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To all whom T 1l CORCEFTL

Be it known that I, Josepx I, BAZILL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at St. |
Paris, in the county of Champaign and dtate
of Ohio, have invented certain new and useinl
Improvements in Fences, of which the follow-
ing is a specification. B

My invention relates
which are portable ov
natures; and it particularly relates
fences known as ¢“straight-line fences,’’ which
aré formed of rails or boards secured together
and held in place to form a fence by means of
wire. -

The objects of my invention are, first,to pro- .
vide a stay or brace wire of novel construction,
having a tension device, by means of which 1t
may be tightened against therespective panels
of fence, and thus hold them securely in posi-
tion, the stay-wire and tension device being 806
construeted and arranged that the fence may
be readily adjusted to assume a perpendicular
position without regard to the conditions or
“nelination of the ground on which 16 18 placed.

My object is farther 1o provide a fence of
novel construction that is capable of being
readily adjusted in piace or removed as de-
sired. -

My invention consists in various construc-
tions and combinations ol parts, hereinafter
described, and pointed outin the clalms.

Tn the accompanying drawings, Ifigure 118
o, perspective view of a portion of a fence em-
podying my invention,in which the respeetive
paneis are constructed from boards or slats. |
I'ig. 2 is a similar view showing the fence ¢on-
poles. Figs, 3 and 3" are
detailed views of the ground plece or Su pport,
showing the method of secaring the same in
place. Fig. 4152 vertical sectional view of a
fence composed of boards. Fig. 5is a similar
view of afence consbructed of rails. IFigs. G to
9, inclusive, are views showing modifications
of my deviee, which will be referred to herein-
aiter.

Tt has become common
wire and rails or boards. 1t has also become
common to use stay-wires, having devices for.
tightening the same for adjusting the fence in
Tn the devices heretofore
however, difficulty has

to that class of fences
semi-portable in their
to those |

il

to make feneces with

used for this purpose,

been experienced 1n holding the fence firmly |

in securing the same in a proper
upright position, owing to the peculiar con-
struction and location of the tension device.

By my invention herein deseribed I pro-
vide a stay-wire and tension device, which 18
drawn tightly against the fence, and at the
same time draws equally from eachside of the
stay-wire, thus securely supporting the fence
in any desired position of adjustment.

In the accompanying drawingsa ¢ @ @’ rep-

in place, and

resent the respective rails or boards, which

form a panel ofthe fence. These rails or boards
are preferably secured together, at either end,
by means of cross - pieces 0, which may be
wired or otherwise secured thereto to form
separate and complete panels. These panels
are each adapted at their respective ends to
rest on the base-pieces ¢, which are fastened
securely to the ground 1n a mauner hereinaf-
ter described. | ~

In placing the fence 10 position the ends of
the respective panels are placed together, 80
that the boards or railsforming the same over-
lap, as shown in Ifigs. 1 and 2. The stay-wire
d is passed over two of the boards or rails, so

| as to form o loop, as shown in dotted lines in

Figs. 4 and 5, after whieh they are crossed be-
1ow thelowerrail contained intheloop therein,
and secured at either end to the hase-pieces ¢.

‘While in this position the stay-wire d draws

equally from both sides; but from the peculiar
form of the loop the fence is adapted to be
moved at the top in either direction to bring
it to a vertical or other desired position, the
wire forming the loop being adapted to slip
over the rails inclosed thereby.

Tn order to secure the fence in any desired
position I provide & tension device located
between the respective rails contained I said
loop, and so constructed that the sides of the
loop are drawn tightly aoainst the inclosed
rails at the top and bottom, the location of the
tension device being such that the slack irom
the stay-wire is taken up equally from both
sides, thus firmly binding and supporting the
fonce without drawing it in either direction
from the perpendicular or other aesired po-

sition. I preferably accomplish this by in-

serting in the loop a tension rod or stick, ¢,
and turning the same in a horizontal plane,
o as to cross the wires of the loop above and
below the respective inclosed rails, the ten-
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sion-rod being held against backward revolu-
tion by bringing the end against the cross
pieces or cleats . By this construetion it will
be seenthattheinclosed railsare bound ti ghtly
by the wire of the loop on both sides, each rail
being completely inclosed thereby, the ten-

sion of the stay-wires d being regulated by

the number of turns given to the tension-rod e.

