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To all whom it may concerw: a

Be it known that I, AucusT C. OHLSEN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cin-
cinnati, Hamilton county, Ohio, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in Safety
Top - Prop Springs and Bow - Protectors, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to folding tops of bug-
gies and other carriages in which the top 18
constructed and arranged to fold down out of
the way when desired. These topsare nsually
constructed of supports termed ** bows,’’ radi-
ally pivoted to a common stud at the side of
and in front of the seat, and fold back upon
resting supports or studs at therear of the seat,
known as ““ top-props.”” Asthe weight of the
top is principally at the outer ends of the ra-
dial bows, when the top is folded baekward
and falls by gravity upon the top-props, a se-
vere breakingstrain is brought upon the bows,
their pivots, and also the top-props. These
strains are repeated also in the movement of
the top when folded back, caused by the pas-
sage of the vehicle over rough ground.

The objeet; of my invention 1s to provide 2a
remedy for these defective conditions; and 1t
consists,broadly,inthe application of aspring- |
buffer, preferably combined with thetop-props
to receive the impact of the carriage-top when
thrown back, and to furnish at all times a
spring or buffer support for the top whilerest-
ing in said position. R

My invention is embodied in mechanism, a
preferable form of which is hereinafter de-
scribed, and is illustrated in the acecompany-
ing drawings. |

TIn the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of a buggy-top to which my invention 1s
applied, shown with the top set up. Fig. 21s
a similar elevation shown with the top down
and the bows resting upon the spring-support.
Figs. 3, 4, b, and 6 are details showing the
preferred mode of counstruction. |

Referring now to the drawings, A represents
the bed of the buggy and seat; B, the top; b b,
the bows; ¢, their common pivot-stud; ¢, the
locking-braces, and C the top-prop.

As usually constructed, the top-prop con-
sists of a mere projecting stud covered with
leather or other covering to prevent wear
upon the bows, but furnishing no resilient
support for the top. When the top isthrown

back, it falls upon the top-prop with consider-
able force, which is largely increased by the
overhanging of the folded top at the rear, fre- 55
quently resulting in breaking the bows, or the
pivots, or the top-props. In traveling over
uneven ground the overhung position of the
folded top produces a more or less constanst
hammering upon the top-prop, which also
tends to injure the parts in the same manner.

In carrying out my inventionin its preferred
form I place upon the top-prop C a coiled
spring, S, of any suitable material, firmly se-
cured thereto, with its free end projected 1into 55
a position convenient to receive the impact ot
the folded top in its descent and form a rest-
ing-support for the same at all times.

The preferred manner of securing thespring, -

ag illustrated in detail in Figs. 3 and 4, is as yo

follows: The stud or top-prop C is squared,
and the engaging end of the spring 1s corre-
spondingly formed to fit snugly around 1it.
When placed in position, a covering sleeve
or box, s, of metal, suitably formed, as indi- 75
cated in the details, is slipped upon the top-
prop and driven home over the engaging por-
tion of the spring, thus clamping the same
firmly to the exterior of the top-prop. '1he
external form of the sleeve or box s may be 8o
round or square, and the spring S may begiven
one or more convolutions between 1ts engag-
ing end upon the top-prop and its free or outer
end. I may also place upon the outer end of
the spring a covering, d, of leather, felt, or 83
any suitable material, to prevent abrasion of
the bows b when they rest upon it. .
Figs. 5 and 6 exhibit modifications in the
form of the spring. In Fig. 5 the spring is
formed as an oval, with its ends brought to-
gether at the under side of the top-prop, car-
ried in through a central opening through the
sleeve or box, and are bent thence outwardly
and upwardly around the top-prop. In Fig.
6 the spring is substantially in the form of an
ordinary carriage-spring, its ends brought to-
cether and passed through a central opening
at fhe upper side of the top-prop. These
serve to illustrate the faet that the form of the
spring may be varied almost indefinitely; but
I prefer the form first deseribed. Usual wash-
ers are placed at the outside and inside of the
spring upon the top-prop, and the whole held
in place by an ornamental nut at the outside.
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I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat- | a resilient support for the bows of said top
ent of the United States— when thrown back, a cushion, of leather, felt, g
1. The combination, with the top-prop of a | or other similar material, attached to the top
- shifting-top buggy or other vehicle, of a flat | of the spring, and an embracing sleeve or box
5 spring fitted to the external contour of the clamplng said spring to the top - prop, substan-
prop, and an embracing sleeve or box clamp- | tially as set forth. |
ing sald spring in position, said spring pro- In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 2c
jecting into the path of the bows of the top | my hand in the presence of two subscribing
and forming a resilient support therefor, sub- | witnesses.

10 stantially as set forth. - AUGUST €. OHLSEN.
2. In combination with the folding top and Witnesses: |
top-prop of a buggy or other vehicle, aspring- 1. M. HosEA,

buffer arranged to receive the impact and form HENRY OHLSEN, Jr.
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