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1o all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, CORNELIUS O. HARLEY,
of Leeds, in the county of Hampshire and Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, have invented a
new and useful Reversible Screw-Eye,of which

the following is a specification, reference be--

Ing had to the accompanying drawings, form-

- 1ng part thereof. - - |

- My 1nvention relates to devices comprising

10 an eye or handle and a screw adapted to be
~ applied to a variety of uses, and has for its
object to provide a device of this nature in
which the screw is readily detachable from and

. reversible within the eye or handle, whereby
15 1t 18 adapted to be carried within the pocket
~ of the user without d'a;ljggr of injury to either

his person or clothing. |

To this end my invention consists in a screw-
eye 1n which the screw is detachable from and
reversible within the eye, as hereinafter.fully
- described, and particularly pointed out in the

claims. | | -

Referring to the drawings, in which like let-
- lers designate like parts in the several figures,
25 _
the screw in its operative position. Tig. 2 is
a Similar view thereof with the screw in its
reversed or inoperative position. - Figs. 3, 4,
and 5 are perspective, and Figs. 6 and 7 are
plan, views of parts of the device herein-
atter described. Fig. 8 is a sectional view
taken upon the line z x of Fig. 1. TFig. 9 is
- an enlarged view of the screw detached..

The letter A designates the eye or handle,
of suitable size and shape to admit the hand,
as shown, and the letter D designates the
screw. . .

The straight portion of the handle A is pref-

- erably bent outwardly, to form the exterior
40 groove, a’, for a purpose presently to be de-

scribed, and is provided midway between the

30

- 35

ends thereof with the orifice a*, to receive the
point of the screw when the latter is in its in- |-

~operative position, as shown in Fig. 2. Op-
45 posite said orifice ¢* the handle is widened to
- form the circular base A’, which receives the
screw and retains it in either of its positions by
means which are constructed as follows:
Within the inner surface of the base A’ is a

so depression, a, (see Fig. 3,) and centrally lo-
cated within said depression is a hub, A?

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the device with |
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1 base A’

preferably made integral with the handle, as |

-outline with depression o’ in the hub and the -

shown in Fig. 8. The hub A?-is centrally

bored te receive the shank of thescrew D, and
has within its face a depression,«’, correspond-
ing in size and outline to the head of the screw,

‘which may be rectaiigular, as shown, or of

other angular conformation, which will pre-
vent axial movement of said screw when its
head is located within said depression. Said 60
depression a’ is of such depth that the head of
the screw, when placed therein, will be sub-

stantially flush with the face of the hub, as

T

shown in Fig. 8. | o - PR
The letter B designates a cap adapted to be 6z .
secured upon and removed from the hub A?

preierably by means of screw-threads upon

| the periphery of the hub and inner sideof the
cap, as shown, said cap being also preferably

milled upon its periphery, as shown, to facili- 70
tate turning it upon the hub. The cap B has
a central opening, o', eorresponding in size and
head of the screw. . | o

It will be obvious from the construction thus
described that when the cap is placed upon

the hub with its opening b' registering with

the depression in the hub, as shown in Fig. 6,

the screw can be inserted in the handle either L

with its shank passing through the base A’, as

'80._'_' _
shown in Figs. 1 and 8, or with its shank ex- -~

tending transversely across the handle and its =~

point projecting within orifice a*, as shown in

Fig. 2, thehead of the screw in either position =

being seated within depression @' of the hub
and substantially flush with the face of the hub.
It will be obvious, also, that by imparting a

slight axial movement to the cap—say one-
eighth of a revolution—as shown in Fig. 7,
whereby its opening &’ is thrown out of regis- go

ter with the depression in the hub, the screw. =~ =

N

will be firmly secured to the handle in either

of its positions, its head being held within the
depression by the cap. - ST
In order to facilitate the operation of thus g5 -
securing the screw to the handle, I prefer to -
make an open slot, b, in the edge of the cap,
as shown in Fig. 5, into which siot projects .
the end of a stop-pin, ¢’ inserted through the
_ of the handle after the cap has been 1
screwed down upon the kub. The slot b is of
such length that when one of its end walls is
in contact with said stop - pin,; as shown in
Figs. 1 and 2, the opening &' in the cap will
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- folds, &c., by turning the screw into the lad-
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register with the depreSsion in the hub, and | an eyeor handle and a detachable and reversi-

the serew can be readily applied toor removed
from the handle, and that when the opposite
end wall thereof is brought in contaet with said
pin by turning the eap the said opening and
depression will be out of alignment, as shown
in Fig. 7,and the screw will be retained within
the handie. I thus avoid the necessity of ex-
ercising care to bring the opening into align-
ment with the depression, aiid also prevent the
accidental unscrewing of the cap from the hub.

