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To all whom Tt maly CONCEFI:
Beitknownthat we,CHARLESH. DUELL and
EnmiL Laasss, of Syracuse, in the county of
Onondaga, in the State of New York, havein-
¢ vented new and useful Improvements in Lid-
Fasteners for Burial-Caskets, of which the fol-
lowing, taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, is a full, clear, and exact
description. * | |
This invention relates to the class of casket-
1id fasteners which are designed to be con-
cealed, and which interlock by sliding the lid

endwise on the casket.

The invention consists, chiefly, of a hori-
15 zontally - elongated plate provided with a
wedge-shaped undercut groove and counter-
sunk in the top edge of the casket, and a horl-
zontally-elongated tongue-plate wed oe-shaped
to correspond to the aforesaid groove and of
-0 about half the length of the groove, and hav-
ing undercut side edges interlocking with the
edges of thegroove. Said tongue-plate being
attached flatwise to the under side of the lid
obviates undue projections on the same, and
2= the grooved plate,having its groove only part
way the
strengthened, and by extending the wide end
of the groove through the end of theplate the
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latter can be easily cast without the employ--

30 ment of a core.
The invention also consists in the combina-
tion, with the aforesaid interlocking plates, of
a latch which positively engages the two plates
and serves to confine the same in thelr 1nter-
3z locked position, all as hereinafter more fully
described, and specifically set forth in the
claims.
" In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 18 a top
plan view of a section of the casket-body pro-
40 vided with our improved lid-fastener.
is aninverted plan view of that portion of the
lid to which the tongue-plate is attached; and
Tig. 8 is a vertical transverse section on lines
z 2 in Figs. 1 and 2, showing the lid-fastener
interlockedl. _
Qimilar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.
A representsa horizontally-clongated metal
plate, which is countersunk in the top of the
50 side wall of the casket so as to be flush there-
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Fig. 2.

depth thereof, is thus materially |
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B

the tongues for that purpose.

a, which is wedge-shaped or tapered from end
to end and dovetailed or undercut on its sides
and intersected by a transverse groove, ¢, €X-
tending through oneside of the plateat or near
the center of the length thereof. BSaid grooves
extending only part way the depth of the
plate leaves the same intact and strengthens
the same.

B denotes a metallie plate of the form of a
wedge-shaped tongue of the size of the small
end of the groove a and tapered and undercut
correspondingly, said plate being secured flat-
wise to the under side of the lid, and in such
a position that when the lid is in proper
closed position on the casket the tongue B co-
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incides with thesmallend portionofthegroove

« and lies with its heel just clear from the
transverse groove c. |

To the side of the casket issecuredaspring-
latch, I, which has alateral projection extend-
ing through the groove ¢ and engaging the
heel of the tongue B when introduced into the
small end of the groove q, as indicated by dot-
ted lines in Fig. 1 of the drawings,

We do not limit ourselves to the particular
form of the latch herein shown, as the same
admits of many modifications. The essential
feature of the lateh is ifs positive engagement
with the two plates A and B. The tongue B 8o
may be cast on a wider plate, which 1s to be
countersunk in the under side of the lid and
affords a better bearing on the lid.

In practice we prefer to use two sets of
plates, A and B, on each side of the casket. 85
To attach the lid to the casket, the former is
to be placed flatwise on thelatter, and in such
a position as to allow the tongue B to drop
flatwise into the large ends of the grooves a «
of the plates A A, which are made longer than
Then by slid-
ing the lid endwise the tongues are forced into
the small ends of the aforesaid grooves, and
when they are firmly wedged therein the
latches [ ! spring into the grooves « ¢ and en-
oage the heels of the tongue-plates, so as to
confine said plates in their position. Theside
of the lateh facing toward thelarge endof the
groove ¢ is beveled, so as to cause the same to
be erowded laterally out of the groove a by the
tongue sliding toward the small end of the
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with, and is formed witha longitudinal groove, | groove.




............
---------------------
LN

Tt is obvious that only one set of plates Aon] 2. The combinabion, with the casket and its - -

- each side of the casket; requires the latch 7. lid, of the plate A, provided with the under- 2 5
~ In removing the lid from the casket the oper- | cut wedge-shaped groove a, extending part -
ator presses the latches outward, and then by | way of the depth: of the plate and ‘having its
5 drawing the lid endwise, so as to bring the | wide end extending through the end of the |
| tongues B B into the large ends of the grooves | plate, the tongue B, elongated horizontally and -
- aa, the lid can be lifted from the casket. = | wedge:shaped to correspond to the small end 30

It is obvious that the plates A and B may be

- arranged reverse—i. e., the grooved plate may
be secured to the'underside of the lid and the
tongue-plate attached to the top of the casket-
" body. S T
. What we claim as new is—

- 1. The combination, with the casket and lid,
5 of the wedge-shaped tongue-plate B, having
undercut longitudinal edges and secured to the
- Iid, and the plate' A, countersunk in the top

L

of the aforesaid groove, and having undercut
side edges interlocking with the edges of the
groove, and a movable stop arranged at the

heel of the tongue-plate to prevent the with-

drawal of the tongue-plate from the groove, as 3s :

| set forth, .

In testimony whereof we have hereunto: R
signed our names, in the presence of two wit- -

nesses, at Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga,
{ in the State of New York, this 1st day of Octo- 40 ~

- edge of the casket, and of greater length than
~ thetongue-plate and provided with the wedge-
- 20 shaped undercut groove @, the wide end of

‘ber, 1887. _ | - o
EMIL LAASS. - [rL.s]- -
Witnesses: =~ . T
~H. P. DENTSON, R
- C. L. BENDIXON.

- 8ald groove being adapted to receive the |
‘tongue-plate flatwise through the face of the |
- pl_ate A, as set forth. - S
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