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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN LEE MITCH-
ELL, a citizen of the United States, residing at
Wilton, in the county of Monroe and State of

ful Improvements in Devices for Tightening
Barb-Wire; and I do-declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of thein-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings,and to the letters and figures of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

Thisinvention relatesto wire-tighteners,and
has for its object to provide a simple device for
tightening fence- wires when through any cause
they become slack.

The device is designed,chiefly, for tightening
the wires after the fenceis constructed,and not
Guring or at the time of construetion.

The immprovement consists in a wire-tighten-
ing wrench of novel and peculiar construction,
which will be more fully hereinafter set forth
and claimed, and shown in the drawings, in
which— |

Figure1isa perspective view of the wreneh,
showing its reduction to practice; Fig. 2, a per-
spective view showing thering or band slipped
back on the shank of the wrench, part of the
shank being broken away in each figure.

The wrench is composed of the shank A,
having a handle, B, at one end, and the wire
holding and tightening devices at the other
end, consisting of the retaining-lips ¢,the anch-
oring stud d, and the ring or band ¢, adapted
to slide along on the shank and over the re-
taining-lips ¢, to hold the wire 1n engagement
therewith and to bend the wire prior totight-
The ring or band e is large enough
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without slipping off. The retaining-lipscare

undercut to hold the wire in position, and the

anchoring-stud is curved rearwardly to pre-
vent slipping of the wire. =~

For tightening the wire the wrench 18 ap-
plied with the anchoring-stud fitting over the
wire. The band, previously slipped up close
to the handle or in the rear of the anchoring-
stud,is now forced forward. This formsa loop

i or kink in which the wire is engaged by the

retaining-lips. The wrench i3 now turned,
forming a loop and twist, until the wire is suf-
ficiently tightened. The ring is then slipped
back and the wrench detached ready for use

.again.

Having thus described my invention, what 1
claim, and desire to sccure by Letters Patent,
18—

1. A wire-tightening wrench composed of a
shank having an anchoring-stud and retain-
ing-lips, and a ring or band adapted to slide
along on the shank and over the retaining-lips,
substantially as and for the purposespecified.

2. A wire-tightening wrench composed of a
shank, having a handle at one end and an
anchoring-stud and retaining-lips at the other
end, and a band or ring adapted to slide along
on the stem and over the retaining-lips, sub-
stantially as set torth.

3. The combination, with the shank and the
anchoring-stud, of the ring or band adapted
to slide along on the shank for bending the
wire about said stud, substantially as and for
the purpose specified.

- In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

BENJAMIN LEE MITCHELL.

VWitnesses:
L. M. T1TUS,
C. BE. PHIiLLiPs,.
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