A frietion-spring, C, (shown in Fig. 4,) will
preferably be located between the cap and the
bottom of depression a of the hub to prevent
accidental rotation of the cap upon the bub.

When the serew is secured in its inoperative
position, as shown in Ifig. 2, the device can be
carried in the pocket of the user with perfect
safety to person and clothing, and the screw
can be almost instantly r&versed and secured.
in its operative position wheneveritis desired
to put the device to use.

While, as hereinbefore intimated, there is

a variety of uses to which the device thus con-

structed is adapted, I have devised 1t with es-
pecial reference to use by painters to steady
themselves when working from ladders, scaf-

der or scaffold, or into the surface being
painted, and clasping the handle with one
hand while working with the other hand.
The ontward curvature of the straight por-
tion of the handle A not only secures great
strength with slight weight, but enables me

to utilize the grooved’® thus formed as a holder

for an idle or extra brush, as indicated by
dotted lines in Fig. 1, thus causing the device
to perform a double function.

Among the other uses to which the device
may be put may be mentioned those of serv-
ing as a ring for hitching animals to trees,
posts, &c., and as a handlefor carrying wooden
packages. -

The device constructed as shown and de-
seribed forms an article of manufaeture which
is simplein construction, very strong and dur-
able, and which, carried in the pocket, is al-
ways ready to be utilized for any of the nu-

merous purposes for which it 1s adapted.

It is obvious that various modifications of
the details of construection shown and de-
seribed can be made within the spirit of my
invention. "‘

Having thus fully desceribed my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— -

1. Thereversiblescrew-eye hereindescribed,
congisting of a handle provided with a cen-
trally-perforated hub, said hub having in its
face and surrounding the perforation there-
through a depression to receive the head of a
screw, a screw the head of which is fitted to
said depression, and a centrally-perforated cap
fitted to said hub, substantially as set forth.

2. A screw-eye comprising, in combination, |

ble screw, said eye or handle bhaving a hub

screw-threaded upon its periphery, and hav-

ing a central bore to receive the shank of the
screw and a depression in its face correspond-
ing in size and outline with the head of the
secrew to receive said head, and a cap adapted

7C

to be screwed upon said hub, said cap having

a central opening corresponding in size and
outline to the depression in the face of the
hub, substantially as set forth.

3. A screw-eye comprising, in combination,
aneye or handle and adetachable and reversi-
ble screw, said eye or handle having a hub
bored to receive the shank of the screw, and
having in its face a depression corresponding
in size and shape to the head of the screw, a
cap adapted to.be seccured and have axial
movement upon said hub, said cap having a
central opening corresponding insize and out-
line to the depression in the hub, and a stop
limiting the axial movement of said cap in
both directions, whereby the opening in the
cap can be moved into and out of alignment
with the depression in the hub with speed and
accuracy, substantially as set forth.

4. A screw-eye comprising an eye or han-
dle and .a detachable and reversible screw,

said eye or handle being provided with a

socket or holder for a paint-brush or similar
article, substantially as set forth.

5. A screw-eye comprising the eye or han-
dle A, having the orifice a', base A/, depres-

sion @, hub A? having depression «', and cap

B, having the opening ¥/, in combination with
friction-spring C and screw D, substantially
as described.

6. In a screw-eye, the combination, with the
eye or handle A, having the hub A’ said hub
being provided with the depression «', to re-
ceive the head of a serew, of cap B, having
opening ¥ and slot b, and pin «¢’, adapted to be
inserted through the eye or handle and to
project within said slot bof the cap when thg
parts are assembled, arranged and operating
substantially as set forth. |

7. A screw-eye comprising the eye or han-
dle A, detachable and reversible screw D,and
means, substantially as described, for locking
said screw in both of its positions, said eye or
handle A being provided with the exterior
groove,a’, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth. 3

8. A screw-eye consisting of the eye or
handle A, having the hub A’ provided with
a central bore and rectangular depression in
its face, cap B, having a rectangular opening
corresponding in size and outline with the
depression in the hub, and screw D, having a
rectangular head adapted to closely fit said

depression, substantially as described. |
CORNELIUS O. HARLEY.

VWitnesses:
W. H. CHAPMAN,
B. I, DAVENPORT.
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