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To all whom 6t may concerm:

Be it known that I, DARIUS A. RUNNELS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Lizton,
in the county of Hendricks and State of Indiana,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Devices for Use in Preventing Hogs
from Rooting; and I do declare the following
to bea full, clear, and exact deseription of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled 1n
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the acecompa-
nying drawing, and to the lefters and figures
of reference marked thereon, which form a
part of this specification.

This invention relates to devices for use in
disabling the noses of hogs in order to prevent
the animals from rooting; and it has for 1ts ob-
jeet to provide a tool by the use of which the
cords or leaders of the snout may be severed
at a single movement of the operating-knife.

Heretofore it has been common in prevent-
ing hogs from rooting to resort to the use of
nose-rings or nose- ]ewels but the use of these
devices has been found to be objectionable, 1n
that unnecessary pain is inflicted in inserting
the same and the continued use of the device
is necessary, and the nose of the animal 1s thus
kept continually inflamed and sore. I have
found from experience that the hog may be in-
capacitated from rooting by simply cutting or
severing the leaders or cords controlling the
snout. By this operation the rooter is loos-
ened and it becomes impossible for the animal
to root. When oncesevered, these cords will-
never reunite, and if the operation 18 per-
formed with a sharp instrument little pain 1s
inflicted and the injured parts will soon heal.
In order to effectually accomplish this result
I have provided a simple device by the use of

Bl

I the animal.

which I am enabled by a single movement to
sever the cords or leaders in both nostrils of |

Such a device I have shown in
the accompanying drawing, which represents
in perspective a knife or tool constructed in
accordance with my invention.

Referring to the details of the drawing, A

15

represents the handle, which 1s in all respects

similar to that of an or dinary knife and tools
of alikecharacter. Detachablysecured to the
smaller end of this handle, by means of the ad-
justable ferrule B, are two hooked or hawk-
bill blades, C C.

In order to provide for regulating the dis-
tance between the blades, so as to ad&pt the
knife for use in operating upon animals of dif-
ferent sizes, I providea thumb-screw, D, which
is passed through the blade Uandbears agalnst
the inner face of the adjacent biade.

Having thus described my invention and set
forth ils merlts, what I claim to be new, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, 18—

1. A device for the purpose descubed com-

prising a handle and two independent blades

having one end secured to said handle and
said blades extended in the same general di-
rection side by side but diverging from the

point of attachment with the handle to their

free ends, with their cutting-edges extended In
the same transverse direction, substantially as
and for the purpose described. |

2. Inadevice for the parpose deseribed, the
combination, with the handle A and two inde-
pendent dwergmﬂ' hooked cutting-blades, C U,
of the screw D for regulating the dlverﬂ*ence
of said blades, as set forth.

In testlmony whereof I affix my signature in -

presence of two. witnesses. |
DARIUS A. RUNNELS.

Witnesses:
JAS. R. DOWDEN,
B. VW. HARRIS.
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