In constructing a fence the panels of which
are formed from boards, I preterably form the
base-piece ¢ of board provided in the ecenter
with a notch, ¢, adapted to receive the lower
boards of the respective panels. These base-
boards ¢ are secured firmly to the ground by
means of an anchor-stake, 7, which is adapted
to project between the lower rails or boards,
@’y of the respective panels, the base-boards
¢ being securéd to the said anchor-stalkes by
nails or by wire in a suitable manner. When
boards are used,I construct the base ¢ at either
end with openings ¢, through which the re-
spective ends of the stay-wire d are passed
and secured in the ordinary manner. "If de-
be dis-
pensed with and any ordinary block of wood
or piece of rail may be used in its stead, as
shown in Figs. 2, 8, 3% 5, and 8. In this con-
struction the base-piece ¢ isheld firmly by two
anchor -stakes, /" and f, adapted to engage
the end of a loop-wire, 2, which passes over
the said base-piece ¢. ]
respective panels are placed side by side, and
the anchor-stakes / and ' are driven on either
side and close up to the respective rails and
on opposite sides of the base-piece ¢. If de-
sired, these anchor-stakes may be provided
with notches g, as shown in Figs. 3 and 8.
These notches, however, may be dispensed
with, as shown in Figs. 2, 3* and 5, by twist-
ing the wires of the loop 7 until they bind

‘upon the anchor-stakes. Asthe anchor-stakes

are driven to their proper position the wire
of the loop will eut into thesame,and the loop
thus drawn tightly over the base-piece ¢, hold-
Ing the said base-piece firmly in position.

In forming the corners of a fence of this
construction I preferably use a double stay-
wire, as shown at ¢’ in Fig. 1, the ends of the
corner panel being adapted to come together
at right angles, as shown, the ends of the rails
of one of said panels being adapted to project
between the side wires of the stay d, and pro-
vided with a pin or pins, 4, passing through
the rails of said panelbehind the stay-wires d,
as shown. - |

It will be seen that by this construction as
the tension is applied to the stay-wire by
means of the tension device ¢ the ends of both
panels will be secured firmly in place.

It will be seen that a fence as thus con-
structed may be readily replaced or removed,
as desired, being portable in its nature. By
loosening the tension device of the stay-wire
the fence may be set to assume any angular
position with relation to the ground on which
16 18 placed, after which it may be securely
fastened by the tension device e.

The lower rails of the |

- 378,425

It is obvious that the construetions herein
shown may be variously modified. For picket
fences, where the top and bottom rail only is
used, an additional rail or cleat, 7, may be se-
cured to two or more pickets by which to form
the loop in the stay-wire, as shown in Fig. 6,

the tension-rod ¢ in this case being adapted to .

come against one of the pickets to prevent a
backward revolution.
not in a position to engage the end of the
tension-rod e, an ordinary wire, m, may be
provided, as shown in Fig. 7. =~

Instead of securing the base-piece ¢, as above

described, it is obvious that the anchor-stakes
may be made in the form of hooks, as shown
ab f” f in Fig. 9, adapted to hook. over the

base-piece c. | _
Where it is desired to make a permanent
fence the tension may be applied to the

wire d, as shown in Fig. 5, by bringing the

In case the cleat b is
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stay-

sides of the loop formed in the stay-wire to--

gether by means of a binding-wire which is
passed around the respective sides of the loop,
as shown, the tension of the stay-wire being
determined by the amount of the loop which
1s engaged by the binding-wire.

1t 18 obvious that various other modificg-
tlons of my invention may be employed with-
out departing from the spirit of my invention.

9

Having thus described my invention, I

claim— |
1. In a fence formed with panels having

overlapping ends adapted to rest on the base-
pieces, a stay-wire secured at either end to
said base-pieces, said stay-wire beingprovided

with a loop inclosing two or more of the over-

100

lapping rails of said panels, a tension-rod in-

serted between the sides of said

loop and
turned in g

horizontal plane to cross the wires

-'.IOS

of said loop above and below the said inclogsed
ralls, and means for holding said tension-rod -_

agalnst revolution, substantially as set forth.

2. In a fence the panels of which are adapted
to join at right angles to form a corner, a base-
plece on which the respective panels are
adapted to rest, a double sta
about the upper rail of one of said panels and
adapted to receive the inner end of the re.
spective rails of the other panel between the
sides of the said stay-wire,
hind said stay
adapted to draw the stay-wire against the re-
spective panels, substantially as set forth.

J. In a fence the panels of which are pro-

posite sides of said base-piece and on either
side of the lower rails of the respective panels,
sald anchor-stakes

y-wire wrapped

a pin or pins be-
-wire, and a tension device.

being each adapted to en-

I1Q0
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' vided with overlapping rails adapted to rest
ona common base-piece, anchor-stakes on op-

125

gagewith a wire loop extending over said base-

piece, a stay-wire secured at either end to said

base-piece and passing over the respective

ralls of the respective panels, and a tension
device in said
forth. | |

4. The overlapping panels resting on a com-
mon base-piece, a stay-wire attached at either

stay-wire, substantially as set

130
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end to said Lase-piece and pt'{}vidéd with al Intestimony wheréof I have hereuntoset my
loop ineclesing two O MOTE rails of the panels, | hand this 21st dayof April, A. D. 1857.
anehor-stakes on either side of the said panels | '
«, e . . i 1, £ .
and on opposite sides of said base-piece, and JOSEPH T‘ BAZILL
= a wire loop twisted and passed over sald base- Witnesses:
piece and engaging with said anchor-stakes, J. H. BALDORT,

substantially as specified. | -, O, MITCHELL.
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