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o a,ZZ w?wm it may concerm:

Be it known that we, STEPHEN DECATOR
HAarMON and JEPHTHAE MILTON TERRELL,
citizens of the United States, residing at Spring
Hills, in the county of Champaign and State

- of Ohio, haveinvented certain new and useful

IO

1%

20

Improvements in Fence- Posts; and we do

hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact deseription of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which 1t

appertains to make and use the same.

Our invention relates to fence-posts, and
has for its object the provision upon a post of
a flange of peculiarshape and with a peculiar
mode of attachment to the post. To achleve
these objects we prefer to make a post of a
general T shape in cross-section, the body
portion of the post, which is the head of the
T, standing in line with the fence-wires, and

the fin portion of the post, which is the body |

of the T, at right angles thereto, the plate

- forming the head portion of the T having also
- provisions for attaching staples or clamps for
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holding the fence-wires in it. The two plates
may be'cast integral, or may be separate pieces
united In any smtab]e way.

The flange consists of a plate of metal of
suitable thickness, made substantially in the
shape of a Greek cross, with three of 1ts limbs

or arms mortised to recelve the plates of the

post, while the fourth member may be solid.
It is held upon the post by means of a key,
which has a seat In the side of the post, on
which the solid side of the flange lies, and
also a seat in the said side of the flange. The
pin is provided with a head, which forms a

~stop against which the ﬂange rests when the
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post 18 drlven into place.
- plates of the postlikewise serve as stops above

Shoulders on the

the flange.

The accompanying drawings illustrate what
we consider the best means “for carr ying our
invention into pracblce

Figure 1 is a side view of the post and flange
after being driven into the ground. Fig. 2 1s
a plan view. Fig. 3 is a view of the flange
removed from the post. Fig. 4 is a side view

with a portion of the post and flange broken
away to show the pin and manner of fastening.
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three integral.

Fig. 5-is a perspective view of a portion of the 5o
post showing the shoulders against which the
flange rests.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures where they
oceur.

A 18 the po&,b composed of the wings a a’ a2,
two of which, a ¢, stand in line and may be
termed a “single plate.” The wing a* stands
at right angles to the wings a¢ «¢'. All three of

35

| these wings may be cast inftegral, or the two 60

a ¢’ may be cast together and the right-angle
one secured to them; but we prefer to cast all
The wires of the fence find
support in staples or clamps secured in-the
wingsa ¢, or inone of them, as may be desired.
B is a flange, whichis secured uapon the post
by means of a key, b, which rests in a seat, a™,
in the post and fits in a seat or channel, b*** in
the flange. It is provided with a he‘ld b
Shoulders s on the post, coinciding in heighb'
with the under sideof the head, serve to limit
the protrusion of the post through the flange.
The flange has the general shape of a Greek
cross, and has mortises in three of the limbs
of the cross, into which the wings of the post
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are inserted. The wings of the post are thus

1 surrounded on all sides by a flange of about

equal width all round, which serves to hold
the post firmly in an upright position, while
the limb of the flange,which extends out from
the front of the post, insures against sagging
in that direction.

In use the postis pushed throughthe flange
far enough to cause the fiange to be friction-
ally engaged with the key, which rests firmly
in position in its seat on the post. Then the
post 1s driven 1nto the ground and gradually
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forced farther through the flange, which latter

will be sunk into the ground by the driving of
the post a sufficient distance to insure stabil- QO
ity-—say six or eight inches.

Having thus deserlbed our invention, what
we cla;im and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—-—-—'

" 1. The combination, with a T-shaped fence- 95
post having a recessed key-seat in oneside, of

a four-limb flange, three of the limbs being

mortised to fit over the respective wings of the
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1imb of the flange and the post and fitting in
_post having a recessed key-seat in oneside, of

~post, and the other limb channeled, asshown

and the recessed seat in the post, substantmlly

- post, and a key inserted between the other |

the key-seat, subst&ntlally as described.. |
2. The eombmatwn witha T-shaped fence-

a four-limb flange, three of the limbs bemﬂ*
mortised to fit over the respective wings of the

and a key fitfed in the channel in the llmb

as described.

‘3. The combination, witha T- -shaped fence- {
| -posb having a shouldel on each wing, the said |
~ shoulders all lying in the same plane, of a
flange having four limbs, three of which are
- mortised to ht over the post below the shoul-
~ders, and a key for insertion between the other

limb and the post, substantially as deseribed.

379,109

4. The combination, with afence-post of T
Sllape In Cross- sectwn having a recessed key-

seat in its front side a,nd a shoulder on each

wing, of a mortised flange having four limbs
or projections, and a headed key fitting the
key-seat, the shoulders on the wings and the
under Slde of the head of the key all lying in

the same plane, substantially as described.
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In testimony whereof we affix our SIgnabul es o

1n presence of two witnesses.

 SIEPIEN DECATOR HARMOY,
~ JEPHTIAE MILTON TERRELL.

WVanesses R 5
Gro. W. DACIH‘R
T. 1. HAIF |
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