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1o all whom té may CONCErn:

Be it known that I, ALBERT L. HITCHCOCK,
of Pawtucket, in the county of Providence and
State of Rhode Island, have invented certain

new and useful Improveme_nts in Snap-Hooks,
of which the following is a full,clear, and exact

description, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, formmg part of this speci-
fication.

This invention relates to a device known as
a ‘‘snap-hook?’”” or ‘‘mousing-hook,’”” which

‘consists, in general, of a hook prov1ded with a

mousing piece or lateh for closing the mouth
of the hooL in order to prevent the same {rom
aemdentmlly becoming disengaged from the
object hooked therein.

In using tackle-hooks in hoisting and un-
loading it, sometimes happens tha.t the hook
accidehtally becomes unshipped from - the

bucket, which in falling endangers the lives

of the operatives using the apparatus.

- The objects of my invention are to provide
a very efficient and durable snap or mousing

hook, which may be easily and quickly hooked
and unhooked, and which will prove very safe
against accidental unshipping. -

“To the aforesaid purposes my invention con-
-sists in the certain combinations set outin the
‘claims at the close of this specification, and

which comprise the - following mechanical
parts—namely, a hook having a mousing or
lateh hinged to the bill of the hook and oper-
ated to close and open the mouth of the hook
by means of a press piece or trigger located
in the bend of the hook, and which is actuated
by the pressure of the object hung in the hook,
the locking device disposed upon the shank
of the hook and adapted to engage and leck
the mousing when in closed position; and, fur-
ther, the invention consists in the construc-
tloml details of certain parts of the device.
In order that my invention may be fully un-
derstood, I haveillustrated in the accompany-
ing dl&Wlﬁf’S and will proceed to deseribe,the
besL form theleof so far devised by me, with
the knowledge that such form may be modlﬁed

- 1n construetlon without, however, making a

- substantial depqrture from the spmb of my'

50

invention. -
In the accompanying dramnge Figure 1 is
a side view of my improved hook opened, and

Fig. 218 a Iono‘ltudmal centl al seotlonal wew -

of the same elosed

In the said drawmﬂ*s hke numbers of 1efer-

ence designate. coneSpondmg parts through
out. -
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Referrmg to the drawings, the number 4 is
the shank of the hook, which is formed with

the longitudinal slot 5, and is provided at the
end with the eye 6. The bill 7 of the hook is

lonnltodmally slit or forked, as at 8, and in

60

the fork is pivoted, by means of the pivot 9

set thereacross, the mousing or latch 10, which
is provided with the extension or push plece

11, cast therewith, for operating the mousing-
pleee

1, respectively, and i kept normal]y opened
by means of the spring 12, which 1s fixed to
the pin 13 and lies within the fork 8, so as to

The mousing 10 acts to close and.open
| the mouth of the hook, as shown in Figs. 2and

'7.:;.

bear upon the back of the push-piece 11 and
hold it up in the position shown in Fig. 1, -
wherein the push-piece extends along the bend N
of the hook, so as to be readily engaged bya

body when swunw in the bend, whereupon the

ing will be forced into open posmon
outward movement of the spring is limited by
the stop-piece 14, placed across the fork 8.

In order to keep the mousing locked when _

in closed position, as shown in Flﬂ‘ 2, I pro-

vide the locking-lever 15, which is hmged on

the pivot 16, within the slot 5 of the shank.

e
push-piece 11 will be depressed, thereby clos-
ing the mousmg and holding it closed until .

“the bodyisremoved therefrom when the mous-
The
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This lever is provided with the shoulder.or
projection 17, and is kept normally forced out

of the spring 18, which is mounted on the stud

19 and bears. upon the back of the lever.
When the mousing is closed so that the end .

of the slot toward the bill of the hook by means

50

thereof strikes upon the locking-lever 15, the

17, and thus be held in locked position until

the upper end of the lever is pressed upon by
hand, by grasping the shank and lever to- |
gether, when the mousing will spring into

open position 1f the push-piece be free.
In using the hook as a tackle- hook——-—-when

latter will be forced inwardly and the end of
the mousing 10 will snap under the shoulder

100
for example, the handle of a bucket is placed .
| in the open hook—-the pressure of the handle o
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cally force the mousing into closed position,
as in Fig. 2, and the hook will remain closed
until 0pened by hand by taking the pressure
off the push-piece and pressing the locking-
lever into its slot.

The hook provides a safeguard agamst acei-
dental disengagement, and may obviously be
used for a variety of purposes.

Having thus deseribed myinvention, Telaim
as new and desire to secure by Letters P&tentr—

1. The combination, as hereinbefore set
forth, with the hook formed with the slot or
forked bill, of the mousing provided with the
push-piece and pivoted Wlbhm the slit or fork
of the bill and provided with a spring for hold-
ing the mousing normally open, the push-piece
projecting along the bend of the hook, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose herein de-
scribed. -

2. The combmatlon, as hereinbefore set
forth, with the hook formed with a slit or
forked bill, of the mousing provided with a
push-piece and pivoted in the fork and pro-
vided with a spriung, the shank of the hook
slotted, and a spring-acted locking-lever piv-

377,559

~upon the push-piece 11 will at once automati- | oted in the said slot and adapted to automati- .

cally engage the end of the mousing when
closed and to lock the same, substantially as
and for the purpose herein described.

3. The combination, as hereinbefore set

forth, with the hook havmg the bill 7, formed

with the slit or fork 8, of the mousing 10, pro-
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vided with the push-piece 11, and pivoted at

9 within the fork, and thespring 12, engaging
the push-piece, substanblally as and for the
purpose herein described.

4. The combination, as herelnbefore set
forth with the hook having the bill 7, formed
with the slit or fork 8, of the Spring-acted
mousing or latch 10, provided with the push.
piece 11, and hinged at 9, the shank 4 of the
hook formed with the slot 5, and the locking-
lever 15, pivoted within the slot at 16 and
formed with the shoulder 17, and the spring
18, engaging the lever, Bubsta.ntially as and
for the purpose herein described.

ALBERT L. HITCHCOCK.

Witnesses:
HENRY P. CLOUGH,
JOSEPH A, MILLER, Jr.
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