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To all whomy it 77@@?/ CONCEPTL:

Be 1t known that I, Joun C. JEXNSEN, re-
siding at Chicago, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, and a citizen of the United
States, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Paper-IFasteners, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, in which-—

Figure 1 1s an edge view. Fig,.
elevation of the fastener shown in Fig. 1, and
IFig. 3 18 a side elevation of a paper-tastener
hfw 1ng a round cap or head applied thereto.
All of the figures are considerably enlarged.

Metallic paper - fasteners have heretofore
been made with two prongs of equal length
and pointed at the ends to facilitate their in-
sertion through a hole pierced in several sheets
of paper, for binding the sheets together, by
opening and turning down the prougs; but in
so doing the user was obliged to insert his
thumb-nail or finger-nail between the pointed
prongs, and was liable to be pricked or stuek
under the nail by the point. It was sought
to overcome this objection to the use of such
paper-tasteners with both prongs pointed by
making the prongs of unequal length, so that
after the passage through the hole pierced in
the sheets the prongs could be separated or
spread apart, as one prong projecting slightly
beyond the other was believed to present an
opportunity for pushing to oneside the prong
having the longer point; but 1n practice it has
been found that the shorter prong would catch
in passing through and mt(,rfele with the
ready insertion of the fastener, and that the
objection of pricking the fingers was not

wholly overcome, as the user Still had to use |
“his finger- |

nail to open the prongs.

My invention is designed to overcome the
objections to the old styles of paper-fasteners,
which I accomplish by construeting a metallic
paper-fastener having prongs of equal length,

~with the end of one prong pointed and the

end of the other rounded to form a guard for

the pointed end, enabling the two prongs to

be readily inserted and to be readily spread
apart after insertion through the sheets of
paper to be bound together.

Inthe drawings, A represents my improved
paper-fastener, formed of a metal strip, bent
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on itself to have a head, ¢, and to have two
prongs of equal length, the end of one prong,
a, being pointed, and the end of the other
prong, b being rounded.

By makmﬂ the ends of the prongs « and b
as deseubed, and the prongs of equal length,
such prongs can be readily and quickly sep-
arated, and without liability of the pointed
end eutermﬂ the {lingers of the user, as until
the prongs are Spread apart the pointed prong
1S cover ed by the rounded one.

through the sheets of paper to be bound to-
ﬂether the prong having the rounded or blunt
end is bent to one side by pressing on the 1n-
ner side face of the rounded end with the fin-
cer or finger-nail, which is easily done, and
avmds the necesswy of inserting the ﬁnn‘er-
nail endwise between the prongs, as has now
to be done with the old-style fastener, the
formation of the end of the pointed prong
leaving a sufficient portion of the rounded end
e‘{pOSPd for the user to press against sidewise.

After the blunt or rounded end has been
pressed back away from the pointed end, such
pointed end can be readily pressed back With-

out danger of sticking the finger or thumb of
the user, as fhe whole of the prong projecting
through the paper is left free to press against
when turning it back.

AS nmtalhc paper-fasteners arce now gener-
ally inserted in holes first formed in the Sheets
of paper by a punching-tool, it 18 not essential
that both prongs should be pomted in order to
force them thmuﬂ*h the paper, and the pointed
prong here Shown and desmlbed 1s not for that
purpose, but is so formed for the purpose of
leaving a portion of the inside face of the op-

In spreading
' the prongs apart, after they have been passed
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posite prong exposed to enable a sidewise -

pressure to be '11:-1)119(1 thereto for the purpose
deseribed.

The paper-fastener can be provided with any
kind of a head, ¢, desired, two. forms being
shown in the drawings.

By using a paper-fastener having the prongs

- of equal 1enﬂ*th, as shown and described hel e-
in, more sheets of paper can be bound fo-
oether than with a paper-fastener of the old
Style having one prong shorter than the other.

Paper - fasteners comprising two parailel
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shanks or prongs resting against each other | blunt end to facilitate the Spreadmg apairt of

and having the inner adJaeent edges of their | the prongs after they have been inserted

pointed extremities formed into diverging through papers to be fastened, said rounded
- cutters have been made; but thisconstruction I | or bluntend of one prong guwrdmg the pointed 15 =

5 do not claim. | end of the other until they are SPread apart
“What I claim as new, and desn*e to secure substantmlly as described.
by Letters Patent, is—

| | | : T N .
"The herein - descrlbed paper - fdstener con- | - | JOHB‘ C.'_ JENSEN.
- sisting of two parallel prongs of subsbantlally YVltnesses- - |
10 equal length, one of which is formed with a ~  ALBERT H. ADAMS _

pointed _end and the other with a rounded or | HARRY T. JONES.
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