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To all whom it may concerne

Be it known that I, WALTER J ONES SCUL-
'THORP, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Columbian Grove, in the county of Lunen-
burg and State of Virginia, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Tohaceo-
Hangers; and I do declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the letters and fig-
ures of reference marked thereon, which form
a part of this specification. o

1he object of this invention is to facilitate
the handling and curing of tobacco.

There are various well-known ways of cur-
Ing tobacco-leaves, one process being to string
the leaves on wires attached to a stick,which
bunchestheleavesduring the brocess of euring,
and consequently the heat is not evenly dis-
tributed among them, which prevents an even
color being obtained; also, in the old process
of yellowing tobacco, the tobacco being hung
unevenlyin the barn causes a “sweat’” totake
place,and also causes the tobacco to ““spoil’’ or
turn red before it can bedried off. With my
invention this is entirely obviated, as the
leaves are all hung separately and evenly dis-
tributed on the stick or hanger, and by itspe-
culiar and novel construction the leaves can-
not come 1n contact with each other. "

In'my invention I break the *“yellow’’ or
ripe leaves as they yellow orripen on the stalk,
and so am enabled to harvest all the leaves of
the plant without waste and secure a yield of
great uniformity. This is, however, not new
ot itself. In order to render such a mode of
harvesting tobaceo practicable, I have devised
a new hanger of novel construction, which I
will now proceed toset forth and claim.

In the accompanying drawings, in the sev-
cral figures of which theseveral parts are simi-
larly designated, Tigure 1 is a plan view of
my invention; Fig. 2, a side elevation of the
same; IFig. 3, a cross-section showing the
leaves impaled and the angle at whieh they
are held by the peculiar constraction of the

1 strip of wood or other material, say four and

a half feet long, one anda quarter inch wide,
and five-eighths of an inch thick, having its
two sides beveled toward the top, and is pro-
vided with about ninety pins or nailsarranged
along its extreme edges on both sides, asshown
In Fig. 1, about one inch apart and extending
outwardly and upwardly from the body-piece
about one. inch Along the center of the
body is placed for convenience of handling 6
when filled a handle consisting of one or two
bowed pieces of wire or other suitable mate-
rial. - |

Referring to IMig. 1, letter A represents the
upper flat surface of the body-piece, letter B
the beveled edges, letter C the handle, and let-
ter D the pins, which are arranged alternately
along opposite sides of the body-piece and
pointed at their outer ends, Fig. 2 being a side
clevation of the same. ILetter I, Fig. 3, shows
two pins with the leaves impaled thereon and
will illustrate the manner in which the leaves
wiil hang with their broadest surfaces at right
angles with the length of the body of hanger.
In this way it will be readily seen that the
leaves will be kept entirely apart and free from.
all contact with each other, which greatly as-
sists in curing them properly and requires
much less heat than in any process heretofore
used.

In the barn I have a series of removable
poles arranged horizontally and resting on
sultable cleats at each side of the barn about
four feet apart to receive the hangers, before
mentioned, as they are filled with the tobacco-
leaves. These poles are arranged in “‘tiers’’
or floors about two to three feet apart to the
top of the building, although they can be ar-
ranged closer if the length of the leaves will
admit of it. Itis obvious thatthe top tiers will
be filled first and so downward.

The operation is as follows: The leaves as
they ripen are broken from the parent stem

and placed carefully in the wagon (or in bas-

kets, as desired) with their butts all one way.
After being taken to the barn, the leaves are
taken up, say six at a time, and impaled on

-the pinsof my hanger, one on each pin,in such

pins and sides of the body-piece of the hanger.
50 The body-piece of the hanger consists of a

a manner that the pin will enter the side of -
the stem or butt of the le_af and cause it to 100




2

hang as shown in Fig. 3. This is done very |

rapidly, and after being filled they are handed
up to be placed so that each end rests on one
of the horizontal poles extending across the
barn, each hanger being placed sufficiently far
away from its neighbor to prevent contact of
theleaves. The unripeleaves are left toripen
on the parent stem and are not cut until ripe,
and by removing the ripe leaves from time to
time the ripening of the others is hastened.

- A much lower degree of temperature will be
found to be sufficient to cure tobacco thus har-
vested than is usually employed, and the color
of the leaf when cured on my hanger will be
much improved and more uniform than by the
old methods heretofore employed.
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Having thus fully described my invention !

above, what I claim as new, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent of the United States,
20 18—

\

378,727

1. A tobacco-hanger consisting of abeveled-
sided body-piece provided with a handle and
having pins secured thereto, said pins being
set at an angle to thelines of the sides of the
body-piece and secured to the body-piece al-
ternately on opposite sides, substantially as
and for the purposes specified.

2. A tobacco-hanger consisting of a body-
piece provided with a wire handle made in the
shape of a loop, said body-piece being con-
structed with beveled sides and made widest
at its bottom and provided with upwardly and
outwardly inclined pointed pins, substantially
as and for the purposes specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 35
presence of two witnesses. |

WALTER JONES SCULTHORP.

Witnesses: | | 1

S. A. TERRY,
GEo. K. TERRY.
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