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1o all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JoEN BONFIELD, a c1ti-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve
ments in Police Patrol-Wagons, of which the
following is a specification, to wit:

This invention relatesto poliee patrol-wag-
ons; and 1t consists 1n certain novel details of
the construction and arr angement of the same,

substantially as will be heremaﬂ:er more fully
set forth and claimed.

In order to enable others skilied in the art
to which my invention pertains to make and
use the same, I will now proceed to describe

its construetion and operation, referring fo.

the accompanying drawings, in which—

[ - - - .y h
Figure 1 1s a rear elevation of my vehicle

with the stretcher in position for use. Fig. 2
is a longitudinal vertical section of the vehicle-

body with the stretcher and ecanvas covering |

inuse. Fig. 3 1s aview ol the covering; Hig.
4, a detall perspéective view of one end of the
stretcher; Fig. 5, a view of one of the remov-
able spring-hangers; and Fig. 6 is a portion of
one of the stretcher-bars, showing the spring
for holding the spreader in place.

a represents the body of one of the ordinary |

patrol-wagons in use in many cities in the po-
lice department, and it is provided with lon-
gitudinal seats «" along the sides, a driver’s
seat, a’°, and storage-space beneath the seats
accessible by a small door, @, all in the usual
These vehicles are
often called to respond to accidents,where, for
want of time or in the absence of a regular am-
bulance, they are nsed to convey persons who
are sick or injured to.thelir homes or to the
hospitals. These vehicles, being buillt with
stiff springs to carry a large number of men,
are very hard upon sick or injured persons,
even with careful driving; and to provide
means fortransporting such personsinan easier
and better manner 18 the object of my inven-
tion. Tothisend I provide four or more stand-
ards, 0, whieh I prefer to make of metal,having
their upper ends bent over and hooked,as at ¥/,

toengageand support thespiral springs 07, each
of which is npon its lower end provided with a
large hook, %, to engage the stretcher. These
St‘mdards b are 1emovably set in gnides or

| sockets ¢, sectired to the faces of the lonﬂ*itudi- :

nal c:eats of the body, as in Figs. 1 and 2

The streteher is formed of a piece of canvas,
d, of suitable size and shape, having its edges
formed with wide hems or loops d’ through
which are passed the side bars, d° of sufﬁment
size and strength to extend the whole length
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of the canvas and rigidly support the weight

of the person who may occupy it. These side

bars are braced apart by aspreader, ¢, at each

end, formed with eyes ¢, which pass over the
ends of the side bars and are prevented from

60

being accidentally displaced by a shouldered

spring, €, secured to the side bar, as in Kig. 6.
The canvas hems are cut away at proper inter-
vals, as at €, to give free passage to the hooks,
as will be evident by reference to Fig. 2.
“‘When aperson issick or injured, thestretch-
er, which is usnally kept rolled up and stowed
away beneath the seats, 1s taken out and the
spreaders slipped 1n position to form a rigid
frame, in which the canvas body hangs In an

| easy 100p to receive the body of bhe person

who is then placed upon it. The standards b
are placed in their sockets and the stretcher

suspended upon their hooks 6’, and the patient
| is thus swung upon easy springs and a slight
swaying motion is permitted, which gives a

very easy carriage even over rough roads
The vehicle has 1o top, and to protect the
patient from the weather I provide a canvas

cover, the main body ¢ of which is of proper

size and shape to cover the body of the wagon,

and is provided with side flaps, ¢/, to overlap
the sides of the vehicle, and an end Hap, ¢°, ab
its foot to cover the rear end of the wagon, as
will be at once understood by reference to Iig.
3. The head of this cover is secured to a roller

or bar, &, which not only serves to roll the can-
| vas upon when not in use, but is provided with

hooks ' to engage the driver’s seat and stifi-
ens and holds in place the covering when
in use. This cover is at its forward end en-
gaged with the driver’s seat, and at its rear
end rests upon the rail of the side seats, as in
Fig. 2, with its flaps hanging down to cover the

space between the main body of the cover and

the body of the vehicle.

Topreventthe ecover fromsagging down upon
the patient, I provide a palr of spring-connec-
tions, ¢, which are secured firmly at one end to
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secured to hooksi’on its rear end.
the canvas up, and it will be readily nnder-

the maln body of the canvas and have their !

free ends provided with rings 4, which are
pulled taut over the corners of the vehicle and
This holds

stood that when this is in place the patient is
protected from rain or snow, while the flaps
may at any time be thrown up to admit air
but exclude the sun. This covering is folded
or roiled up and placed under the seat when
not In use, as before explained.

These 1mprovements render the ordinary
patrol-wagon of great use 1n the safe and easy

transportation of sick or injured persons and |

protect them from the effects of the weather.
I do not desire to confine myself to the par-
ticular construction herein shown in regard to

the details of my invention, as they may be !

changed at will—as, for instance, the suspen-

sion - springs O° may be formed in any other ;

well-known manner suitable to this purpose
and of any desired material; and instead of
suspending the cover from the rail of the
driver’s seat 1 may provide a row of staples

25 for that purpose; but the main idea of the de-

vice will not be changed.
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‘Having thus fully deseribed my invention,

‘what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, 1s—
1. The combination, with the canvas stretch-

er-body d, formed with wide hems or loops d’, of

the side bars, d°, provided with shouldered
spring ¢, and the spreaders ¢, having eyes €,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

30

2. The combination, with a vehicle-body, of 35

a flexible covering for the same provided with
hooks or equivalent means for attaching 1its
forward end to the vehicle, and having spring-
connections at its rear end for preventing it
from sagging, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth. |

3. A cover for vehicles, provided with the

. flaps ¢ ¢°, the bar & at its front end, and the

spring-connections ¢ at its rear corners, sub-

' stantially as shown aud desecribed.

g

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

presence of two witnesses.
' JOHN BONFIELD.

- Witnesses: |
W. C. MCARTHUR,
-~ W. 5. MCARTHUR.
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