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To all whomy it inay concern:

Be 1t koown that I, JoaN L. KRAUSER, of
Leeper, in the county of Clarion and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Head-Rests for Coffins
and Burial-Caskets, of which the following is
a specification, reference being had to the ae-
companying drawings.

The objeet of this invention 1s to provide
fins and burial-caskets asupport for the
head of the corpse, which 1s or may be adapted :
to give the support to the head 1n such posi-
tion and manner as to obviate all unsightli-
ness of appearance and to prevent the head

transportation of the coffin or caskeb over
rough or uneven roads to the place of sepul-

ture. i

The improvement consists in certain novel
combinatioas, which are hereinafter described
and claimed, constituting a head-rest in wihiich

the desired resulis arc obtained. |

Figure 1 in the accompanying drawings 18
a vertical longitadinal sectional view of a por-
tion of a coffin and of my improved head-rest
applied therein. Ifig. 2 1s a transverse sec-
tional view of the same, and Hig. 3 1s a plan
view of the same.

Similar letters of refercnce indicale corre-
sponding parts in the several figures. .

A designates what I call the “*base board’’ of |
the head-rest, and B B’ designate two rigid
side pieces or cheeks, of wood or other mate-
rial, for the lateral support of the head of the
corpse, while the latter 1s supported on the
base-board 1n the coffin €.

To the under side of the base board, abt a
short distance from its frontend, there is firmly
secured a cross-piece, ¢, which constitutes a
support for its frent part. The ends of this
cross-picee project beyond the sides of the
base-board and have holes 1n them to receive
secrews D D,which are screwed 1nto the bottom

Under the back part of the base*board there
is a supporting-post for holding up the reax
end thereof and giving thesaid board a proper
inclination to the bottom of the coffin. This |

post 1Is made with a round tenon at 1fs upper
end to fit easily into a hole provided for 1t in
the base-board, as shown at & 1n Fig. 1, so
that it can be removed for shipment, and the

said post has secured in its lower end a sharp
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pin, ¢, the point of which will stick into the
bottom of the coffin wherever 1t 18 placed when
the head-rest 18 set in 1ts proper position in
the coffin. The cheeks or pieces B B', which
coustitute the side supports for the head, may
be straight on thelr outer sides and have their
mner sides or faces curved to a form approxi-
mating to that of the sides of the human head,
and they are secured firmly on the top of the
base-board, and one of them at least should
be adjustable. The side piece B’ is shown as
made adjustable by providing in the rear part
of its bottom a fixed dowel-pin, d, which may
be inserted into either one of a transverse row
of holes, ¢ ¢, in the base-plate and by fitting
its front part with a clamping-serew, K, which
passes through it and through a slot, f, in the
base board. While the nut of this ¢lamping-
screw 19 18 slack, the said serew 1s free to niove
in the slot £, and the dowel-pin d can be shifted
from one hole e to another, and hence the
side piecee 1B’ can be adjusted nearer to or
farther from B, according to the width of the
head of the corpse, and the adjustment is se-
cared by screwing down the nut of the clamp-
1Ing-serew.

The head-rest may be placed 1in any coffin
or casket, and is adjustable therein on the bot-
tom thereof and independently of the sides
thereof to the exact position required for the
proper support of the head of a corpse, no

matter how much longer the coffin or casket |

may be than the corpse placed therein or how
much wider that portion of the coflin or casket
which receives the head of the corpse may be
than the head itself. The rest is independent
of all parts of the coflin or casket except the
bottom thereof. It may be completely con-
cealed from view when the head of the corpse
is received within it by placing a quilted c¢loth
loosely over the side pieces, B 13, before plae-
ing the head betweeun then.

What Ieclaim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, 1s—-

The combination, in a head-rest for a coffin
or casket, of a base -board and side supports,
one of whiech 18 positively adjustable on the
sald board, substantially as herein described.

JOHN L. KRAUSER.

Wilnesses:
CYRUS KRAUSER,
SAMI., K. CLARKE.
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