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Lo all whom & muy concerr:
Be 1t known that I, DwicaT L. SMITH, of

Waterbury, in the county of New Haven and

State of Connecticut, have invented a new Im-

v provement in Buckles; and I do hereby de-

clare the following, when talken in connection

with accompanying drawings and the letters

of reference marked thereon;, to be a full, clear,

and exact desceription of the same, and ‘which

10 sald drawingsconstitute part of thls Speelﬁca
tion, and 1epresent in—

Figure 1, a front view of the buckle com-
pletc, Kig. 2, a rear view of the same; Fig. 3,
an end view of the same s Tig. 4, a vertical cen-

15 tral section; Kig. 5, the {rame and bearing-

plate detached, looking from the front; Fig. 6,

- the hook and lever det"whed looking hom the
rear; Fig. 7, a top view.

ThlS mventmn relates to an impmvement

20 1n that class of buckles for wearing-apparel
commonly called ‘‘suspender- buckles,” the
buckle being adapted to engage the suspender-
strap and for the attachment of the braces;
and the invention consists in the construction

25 of the buckle, as hereinafter described, and
particularly recited in the c¢laim.

The tframe of the buckle 1s made from a sin-
gle piece of wire bent to form the top bar, A,
and the twoends,B B, asseenin Fig. 5. From

30 the lower end of the ends B the wireis turned

inward to form pivots € C parallel to the top
bar and 1n line with each other. The extreme
of one or both of the ends -of these pivots is
turned downward to form stops ¢ «.

35 1D 1s the bearing-plate, which is made from
sheet metal,its two ends bent toward the frame
and closed around the respective ends of the
frame, as seen in Iigs. 3, 4, and 7, so as to
firmly secure the bearing-plate to the frame.

jo The plate extends below the pivots, as seen in
Ifigs. 3 and 4 |

The lever 4 is made from sheet metal, con-
structed w:lbh ears b, closed around the pwots
to form a hinge, and so that the lever may

15 sSwing thereon, as 1ndicated in broken lines,
Iig. 4, and so that when in the proper posi-
tion—that 18, 1n substantially the plane of the
frame~-the lever will strike the stops «, as
seen in Fig. 3, and thereby support the frame

50 and lever in their closed position or prevent |

| the movement of either beyond that closed po-

sition. The upper edge of the leveris turned-
toward the bearing-plate D, so as to form an
impinging jaw, d, to engag o the suspender or
strap against the bcalm plate D, inthe usual 53
manner for this class of lever buckles.

The hook FK'-is made from a single piece of
wire doubled at its center, the two branches G
(x from the hook extending up, one to the right
and the other to the left, the said blauches se- 60
cured to the lever E bv ears ¢ f, formed on
the lever and closed around the respective
branches of the hook, as seen in Fig. 6, so that
the hook becomes a permanent part of the
lever . T'rom the lever a downward projec- 65
tion is made to form the spring-tongue H for
the hook. |

To introduce the strap, the hook and lever
are turned out of plane with the frame, as in-
dicated in broken lines, Fig. 4, so that the 7o
strap may be introduced between the bearing-
plate and the jaw of the lever. "Then, when
properly adjusted, the lever is returned into
the plane of the frame and engagement made
upon the strap between the jaw .a,nd bearing- 75
plate.

The bearing-plate may be upon the back of
the frame,asintheillustrations alreadyreferred
o, or it may be upon the front of the frame, as

mdwated in broken lines, Kig. 3, by SImply 80

‘turning the hook in the opp()Slte direction.

I claim—

The combination of the frame made from a
single piece of wire bent to form the top bar,
A, two ends, B B, and the pivots C C, and one 85
or more StOpS, a, the bearing-plate D, made -
from sheet metal and secured to the two ends
of said frame, with the lever I, made from -
sheet metal, hinged to said pivots, its upper
edge turned toward said bearing-plate and so

| as to impinge thereon, and the hook I, made

from wire doubled to form the t1p of the hook,
and the two branches, extending to the right
and left, secured to the said lever I, so as to
permanently unite said hook and lever, sub- g5
stantially as described. |
D‘WIGHT L SM [TH
Witnesses:

H. L. SL.AUSON,

JAMES STOVELL,
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