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' CAROLINE HARDING W’INTER OF PHILADELPHIA PEN NSYLVANIA AS
SI(JNOR OF ONE HALF TO SARAH C.J OH’\TSON OF SAME PLACE

BOOT OR SHOE.-

SPECIPICATION fmmmg part of Letters Patent No. 3‘78 034 dated Pebruary 14, 1888.

Applleatwn ﬁled J‘ nly 30, 1887 Seual No. 245, ""03

(Nn mede] :

- To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CAROLINE HARDING

WINTER,. a.resident of Philadelphia, in the
county of Philadelphia and State of Pennsyl-
vania,haveinvented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Button Shoes; and I do hereby |

declare that the following is '3 full, clear, and
exact descriptionof the invention, which will
enable others skilled in the art to Wthh it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
- Dbeing had to the accompanying drawings,
- which form a part of this SpeCIﬁcatlon and in
which—
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved shoe, showing 1t buttoned. Fig. 218
“asimllar view showing the shoe unbuttoned at
both sides,and Fig. 31s a sectional view taken
- across the 1nstep of the buttoned shoe.
Similar numerals of reference 1ndlcate COr-
responding parts in all the figures.
My invention has rélation to that class of
shoes which are made upon a straight last to
fit both feet equally well, and which are pro-
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vided with two rows of buttons, one on each
side, and with a flap having button-holes at

both edges, adapted to be buttoned upon the

two rows ef buttons; and 1t consists in the im-

proved constructlen and combination of parts
of such a shoe, as hereinafter more fully de-
30 scribed and claimed.

In the aceompanylng dramngs,the numeral
lindicates the body of the shoe, and the nu-
meral2indicatesthe freeedges of the top,which

~edges meet along the middle line of the foot,
and are provided with tworows of buttons, 3,
at equal distances from the edges.
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The flap 4 is secured at its lower end to the |

upper edge of the forward portion of the up-
per, ‘at the point at which the middle seam of
the shoe usually starts, and this flap is pro-
vided with two rows of button-holes, 5, regis-
tering with the buttons upon the top and but-
toning over them, the said flap being con-
“structed similar to two of the usual flaps used
in button shoes, thetwohalves of the flap hay-
ing a uniting-seam,6, passing up at the middle
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of it and 1n the same plftce as the usual middle

seam of the top of the shoe. It will thus be

seen that when theshoe is made uponastraight’

50 last and prowded with this double flap it may

1

children from getting in the habit of wearing

be pnt upen either foet and the ﬂap may
at all times be buttoned upon the outer side of
the shoe, as the other row of buttons may be
buttoned before the shoe is put on,and by hay-

ing the shoe fit either foot any uneven wear of 55 -

the shoe is avoided, as it may be worn alter-
nately upon the right or the left foot. This
manner of interchanging the shoesby wearing
them right and lett alternately will prevent =
50"
the shoes unevenly upon one side more than =
upon the other, and the foot will notbetilted to-
one side or the other by the worn shoe, and for -
people having deformed feet or feet troubled
with projections of any description the shoe
will not be pressed and molded to the deform-.
ity when it is changeable as when it is worn
constantly on the same ioot, so that the shoe
will not look so ill-shaped as if -it were con
stantly worn on the same foot.

By having the flap buttoning at both eldes
a row of bhl}tOHS will always show upon the
outer side of the shoe,so that there will notbe
any odd appearance of the shoe, and the most
convenient side for buttoning or unbuttoning
may always be used, as either s:u:le of the shoe
may be buttoned or unbnttoned |

From the foregoing it will be seen that the -
flap can be made on shoes that are made over
richt and left lasts, if desired, as well as on
shoes that are made over stralght lasts; the
object of the straight last, when that is used,
be1ncr more especially to do away with repalr-

ing; as when somade the shoe may be shifted
from one foot tothe other, so as to compensate |
for wear.

I am aware that it is not new to malke shoes
over a straight last, so as to make them capa-
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ble of being worn on either foot, and I am also o
aware that shoes have been made with.a cen-, 90 B

tral flap buttoning at both edgesover a row of
lacing; but I am not aware that a shoe ﬁttlng
either foot and having a double central flap,

which may be unbuttoned and buttoned to

either side, has been made or patented and I 9 5

therefme claim—
A straight shoe, or shoe made to fib elther

foot, having a row ' of buttons at the free edges -

of the central slit in the upper, andhaving the

| sald edges extending only partly upen the in- Ioe'”_* -
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step, and provided with a central double flap Intestimony that I claim the foregoing as my
formed like two of the usual flaps for button | own I have hereunto afixed my signature in 10
shoes, united by a central seam and covering | presence of two witnesses.

the open space between the edges of the cen-. -
5 tral slit, and provided with a row of button- | | CAROLINE HARDING WINTER.
holes at each edge, the buttoned shoe present- Witnesses:
Ing a row of buttons upon its outer side when | JOSEPH GREEN,
worn on either foot, as shown and described. | THEO H. McCALLA.
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