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To all whom it maiy conceri:

Be it known that I, JUSTUS A. TRAUT, a
citizen of the United States residing at New
Britain, in the county of Hartford and State
of COHHECEICD(‘ have 1nvented certain new and
uselul Improvements in Clapboard-Brackets,
of which the following Is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
clapboard-brackets, and the main object of
my invention 1s to more securely and conven-
iently secure the braclket 1n place. |

In the accompanyinn drawings, I'igure 1 1s
a front elevation of my br qcket t0ﬂ ether with
portions of a clapboarded 51(]1110 to which it
i is applied. Fig. 2showsa vertical section of
the siding with a section of my bhracket, partly
in elevation, on line # @ of Iig. 1; and Iig. 3
is a horizontal section, partly in plan view, on
11116 y y of Iig. 2.

A deswuqte& the main frame or base of my
hracket, having on its flat side a thin plate, «,
from which two projecting biades, b, extend
upwardly, the same being adapted to extend
up under the clapboard last nailed 1n place,
as shown in Fig. 2, and as indicated by the
broken lines at 6 0 in Fig. 1. Upon this base
T also secure a spring, ¢, baving at its upper
end a blade-like spuar, d, which stands at right
angles to the plate ¢, and 18 adapted when the
spring 1s depressed o slightly enter into the
face of the clapboardsand prevent the bracket
from falling cut of place. In order to oper-
ate this spur I pivot within the base A the
cam /, said cam being provided with an op-
erating-handle, B. The cam 18 8o formed that
when the handle is thrown into a central po-
sition, with its end resting against the back of
the spring ¢, as indica ted by broken lines in
Fig. o, the spring will withdraw the blade-
like spur from the clapboard; but when 16 18
thrown either to the leit or te the right, as
shown 1n thie drawings, the cam forces the
blade-like spur 1nto the wood.

Eixtending upwardly from the base A is an
extensible uprighl’-j {, bearing the bracket g,
for gaging and supporting the next clapboard
while 1t is being nalled in place. This ex-
tensible upright may be of any ordinary con-
struction. As shown, it consists of two parts

fitted to slide one upon the other and held in |
place by a clamp-bolt and nut, #, one member
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of the upright being slotted, so that the body
of the bolt will not interfere with its longi-
tudinal adjustment.

To secure my bracket in position it is only

necessary to turn the handle and eam f into

their central position, so that the blade-like
spur does not project. Then erowd the blade-
like extensions & up under the clapboard last
secured in place until the upper edge of the
base 1s stopped by contact with the lower edge
of said clapboard. Then swing the handle and
cam to either side to force the blade- like
spur into the wood, which spur prevents the
bracket from falling, while the extensions b
prevent 1t from moving away from the clap-
boards. To remove the bracket it is only nec-
essary to turn the handle of the cam into its
central position and then press the bracket
downward to withdraw theextensiond,thereby
releasing the complete device.

It should be noticed that by the foregoing
construction the blade-like spur enters the
wood just under the lower edge of a eclap-
board, whereby any mark leit by said spur
will be partially concealed from sight and also
protected from the weather.

I am aware that a prior patent shows a clap-
board-bracket having a frame, a cam, and a
plate, the upper end of which was adapted to
extend up under a clapboard, while the op-
posite end of said plate formed a spring and
was provided with a spur for being foreed into
the wood under the action of said cam, and [
hereby disclaim the same.

I ¢claim as my invention—

In a clapboard-bracket, the main frame or
base A, having on its flat side the thin plate
a,with the upwardly-projecting blades adapted
to extend up under the clapboard, the spring
¢, secured by its lower end to said plate ¢ and
hmmg at 1ts upper end the blade-like spurd,
adapted to enter the wood at a point near the
upper edge of the main frame or base A, and
the cam f01 forcing said spur into the WOOd

substantially as descrlbed and for the pur pose
speelfied.

JUSTUS A. TRATUT.

Withesseg:
H. 5. WALTER,
W. J. WORAM.
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