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To all whonv it may concern:

Be it known that I, VERoNIcA ULKE, a citi-
zen of the United St‘ltes residing at ‘Wash-
ington, in the District of (‘olnnﬂom have 1n-
Vented cerfain new and useful Impl ovements
In Waist-Garments, of which the following 1s
a Specification.

My 1nvention has reference to waist-gar-
ments provided with means for supporting the
lower garment, especlally trousers, about the
waist; and the primary object of my invention
18 to render the means of support for the
lower garment elastie, in order that it may
yield to and stretch with the bending of the
body of the wearer.

Another object of my 1111provement 15 to
provide a waist- garment with attachments
that will permit the constructior of the same
entirely without buttons.

In the acecompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, I have illustrated
a suitable embodiment of my Invention,which,
however, may be variously changed in details
of construction without departing from the
fundamental idea which underlies the same.

Kigure 1 18 a perspective view of an upper
garment, known as a ‘‘shirb-waist,’”” with my
improvements applied thereto. Ifig. 2 1s a
similar view of an elastic belt constructed 1n
accordance with my invention. Ifig. 3 is a
plan view of another form of elastic belt; and
Kig. 4 1s a plan view of a braided stud-strip,
preferably used with my improvement.

Referring now more particularly to Fig. 1,
there 1s shown a shirt-waist of ordinary con-
struction, having a number of button-holes,
A A, at proper distances apart about the waist-
line. |

B 1s a belt consisting ol a ribbon of elastie
material provided at its two ends with means
for closing the belt—such as hooks and eyes or
clasps—as shown. This belt 1s of such length
as to fit comfortably around the waist of the
wearer, and is somewhat shorter than the
waist-line of the garment. Lo this belt are
fastened buttons C C, one less in number than
the number of button-holes in the waist-line
of the garment. These buttons are secured

near the upper edge of the belt, and they are
0 spaced to correspond to the spacing of the
button-holes, so that when the belt 1s applied

-

to the waist-line on the inner side of the gar-
ment, as shown, with the buttons toward said
inner side, there will be a button-hole for each
butfon ready to engage the same; but since the
number of buttonsis lessin number by onethan
the number of button-holes, oneof the latter—
namely, button- hole A’—-—-wﬂl remain disen-
gaged.

In use, each button upon the belt is p&ssed
through its corresponcing button-hole in the
waist-line, as is clearly indicated in the draw-
ings, whereupon the buttons will all appear on
the outside of the wailst-line, as 1f they were
directly fastened to the same in the usual
manner.

By reference to Figs. 2 and 3 1t will be seen,
as indicated above, tha.t the buftons are nob
secured to the middle of the belt, but nearer
the upper edge of the same. This feature I
consider of special importance, for reasons
which will presently appear. When the belt
is thus applied to the garment, and when in
use, it is drawn around the waist and is closed
in front by the clasp D, and the button-hole A’
is slipped over the last button € on the right-
hand end of the belt. The garment 18 now
ready for the attachment of trousers which are
ordinarily used therewith. Thesetrousersare
provided with button-holes about the waist-
line, as usual, which should correspond with
the buttons on the belt, over which buttons
they are slipped.

It will now be easily understood that by
reason of the elasticity of the belt B any strain
exerted upon any one button, either by the
bending of the body of thé wearer, as in stoop-
ing, jumping, or other exercises, or by a di-
rect pull npon either the upper or lower gar-
ment, such strain will at once be distributed
over the whole belt, and therefore upon all the
buttons. Tor this reason there will be less
ligbility of injury to the button-holes orto the
buttons than in the usual shirt - waist, for in
the latter the buttons are attached in such a
way that a strain upon one button will not be
transmitted to the others. |

