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To all whom it may concein: n

Be it known that I, CuArRLES H. PraTr, of
Butte City, in the county of Silver Bow and
Lerritory of Montana, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Fastening
Devices, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings.

The object of my invention is to provide a
device whereby the end of a laee with which
a shoe, glove, or other like article is laced or
fastened may be quickly and effectively se-

~cured, so that it shall not slip or become
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; single lace.

loosened. |

T'o this end it consists of a helix of wire or
other spring metal,having means for securing
the ends thereof to the article with which if is
to be used, and having, also, alip turned up-
ward to facilitate the introduction of the cord
benecath said helix, and also in the details of the
particalar form shown and described, as point-
ed out in the claims.

“In the drawings, Figure 1 shows my device
attached to a shoe and securing the end of a
Kig. 2 shows it attached to an
umbrella. Figs. 3and4are enlarged detached
views of the device in different forms,and Ifig.

918 a side elevation of my fastening device.

30

33

4.0

45

Bieferring to the parts by letters, A repre-
sents a helix, preferably made of steel wire,
the coils of which lie in substantially the same
plane. The number of coils in the helix is
not material, further than that there should
be as many as the drawings show—to wit,
about one and ome-half coil. In the form
shown the ends of the wire are bent at substan-
tially right angles to the plane of the helix,
thereby forming the arms « o whereby said
helix is attached to any article. Ataconven-
lent point the wire is bent npward, forming
the lip ¢’,under which a cord is easily drawn.

In Fig. 1 the device is shown attached to g
shoe. The armsa«’ passthrongh the leather,
and are clinched on the under side thereof to
hold the device flat against the leather.
single lace only is employed, and the shoe is
provided with the usual lacing eyelets and
hooks. The shoe islaced and the lace or cord

tightly drawn and carried across to the fast-
ener A. It is then drawn under the helix,
the lip «* facilitating its introduetion, and car-
ried around until the cord is wound about the
wire near the center of the helix and at a |

A

point in line with the strain of the cord, at
which point it is advantageous to suddenly
bend the wire in the direction of its curva-
ture,as shown at the point marked ¢®>. In this
position the cord is held firmly, first, by the
pressure of the wire of the outer coil, and
also, and principally, by the pressure of the

| wire at the point marked 2 and by the fric-

tlon of the cord around the wire at this point.
If the cord be again introduced beneath the
lip ¢ and carried around to the center, addi-
tional secarity is given by the additional press-
ure of the wire. _—

The device above described may be used to
fasten the lacing of a glove, or, as shown in
Hig. 2, to secure the cord about an umbrella.
It may also he employed on corsets to secure
the lacing-cord, or in any place where it is de-
sired to secure a tightly-drawn cord. When
made of proper size and strength and pro-
vided with suitable means for securing it to a
wagon or carriage, it also makes an effective
rein-holder. |

The device has been thus far described as

made of wire; but for some purposes it may be

stamped from sheet metal, as shown in Fig. 4.
Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

L. In the herein-described fastening deviee,
a helix of spring metal, the coils of which lie
in substantially the same plane, having the
turned-uplip ¢’,and having,also, means where-
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by the ends of said helix may be secured to

any desired article, substantially as and for
the purpose specified.

2. A fastener for shoes, gloves, &e., consist-

1ng of a helix of spring metal, the coils of which
lie 1n substantially the same plane, having the
arms ¢ ' and the turned-up lip «, substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.

5. A fastener for shoes, gloves, &e., consist-
ingof a helix of spring metal, the coils of which
lie in substantially the same plane, having the
arms ¢ «, the turned-up lip %, and an abraps
bend near the center of the helix and in the
direction of its curvature, substantially as and
for the purpose specified. -

CHARLES H. PRATT.

Witnesses:
A. LUNDEEN,
E. I.. THURSTON.
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