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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ELLEN CUSHING,

OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

‘CORSET-STEEL PROTECTOR.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 378,576, dated February 28, 1888,
| Application filed June 29, 188%. Herial No. 249,918, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ELLEN CUSHING, of the
city and county of San Francisco, State of Cali-
fornia, have invented an Improvement in Cor-
set-Steel Protectors; and I hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same.

My invention relates to thatclassof protect-
ors for corset-steels inwhich an auxiliary piece
of steel is employed to stiffen a previously-
broken steel or strengthen a perfect one. |

My invention eonSISts in the construction
and combination of devices, which I shall here-
inafter fully describe and claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
DT otectm partially bent and folded. Tig. 2is
an elevation showing its application to a cor-
set. 1fig. 3 1s a cross-section of the protector
and the mc] osed corset-steel.

The protector, as shown in Fig. 1 by the let-
ter A, consists of a metal plece or strip bent

- on its longitudinal center, 80 as to form two
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parallel folds or laps, between which the cor-
seb-steel I3, Kig. 3, fits, lying close up to the
bend. The metal protector has its folds wide
enough to lap over onto the cloth of the corset,
as shown at «, whereby it may be secured by
some sulfable fastening —such as stitching

y through holes prepmed for the thread, or, as
here shown by tongues ¢, struck up from the
metal and pflssmﬂ‘ through the cloth, being
clinched on the other sule,after the manner of |

paper-tasteners. The protector has its outer

fold or lap preferably made shorter than its

inner one, asshown in Fig. 1, the object being
to give the inclosed steel a stifiness gleater
bhan 1f the two folds were of equal length, ter-
minating in the same cross-piane.

olots or holes ¢ are made in the protectors |

for the proper passage and exposure of the

hooks and eyes b of the steels; but when the
protectors are used for side steels these slots

are unnecessary.

When the protector is &pplled o eorsets al- 45
ready made, it is fitted right over the cloth;
but if applied in the manuafacture it may be o
fitted directly to the steel and be covered by
the cloth, and it may then be riveted to the
steel or secured in any other suitable manner, 50

The protector may be used tostiffen abroken
steel or to strengthen a perfect one.

I am aware of corset-steel protectors which
consist of auxiliarysteels laid against the main
steel on one or both sides thereof, and I also
know of a corset-steel which is bent longitudi-
nally on itself; but these are not my mventlon

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letbers
Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a corset, of a cor-
set-steel protector made of a single mdepend
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ent piece or strip of metal bent longitudinally

and fitted over or embracing the steel of the
corset, said piece or strip having its folds of
unequal -lengths and projecting beyond the

steel, whereby it may be fastened to the cor-

set, substantially as deseribed.

2. The combination, with a corset, of a cor-
set-steel protector made of a single piece or vo
strip of metal bent and folded longitudinally,
whereby it may be fitted over the steel of the
corset,and provided at 1ts longitudinal center
with slofs or eyes for the passage and expos-
ure of the hooks and eyes of said steel, sub- 75
stantiallyas herein described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand.

ELLEN CUSHING,

Wilnesses:
. H. NOURSE,
H.. C. LEE.
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