The advantage derived {rom the attachment

of the buttons near the upper edge of the belt

will now be easily understood. A consider-
able strain upon any one button will pull that

| part of the upper edge of the belt near which
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said button is attached through the button- | mmply buttoned mto the inner smle of the 50 f 5

hole, thereby lengthening the conneetion be-

- --tween the shirt-w Eble and trousers, while the

lower part of the belt .will remain inside. As

soon as the strain is 1em0ved as when the

~wearerresumeshisnormal pOSlth n,the belt, by

IO

- each front strip, as usual

____IS

the **stud-strip.”’
- loop, G, and has secured to it a number of
- studs, H H, eitherduring the processof braid-
20
- T'hese studs are so spaced as to register with

~ in use they are passed from the inside of the

. -
| - passed over button ' at one end of the belt

reason of its elasticity, will also tend fo assume
its normal form, and the upper edge of the
same will be withdrawn from the buttou hole
and resume its original position.

For closing the waist- garment 1n fmnt Q

row of button- ‘holes, E E, .is provided aloncr'
1 then provide a
strip, I, of braided or. other like material, of
such length as to extend from the neck to the
waist-line. Thisstrip Ishall hereinafter name
It forms at its lower end a

ing the strip or in any other suitable manner.

the button-holes I E in the front strlps and

right front strip thmugh the correSpondmg
button-holes, as shown in Fig. 1. Loop G is

betore said button is passed through the last
button-hole on the waist-line. In bhls condi-

~ tion the garment is ready for use, and it will

40

> be clear that the dropping-out and loss of sin-
gle studs, which now frequently occurs, will
_be effectively prevented by my improvement.

A wailst-garment constructed in acecordance

‘with my mventlon 18 practically buttonless,

for the elastic belt and the stud-strip are
readily detachablej and will be detached when

‘the garment i3 to be washed.

It 18 not necessary that the belt B be made
entirely of elastic material, for it isquite prac-
ticable to make the same of alternate sections
of elastic and inelastic material, asis indicated

in Fig. 3, where b I’ may repr esent such alter -

'.nabe sectlons
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My elastic waist- belt may also be used in a
somewhat different manner, though practi-
cally for the same purpose——-—namely, to hold
up the trousers in the waist-line vs,lbhout the

use of suspenders.

If the belt as herelubefore descubed

377,339

waistband of boys’ trousers, (pmwded with

“corresponding button-holes,) and is closed in

front by clasps or otherwise, these trousers |

‘will be effectnally held in plaee upon the waist-

line over any shirt or other waist garment,
and give a tidy appearance to the same.

belt constructed as hereinbefore deseribed, is

adapted for use mdependently of ashirg- Wdle- o
or other upper g 0‘&1]118111} as well ‘18 in connee-
| tion therewith.
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Such and other modlﬁeatlons w1]1 re'uh]y' |

Suggest themselves to those skilled in the art;

and while I consider a belt made throuohont

of elastic material preferable, I do not pro-

pose to confine myself to that construction.
Having now fally described my invention, T

claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent—
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Tt will thus -be seen that my elastic w: aist-

. h..‘_“m“_,..l...:."

1. The combination of a waist-garment hav- L

ing a number of button- holes abonb the waist-

hne with an elastic belt eatendmﬁ' about the

waist-line on the inner side of” the garment,

and having a number of buftonssecured there-

to which register with the button-holes.on the
waist-line, and a ¢lasp for closing the belt, sub

' sta,ntlally as described.

2. Thé combination of aw ‘ilst garment hm
ing a number of button-holes about the waist-

_ lme with an elastic belt extending around the o
30 - |
and buttons corresponding to the button holes- .

Walst line on the inner side of the oar ment

on the waist-line secured to and near the up-
peredge of thebelt, substantially as described.

3. The combination of a waist -garment hav-
‘ing anumber of button-holes around the waist-

line, with a belt extending around the waist-
line on the innerside of the garment, and but-

tons corresponding to the button holes on the

waist-line secured to elastic sections of the
In testimony whereof I havesigned myname .

belt, substantially as described.

to this specification in the presence of two Sub

_scrlbmﬂ' mtnesses

VERON IOA ULKE.

Witnesses:
C. 5. DRURY,
A. J. MILLER.
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