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To all whony it may conceri:
Beit knownthatl, GEORGE JOSEPHSPENNE-
BERG, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Worthville, in the county of Carroll and
s State of Kentucky, have invented a.new and
useful Improvementin Shaft-Holders, of which
the following is a specification.
This invention relates to shaft-holders.

The object of the present invention Is the |

1o production of a shaft-holder which wili, when

‘the shafts, tongue, or thills of a vehicle are

raised, automatically lock them in an elevated
position and securely retain them in that po-

 sition until released by a pull upon a cord, !
15 wire, or similar means connected with a lateh

for disengaging the same to permit the shafts,
tongue, or thills to be lowered to thelr normal
position; and, furthermore, the objeet of the
invention is to provide a shaft-holder which

>0 will be compact, strong and durable, simple
and cheap in construction, and positive and
reliable in operation. |

The invention consists in a shaft -holder com- |

prising a curved arm, one end of which being
25 suitably connected to the shalft, thill, or tongue
by bolts, serews, or the like, the other end of
the curved arm being wedge shaped and hav-
‘ing a depression, coneavity, or hole it, and a
spring-lateh secured to the axle or running-
30 gear, whereby when theshaits, thills, ortongue
is raised the wedge-shaped end of the curved
arm will engage the spring-lateh, which will
retain the shaft, thill, or tongue in an elevated
position. Furthermore, in a shaft-holder com-
3¢ prising a carved arm one end of which is suit-
ably connected to the shaft, thill, or tongue,
the other end of the curved arm being wedge-
shaped and having a depression, concavity, or
hole in it, a spring-lateh fastened to the axle
10 andadapted tobeengaged by the wedge-shaped
end of the curved arm when the shaft, thill,
or tongue is raised, and a guide located at the
rear of the spring-latch, and a cord secured t0
the boltof thespring-latch and passing through
45 the guide, whereby the shafts, thills, or tongue
may be lowered, when desired, by a pull onthe
cord. Furthermore, the combination, with an
axle provided with a latch, of the shaft, thill,
or tongue provided with an arm adapted to
so engage the latch when the shaft,thill,or tongue

direction.

' is in an elevated position. Furthermore,in the

shaft, thill, or tongue a curved arm secured
thereto, an axle, a plate secured to the under
side of the axle by a clip and having one of
its sides formed into a barrel or casing,a spring 55
located in the barrel or casing, and a bolt ca-
pable of limited movement in the barrel or cas-
ing and acted upon by the spring, the tendency
of which is to force the bolt into an extended
position; and,finally, in various novel details 60
of construction, whereby the foregoing objects
are attained and the device rendered positive
and reliable. - | |

In the accompanying drawings, forming part
of this specification, and in which like letters 65
of reference designate corresponding parts,
Figure 1 isa perspective view ol a shaft-holder
embodying my improvements, the shait being
in its normal position. Fig. 2 1s a transverse
sectional view of the same with the shaft Inan 70
elevated position. Fig.3isa plan view of the -
bottom of the shaft-holder, iliustrating the
latch mechanism and the means employed to
disengage the latch. ' o

In theaccompanying drawings, A designates 75
the shaft or thill, having on its lower side the |
shaft-strap B, secured to it by bolts and nuts or
similar means. Theshaftor thill is connected
to the axle C by means of the shaft-strap B,
which is hinged to two projections, d d’, of the 8o
clip D. On the uppersideof theshaft or thill
A is provided a curved arm, K, which 1s first
bent upward and then backward ina horizontal
The lower end, ¢, of the curved
arm I is spread out and made to conform to 85
the configuration of the upper surface of the
shaft or thills A, to which it is fastened by
means of a bolt passing through the lower end,
e, the shaft or thill A, and the shaft-strap B.
The upper end, ¢, of the curved arm I is fiaé- 9o
tened and the underside of it asit approaches
the edge is inclined, makingtheende wedge-
shaped. A hole, ¢, is punched or otherwise
formed in the end ¢ for the receptionof a bolt,
G, hereinafter to be fully described. 95

Tt is obvious that a depression or concavity

might be made in the bottom of the wedge-

shaped end ¢ for the reception of the bolt &
without departing from the spiritof my inven-
tion; but I prefer, as illustrated in the draw- 100
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~_Aplate F, is fastened to theasle Oby means

. - . . . . . .
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ings, that the hole ¢ should extend: entirely.

through the wedge-shaped end.

