
trated.

1 claim as my invention—

as to interlock with the part I thereof, said

| of a staple and secured to the flange a’ of the

for engagement therewith, when said keeper

ing device, consisting of two parts arranged

70

form:a part, F', which, when the keeper thus '_ .

75

wall, will form a shoulder standing at right
S0

or oblique position. The keeper thus made

as herein shown, its part IV will be plaeed |
nearest the botitom of the rabbet, the prongs
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‘driven into the wall or ledge a® of the rabbet
| of the cover A5, The staple, when thus se-

icC

ment. - The partsofthecatch orfastening made
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The same general result obtained by the con- |
I
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1. The combination, with a filing- receptacle -
J. provided with a. vertlcal groove in its rear_.-
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wall, of a series of index-sheets, a post or rod
for holding said index-sheets within the re-
ceptacle, and fastening devices for the post or
rod, consisting of metal plates secured to the
rear wall of the receptacle over the ends of the
grooves therein, said plates being provided
with central holes to receive the ends of the
post, and with inwardly-bent parts or prongs

- engaging the side walls of the groove, substan-

10

tially as described.

2. The combination, with the rabbeted body
and cover frounts, overlapping as shown, of a

fastening device having its two engag{ng parts
located severallyinthe rabbets of the said body

and cover fronts, substantially as and for the 15

purpose set forth.
In testimony that I claim the foregoingasmy

invention I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

AARON L. BROWN.

Witnesses:
C. CLARENCE PoOLE,
CHARLES T. LoRING.
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