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- bination of parts, as will be hereinafter more
-particularly deseribed, and pointed outin the i
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- pen forms an end for the tube, while the other

- thus forming one end of the pen and the slot
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metal, consists of three parts—a rectangular
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To all whom it may concern: ‘

Beitknown that I, MARSHALL CRITTENDEN
MILLER, a citizen of the United States, resid-
Ing at Bnnis, in the county of Ellisand State of
Texas, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Ant-Traps, of which the fol-
lowing isaspecification, reference being had to
the accompanying drawing, which represents
a perspective view of the same, with a portion
broken away to more clearly illustrate the con-
struction of it. | o

My invention relates to ant-traps; and it
consists in the improved construction and com-

claim. _
The device, which is preferably made of

tube, ¢, a pen, b, and a box or receptacle, c.
The top of the tnbe at one end is slotted longi-
tudinally and bent downward, as shown at d,
and the bottom, near the other end, is provided
with a transverse slot, e. The pen b is secured
to the end of the tube having the longitudinal
slot, so that a portion of one side piece of the

side piece is cub away, so as to fib over the |
tube and be secured to it, the end of the tube

extending from the one side piece to the other. |
The upper edges of the pen, and also of the re- |
ceptacle, are bent inward, as shown at f, to
prevent the escape of the ants from the pen,
except through the tube ¢, and from the recep-
tacle alter they have fallen into it. The end

of the tube having the transverse slot is placed
over the top of the receptacle, so that the ants
will fall into it without the possibility of their
getting out of the tube after once getting into
it, except by falling into the receptacie.

The ants which this trap is designed to catch |

are very peisonous to man and destruective of
vegetation and go in colonies, like bees. They
burrow in the ground, and the dirt which they
carry out to form their home they deposit in 45
a heap, which forms what are known as “ant-
hills.”” In setting the trap the pen is nlaced
over, or, rather, around, one of these hills, and

-enough dirt is placed in the end to which the

tube is secured to enable the ants to run out of zo
the pen onto the top of the tube. As soon as
they get onto the inelined portion of the top
of the tube, they slide down through the slot
into the hollow of the tube, from which they
can only escape by passing out at the other
end into the receptacle. 'The bent or flared
edgesof the top of the receptacle prevent their
escape until they are removed or killed.

The trap can be made of any suitable size,
and can be made of any desired material, al-
though I prefer to make them of tin, as they
can thus be made very light and cheap.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim— | | .

In an ant-trap, the combination of a tube
having a longitudinal slot in its top at one end
and a transverse slot in the bottom near the
other end, the top of the tube on each side of
the longitudinal slot being bent downward, a
pen secured to the end of the tube having the yo
longitudinal slot, & portion of one side piece
of the pen forming an end for the tube and
the otherside piece being ent away and secuied
to the tube, and a receptacle under the end of
the tube having the transverse slot, the upper 7;

‘edges of the pen and of the receptacle Leing

bent or flared inward. _
~ MARSHALL CRITTENDEN MILLER.
Witnesses: ' '

C. T. HoGAN, .
. D. . SAUNDERS.
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