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To all whom it may concern:
Beit known that I, AMos W. THOMAS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Philadel-
phia, in the county of Philadelphia and State
5 of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Folding Bustles;
and I do hereby declare the fellowing to be a
full, clear, and exaet description of the inven-
ilon, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings,which form part of this specification.

Thisinvention hasrelation tofolding bustles,
and particularly to bustles of the style or type
shown and described in Letters Patent No.

10

164,340, granted to me the 8th day of June, |

1875. |
The object of my present invention is to ob-
taln greater firmness, a truer action of the
tolding parts, a saving in the number of parts
of which the bustle is composed, and a corre-
sponding reduction in the cost of manufacture.
The bustieto which my improvementsapply,
and of which the said patent is the first ex-
ample, comprises a folding base-bow united to
upright or substantially upright stays, said
stays and uprights having at their junction
spiral-spring curves formed by properly coil-
1ng the wire,so as to allow the base-bow to be
~ folded up toward the person of the wearer
when pressure is applied and cause it to be
opened or sprung outwardly when pressure is
released. | - |
- My improvement has reference, mainly, to
the provision of a novel expedient for pivot-
ally connecting the upper bows of the bustle
to the stays; and in this particular my inven-
tion consists in forming each stay above the
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spiral curve with a laterally-diverted shoulder |

bend or offset, and utilizing the same as a

- means for the support and pivotal connection
40 of the upper bows. S

My invention furthermore consists in cer-
tain details of construction and arrangement,
hereinafter particularly described.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front view of
a bustie embodying my improvements. Fig.
2 18 a side view, and Fig. 3 a plan view, of the
base. Fig. 41isa detail, and Fig. 5 is a per-
spective view of a modification. - |

The main frame of the bustle comprises the
50 base-bow A and the stays B,to rest against the

45

~or upper bows, d d' d&* d°.

| formed from round naked wire -'and_-fdrr_ﬁ'a' -
single piece of wire bent in the proper shape. = .
At the junction of the stays and base-bowsare =~ -

situated the spiral curves C, formed by coiling 55
the wire as often as may be desired around . a
mandrel or former. . These curves or spirals
constitute springs to open or expand the bustle
after being folded. The base-bow proceeds,

preferably, from the termination of the outer 6o

coils,while the stays extend as continuations

of the inner coils. ‘A short distance above each

spiral the stay-wires are bent laterally, as
shown at D D, and thence continued upward,

so as to produce shoulders or offsets, which 65

will serve the purpose of pivots for the main

flat wire, and are attached to the'stays by hav-
ing their ends pierced and the shoulders or

offsets passed through the oles. The bowsd 70

d d & are of gradually-increasing size and -
arranged upon the shoulders D D, one within

the other, in the order of their respective pro-
portions, so that when folded they will liein -
corresponding relation within the largest bow. 75

Ii E are supplementary bows which are at- =

tached to the sides of the uppermost bow, da,_-

by rivet-eyelets e ¢ and arranged to fold over
| and above the bow @. All the bows are con-
8o

nected together and to the base-bow and waist-
band by the tapes g g, secured to the flat bows
and waistband by eyelets and converging from
their point of attachment to the waistband or
stays to their point of attachment to the base-
bow at its middle part, where the two tapes
are united by a clasp, o, embracing the base-
As the tapes ab their point of attachment to
the base-bow are liable to be displaced and

and distortion of the bows, I provide means

for securing the tapes to said bage-bow,s0as

to prevent any lateral movement, and for the

purpose connect to the tapes a cord or tape,

The latter are of '

_85'-'

‘thereby cause or maintain a disarrangement go -

H, which I tie to the spirals and tie the ends g5 . N

together between the latter, as shown. The

cords or tapes H proceed obliquely from the
middle of the base-bow to its ends and offer
resistance to any lateral movement of the bow-
supporting tapes. Asanadditional security,

person of the wearer, These are preferably | pose to form a bend,indentation, or depression

Lo, D en gy

1'00-; .
or as a substitute for the diagonal tapes, I pro- =~
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springs at or near its terminals, and stays

in the base-bow at the point of attachment of |
the tapes and clasp. I alsosuggest the use of
rosin or the roughening of the surface of the
bow, which, by reason of its roundness and
the smoothness of its surface, does not in itself
resist the lateral movement of the tapes, as
would a flat covered wire. |

I have described the bow-supporiing tapes
as being attached to the waistband; but they
may, if desired, be connected to the stays, or
to both, and for the purpose of being attached
to the- stays the latter may have eyelets or |
rings bent thereon, as shown at k&, Fig. 4.

When it is desired to have the bustle of
ereater simplicity and cheapness, the main
bow d*® and supplementary bows E K may be
dispensed with and the bustle made to com-
prise and consist of merely the wire constitut-
ing the base-bow stays, spiral, and shoulders,
the one or more flat wire bows above the base-
bow, the waistband, and the supporting-tapes.
A bustle so constituted is strong and service-
able and will admirably serve every ordinary
requirement.

Having described my invention, what 1|
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18— |

1. In a folding bustle comprising a series of
transverse bows, a wailstband, and tapes se-
cured to and supporting the bows, the combi-
nation, with said bows, of a base-bow having

l

which rest against. the person of the wearer
and which bave lateral bends forming shoul- |
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ders or offsets for the reception and pivotal
action of said transverse bows, substantially
as set forth. |

2. In a folding bustle, the combination,with
the base-bow, the springs formed at or near
the ends thereof, and the stays having lateral
bends, shoulders, or offsets, of the main flat

. wire bows d d’ d* d&°, pivoted upon said shoul-
“ders or offsets, the supplementary bows E E/,

pivoted to the sides of the bow d° the sup-
porting-tapes,and the waistband,substantially
as described. |

3. In a folding bustle, the combination, with
the base-bow, the springs formed at or near
the ends thereof, and the stays having lateral
bends or offsets, of the main and supplement-

ary bows, the supporting-tapes, and the waist-

band, said main bows being pivoted upon the
bends or offsets of the stays, and the supple-
mentary bows pivoted to the side of the top-
most main bow, said main bows being con-

structed and adApted to fold one within the

other, while the supplementary bows are con-
structed and adapted to fold over or above the
bow to which they are attached and one within
the other, substantially as described. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 13th day of
July, 1887. |

AMOS W. THOMAS.

YWitnesses:
THos. A. CONNOLLY,
R. DALE SPARHAWK.
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