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To all whonv it may eoncern:

Be it known that I, Epwiy J. Toor, a citi-

zen of the United States, and a resident of the
city of New Haven, in the State of Connecti-
cut, have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Ruffling Attachments for Sewing- M-
chines, of which the following is a speclfica-
tion.
- My invention consists in the combination,
witharuffling attachment forsewing-machines,
of a stationary or supporting frame to keep
the presser foot or bar of the sewing-machine
in suspension above the feed-dog In such a
manner as to permit a supplemental flexible
or spring presser to act independently of said
presser foot or bar of the sewing-machine, as
will be hereinafter more fully explained.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 repre-
sents a top view of my ruffler. Fig. 2 repre-
sents an edge view of the same,with the press-
er - foot, of the sewing-machine resting upon
the stationary bar above the supplemental
sSpring-presser. =

A is the frame or plate by which the attach-
ment is secured upon the sewing-machine; b,
lever for operating the gathering-blade C,

D is an adjusting-screw for regulating the
throw of the gathering - blade, and thereby
varying the width of the plaits or gathers to

y be formed.
E is a separator-plate for separating the

strip to be ruffled from the strip upon which
the ruffle is to be sewed.

F is the stationary or supporting frame,
upon which the presser-foot G of the sewing-
machine rests, and H is the supplemental or
flexible spring - presser, against which the
plaits or gathers are formed and by which
they are smoothed in passing beneath for for-
mation and stitching.

The operation of my improvement when ad-
justed in position is as follows: The presser-
foot G of the sewing-machine is let down upon

a projection or bar, (represented ab F,) which
serves as a support upon which the said foot
rests to avoid the necessity of its removal from
the machine, and the flexible presser, which
operates as a supplemental foot agalnst which
the ruffle or gather is formed, serves, also, as
an elastic smoother, yielding sufficiently to al-
low the fold or plait, after its formation, to
pass beneath it while fed along, the elasticity

| of which is such as to avold the strain that

such attachments are usually subjected to when
the folds or gathers are formed against and
forced under the more rigid and solid presser-
foot ordinarily used in conneetion with the
stiteliing mechanism, which in practice has
been found defective, owing to the great strain
to which the attachment is subjected by the
reciprocation of the blade against such solid
presser-foot, resulting in very rapid wear of

‘parts, which soon destroys the usefulness of

the device and unduly strains the stitching
nmechanisim.

Having thus set forth my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, 18—

1. The combination, with a supporting-
frame, actuating-lever, and gathering-blade,
of a flexible presser and a fixed projection or

bridge for supporting the presser proper of

the sewing-machine, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

2. The combination, in a ruffling attach-
ment for sewing-machines, congisting ot a sup-
plemental frame, operating-lever, gathering-
blade, and an adjusting device, of a fixed pro-

jection secured to said frame, serving as a rest

for the usual presser of a sewing-machine, and
an elastic supplemental presser, substantially
as set forth, and for the purpose described.
EDWIN J. TOOF,

VWitnesses:
JOHN DANE, Jr.,
JosErpH M. CRANE.
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