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To all whom & may conceriv:

Be it known that I, WELLINGTON DOWN-
ING, a citizen of the United States, residing at
Erie, in the county of Erie and State of Penn-

= sylvania,have invented certain new and use- |

ful Improvementsin Paper-Folding Machines;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
tull, clear, and exact deseription of theinven-
tion,such as will enable othersskilled in theart
to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

This invention relates to paper-folding ma-
chines; and it consists in certain 1mprove-
ments in the construction of the feeding-table,
1z as will be hereinafter fully described, and
pointed out in the claims.

My invention is illustrated
nying drawings, as follows:

Figurelisaperspectiveviewshowingthetop
and afragment of the frame-work of a folding-
machine with my invention embodied therein.
Tig. 2 is a plan view of the under side of the
feeding-table and its supports. Fig. 3 1s a
transverse section of the parts shown 1in IFig.
2 on theline v v in said figure. Fig. 4 1sa lon-
oitudinal section of the same parts on the line
x 2 1n said figure.

A marks the frame-woirk of the machine;
A/, the bracket or support of the feeding-ta-
ble; B, the starter or folding-blade; C C, the
top of the folding - machine; ¢ ¢, the polnts
to which the paper is adjusted before 1t is
folded; D, the first pair of folding-rollers; L
the feeding-table; G G, racks on the -under
side of the feeding-table; F* I, pinions which
cgear with the said racks; I, a shaft carrying
said pinions, and F’ a hand-wheel for operat-
ing said shaft. |

The feeding - table E is supported on the
brackets A’ A’ a little above the top C of the
folder, and it is adjusted on said brackets so
as toslidelongitudinally thereon, and thereby
be approached more or less toward the foid-
ing-roller D. In Fig.1 dotted lines show the
feeding-table approached closely to the sald
rolls, and in full lines it is shown removed at
a considerable distance from saidrolls. The
feeding-table can be made so as to be moved
longitudinally by hand or by mechanism. 1
so illustrate one plan for operating it by mech-
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in the accompa-
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' said folding-roilers.

anism. This consists in providing racks G G
on theunder side of the table and journaling
in the brackets A’ a shaft, F, with pinions I*
thereon, which gear with the said racks, and
providing said shaft with a hand -wheel by
which it can be revolved. -When the feeding-
table is thus provided with mechanism for
moving it longitudinally, very little trouble
will be experienced in adjusting the table to
any point desired.

The object in constructing the feeding-table
so it can be adjusted more or less near the
feeding-rollers D is to enable the operator to
bring the pile of unfolded sheets on the table
into the most convenient position for feeding
them to the machine. The operator sits or
stands at one side of the machine, about op-
posite the ends of the folding-rollers, and the

35

60

nearer the papers on the feeding-table are to

the operator the better. The table must of 7o
necessity be removed a little more than one-
half the length of the sheets from the feed-
ing-rollers, and it has been the practice to fix
a table far enough away from these rollers to
accommodate large sheets; but when the op-
erator is feeding small sheets 1t 18 very 1n-
convenient to be compelled to reach for the
same distance he has to when feeding large
sheets. To avoid this inconvenience I make
the table adjustable from and toward the fold- 8o

ing-rollers, as above explained. -

What I claim as new 18—

1. In a paper-folding machine, the combi-
nation, with the first set of folding-rollers, of
a feeding-table that is adjustablefrom and to- 83
ward said rollers over the top of the folding-
machine, substantially as and for the purposes
set forth.

2. In a paper-folding machine, the combi-
nation, with the first set of folding-rollers, of go
a feeding-table which is mounted on ways, In
a manner substantially as shown, whereby 16
can be adjusted more or less near said rollers.

3. In a paper-folding machine, the combi-
nation, with the first set of folding-rollers, of g3
a feeding-table which 1s mounted on ways and
is provided with gearing, substantially as set
forth, whereby thesaid table can be movedon
said ways and adjusted more or less near the
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4 In a paper-folding m'mhlne the combl-
nation, substantla,llyas set forth, of the frame

A, brackets A’, extending from said frame A,

Shafb F, Journaled in said brackets, leIO'lS
5 F* F* on said shaft, the feeding- table L,
‘mounted and movable on said brackets longi-

tudinally, and the racks G G on said table*

gearing with said pinion.
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In tesblmony WhGPBOf I affix my Slﬂ'llatlll‘e m
presence of twcr w1bnesses. o |

WDLLINGTO\T DOVVN ING'r
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