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To all whom it may conceriv:
Be 1t known that I, WILLIAM DUFFY, a sub-

ject of the Queen of Great Britain, residing

~at 66 sStorks Road, Bermondsey, 1n the counby
of durrey, Enﬂland have invented certai
Improvements in Wood Block Flooring, (for
which I have applied for a patent in Great
Britain on August 27, 1885, No. 10,158, as also
in France on October 20, 1885, No. 171,767, and
in Belgium December 2, 18835,) of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relatesto an improved method
of laying and securing the wood blocks or

‘‘briguets,’’ such as are used in the formation

of the floorings of the interior of edifices and
1 lieu of ordinary boarded {looring.
Theobjectsof my improvementsareto insure
that wood-block flooring, when Iaid in accord-
ance with myinvention, shall bereliable as re-
gards immunity from the wood blocks or bri-
quets aforesaid becoming loosened, and at the
same time the system which I adopt results
in a structural formation free from interstices,
and consequently rendering it a matter of im-

possibility (praetically speaking) for dampto

penetrate, or for foul air or vermin to accu-
mulate. I attain these objectsin the following
manner, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 18 o sectional view illastrative of

my improved system; Fig. 2, a plan view

showingthesubstratum and foundational bond-
ing- b]ocks Fig. 3, a detailed view, in section,
llustmtwe of ¢ one of the modes ber mnaltel re.
ferred to of securing the flooring-briquets to
the substructural bonding-blocks. Fig. 41sa
detalled perspective view of one of the floor-
ing-briquets; and Fig. b, a perspective view
of an alternative form of foundational bond-
ing-block to that shown 1n Figs. 1, 2, and 4.

Similar lefters are mployed to denote like
parts throughout the several views.

The snbstratum or bed of concrete and ce-
ment, A B, 1s prepared, generally, much in the
nianner usually adopted for the reception of
the superposed wood briquets C, but disposed
at suitable intervals in the area intended to be
covered over with the wood briguets aforesaid.
Linsert and bed or build in with the substra-
tum A B aforesaid bonding-biocks D, of wood,
for the purposes hereinafter mentioned.

'f

The wood which I employ for the briquets
C, as also for the bonding-blocks D, I thor-
oughly season before use, so as to Insure lm-
munity from shrinkage when the flooring is
laid, as also to prevent the destructive eitects
of “dly rots’’ and with a view to the effectual
tying or bomlmﬂ* together of the wood briquets
C, I form holes or recesses It, preferably of cir-
cular configuration, in the sides and ends of 6o
the briquets C, and into which heles or re-
cesses Lintroduce, in the operation of building
up or forming the floor, pins or plugs I, pret
erably of wood Figs. 1 and 4, said 1)1118 or
plugs being, of course, of cmreS,poudmn SeC-
tional shape to that of the holes or recesses Ii
into which they are entered. Further, Ithor-
oughly secure to the embedded fouudatwn“ll
bonding-blocks D such of theflooring-briquets
C as are superposed thereon. One method of 70
accomplishing this is shown at G, Fig. 1, and
another at Il in the detailed view, I‘lﬂ' 33

SR,

but I do not confine myself {o the p’hl"tl@lﬂ‘bl

device to be adopted under this head.
Before the flooring-briquets are laid they. 75
are dipped into a preservative adhesive com-

' pound while the latter is in a heated fluid or

semi-fluid state, with which not only the nnder
surface of each briquet becomes coated, so as
to form a hard and fast joint with the concrete &o
and cement substratum A B, but which takes ap
andl enters into the longitudinal > -shaped-
arooves « formed along the bottom of the sides
of the briquets, as shown at 0, Ifig. 1. Thus
an additional keying or bonding together of- 85
the whole system ensues. IHence, In accord-
ance with my invention, the flooring becomes
solid throughout, presenting an even and im-
movable structural formation free from inter-
stices, thereby preventing the penetration of go
molstme or the accu mulation of foul air or
vermin. |
Thesurface of a wood-block fioor construcied’
inaccordance withmyinvention may be washed
or serubbed without the risk of affecting any g3
other part than the actual flooring-surface to
be cleansed.
I am aware that prior to the date of my in-
vention wood flooring-blocks have been formed
with a groove, such as at ¢, and also that an 100
qdhe%we piesermtwe film, 0, has been intro- ™
duced between the top of the cement and con-
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crete substratum A B and the under surface tion of a concrete substr,tidture,' intermittent 5
- of the wood briquets. I thereforelay no claim | non-continuous bonding-blocks embedded in

~to these features by themselves, but— sald substructure, and doweled floor-blocks,
- What I do claim as my invention,and desire | some of which aresecured tothebonding-blocks
5 to secure by Letters Patent, is— - | by suitable means, substantially as set forth. - . .
L. Ina wood-block flooring, the combination | 3. Inawood-block flooring, the combination 20
- of a substructure of concrete, A B, bonding- | of doweled floor-blocks C,having grooves a,in- B
blocks D, embedded therein, flooring-block C, | termittent non-continuous bonding-blocks D,
‘having dowel-holes E, grooves a, and dowels | and a layer of preservative adhesive compo- .
10 F, fastening G, and a coating of preservative sition, as set forth. | | | IR
adbesive composition, substantially as set | B -~ WILLIAM DUFFY. g
forth. o o | Witnesses: - S
2. In a wood-block flooring wherein the JAMES STEVENSON,
bloeks are mutually sustaining, the comhina- | - ALFRED MELHUISH.
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