(No Model,) o .
J. R. WERTH. .

BUILDING BLOCK.
No. 379,429, - Patented Mar. 13, 1888.

1]
- *‘* 'l‘l“.' 'u

L}
® q...i"\‘_‘-li: LI-.-.-'




10

5

20

"Un1TED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

nal

JAMES R. WERTH, OF RICHMOND, VIRGINIA.

BUILDING-BLOCK.

SPECIPICATION forming part of T.etters Patent No. 379,429, dated March 13, 1888.
application filed May 23, 1887, Serial No. 239,107, (No model.}

To altl whonmv it maly concerr:

Be it known that I, JaAMES R. WERTH, of
Richmond, in the county of Henrico and State
of Virginia, have invented a new and useful

Tmprovement in Artificial Building Blocks or

Bricks, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. | . |
The object of this invention is to produce a
novel form of artificial building brick or block
that shall have a rough fractured face sur-
rounded by a smooth rectangular building
margin; and the invention counsists of such a
construction made by first molding a multiple
brick eake with incisions, grooves, or depres-
sions of rectangular shape, dividing it into

two or more sections, and then breaking the

sections apart at the grooves. The grooves
formed in the multiple brick secure a reason-
ably regular fracture, and also give 2 finish to
the edges aronnd the fractured surface, besides
serving as an aid in the ‘“pointing’’ of the

“walls, sothat a properalignment may be main-
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tained. The multiple brick ca:e may be
broken up intoits constituent building-bricks
either before burning or after.

In making the multiple brick cake or bar,

any of the ordinary brick-molds or plastie,

semi-plastie.dry-press,or semi-press machines
may be used, itbeingsimply necessary to pro-

vide the molds or the dies of the machines
with blades,ribs,or projections of rectangular

shape that will form the necessary grooves,
and some or all of the grooves may be put in
by hand.

Inthe accompanying drawings, IFigure 1 rep-
resents 2 mold for forming the multiple brick
cake, it being simply a wooden box, 1, of the
required shape,provided with a rib, 2, of rect-
angular shape, to forin the dividing-groove.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the multiple
brick cake, showing the rectangular dividing-
oroove at 3. Fig. 3 isa perspective view, and
Fig. 4 an end view,of the completed building-
brick, the fractured building-face of the brick
being shown at 4 and the marginal building-
edge at 5. Fig. 5is a front view of a number
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of such bricks as they appear when assembled
into a wall. | |

I have shown a multiple brick of but two
sections; but it may be formed of any nuinber
of seetions,and it may be broken so as to show
more than one fractured or flesh side. I pre-
fer, however, for the horizontal faces the
smooth surface. The grooves may be wider
in some cases than in others, so as to vary the
appearance.

I have shown simply a wooden box, 1, as a
mold; but the brick cake may be formed in a
metal mold with plungers provided with ribs
or blades. ‘

1 am aware that it is not new to form scoria
blocks for paving purposes with a surround-
ing V-shaped groove, the same to be divided
at such groove by fracture, so as to present a
rough surface for the wearing-surface; but
such is not the equivalent of my invention.
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[ am also aware that rectangular grooves

have been employed in the manufactureof tiles
and other articles for indicating the place of
fracture for separation. I do not, therefore,
claim separating-grooves of such shape,broad-
ly. I am not awarethata building-brick has
ever been produced in twin form having a
oroove indicating the place of fracture, the
product being a new and useful improvement
in ornamental building-bricks. |

[ claim as new and of my invention—

An artificial building block or brick con-
sisting of a ecake in the form of a parallelo-
pipedon, having rectangular dividing-grooves
3 around the body thereof, the block or brick
being adapted to be broken between the walls
of the grooves to form blocks or bricks having
fractured projecting portions or fronts and
rectangular building lines or edges completely
surronnding the fractured projecting portions
or fronts.

JAMES R. WERTH.

Witnesses:
F. V. L. TURNER,
G. M. WILSON.
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