- . -

of a elip, D, which has formed on oneside, (the

side to which theshaft or thill A is connected.)
twosmall projections, d and d, between which
the ends of the shaft strap B are binged by a
SEEESEEE SN RO bolt which passes tlirough holes in the pro-

~ Jections d and @ and through the end of the

~ o'shaftstrap B, which is formed to receive i,
- The threaded ends of the clip D, which sur-
~rounds the axle A, pass through holes pro- |

- vided for their reception in the plate F\, that is

R P vy

~ secured to the clip by nuts, whicl _
15 the threaded ends. One side of the plate I is
- constructed to form a barrel or casing, f,
- adaptedto receive abolt,G,and a spiral spring,
| . H, the whole formi ng .a spring-lateh..
~ barrel or casing fis slotted at f/, and in this
slot slides a pin, g, which is fixed to thebolt
- G and has an eye formed in its outer end.

- This pin g, working in the slot /, limits the

- Intheback of thebarrel or casing fis placed |

by nats, which take upon

- a spiral spring, H, which bears upon the bolt
- G and keeps it iu an extended position. A

HHE small guide, f* is fixed to the rear of the bar-

~ withdrawn by a pnll on thecord I.
35
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30 rel or casing £, and through this guide passes
~acord, wire, or the like, I, which is tied or
~ otherwise secured to the eye of the
- whereby, when d

- When the vehicle is not in use and
sired that the shafts or thill should be elevated
and out of the way, they are raised and the
outer end, ¢, of the curved arm is brought in
contact with the spring-latch and the bolt G
engages the hole ¢% and locks the curved arm
B, which thereby retains the shafts or thills in
an elevated position. Assoon as it is desired

out of engagement with the hole ¢ by means
of the cord 1. - | |

From the foregoing it will be clearly seen
that a shaft-holder of the deseribed construc-
tion will be compact, strong, and durable, and
will, when the shafts or thills are raised, auto-
matically lock them in an elevated position
and hold them there until it 18 desired to re-
lease them.

Having thus fuily described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

ement 1s regulated by the length of the

to the eye of the pin g,
esired, the latch may be

it is de- |

379,547

{ Dpass over the axle and engage the latch when
the shaft, thill, or tongue is in an elevated:
position, substantially as set SRR
4 lnashaft-holder, the combination, with
‘the axle and the shaft or thill mounted there-
onand havingthe curvedarm E,provided with 85
a hole, socket, or depression, of the plate se-
Culedtﬂ the a-X]e and hﬂ\lﬂg 3asba;l;].*el or (‘f‘LS* | . | - | - |
ing,: £, the bolt mou nted in the said bar 19.1 or
| casing and adapted to engage the hole,socket, =

as set forth,

1. A shaft-holder comprising a curved arm,

- one end of which being suitably connected to
the shaft, thill, or tongue, the other end be- |
ing wedge-shaped and having a depression,
- concavity, or hole, and a spring-latch secured
to the axle or running-gear and adapted to be
engaged by the curved arm, whereby when the -
~shafts or thills are raised they will be held in
-an elevated position,substantially as described.
- 2.. A shaft-holder eomprising an arm, one o
‘end being suitably eonnected to the shaft or = =~

6

thill, the other end being provided with ade- SR
i bression, concavity, or hole, a latch fastened to =~
| the axle and adapted to be engaged by the
arm, a guide located at the rear of the latch, 70 N
‘and a cord, wire, or the like secured to thebolt
| of the latch and passing through the guide,
~'The | whereby the bolt may be withdrawn from en.
‘gagement with the arm by a pull on the cord,
‘wire, or the like, substantiall y as and for the

purpose deseribed. 0T
| 1Z 10 bhe Sic 1nigs the | 3. The combination, with the axle provided =
- ovement of the bolt G. The length of the |
13OV

EEN

| with a latch on its rear side, of theshaft, thill, .
or tongue having a curved arm adapted to =
o

oo

ordepression inthe arm E, and the spring dis. go

posed 1n the barrel or casing in rear of the
bolt and adapted to normally liold it extended,
substantially as specified.

5. In a shaft-holder, the combination, with
the axle and the shaft or thill mounted there.
on and carrying a rigid arm provided with a

| hole, socket, or depression, of the plate F, at-
to lower them, the bolt G is pulled back and

tached to the axle, the spring-actuated bolt
mounted thereon and adapted to engage the
hole, socket, or depression in the said arn,
and the cord, wire, or the like connected to
the bolt, substantially as and for the purpose
specified. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
GEORGE JOSEPH SPENNEBERG.

Witnesses: |
- JAMES (. GOSHE,
ERNEST C. SMITH.
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