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- To all whom it may concerns:

| the easel or frame is opened and 18 correspond

Be it known that I, WILLIAM ALEXANDER | mgl;r uanlocked when the frame is closed.

BULKLEY, acitizen of the United States, resid-
ing ab Phlladelphla, in the county of Philadel-
5 phla and State of Pennsylvania, have invented
- certainnew and useful Improvementsin Easels,
of which the following is a specification, ref
- erence being had therein to the aoeompanyln@-
drawings, wherein— -
IO qure 1isa perspective of an easel or tnpod
stand open or unfolded, showing myimprove-
ments. Fig. 2-is an e]evatlon of same folded.
TFig. 3 is a rear view of the upper portion of
the easel drawn to an enlarged secale, showing
15 more plainly the hinged or pivotal connection
for the side legs; and Fig. 4 is a perspective
shewing the folding lookmn' connection for the
hinged Section of the mlddle leg and for the
side legs. |
20 Myinvention ha,s relatlon to foldmg or other
-easel or tripod frames for pictures or other
~ articles; and it has for’its object to so construct
~ them that they can easily and qunickly be
folded and opened, and when opened their legs
23 are securely locked together and firmly main-
tained in position, so tha,t one or more of them
cannot be accidentally jarred or moved out ofits
position to dislodge the picture or other article

" resting or held upon the frame, nor can the

20 latter Ttself be correspondingly upset

| My invention accordingly consists. of the
combination, construction, and arrangement
of parts, as heremaﬂ;er described and claimed,
having reference particularly to a sectional

35 center leg the sections of which are hinged

together near the top of the frame, to side legs

pivoted or hinged to the upper section of the

center legs by a clip or strap, to a folding

Cross-bar oonneotmg the outside legs, which
40 bar is composed of two sections pivoted to-

~ gether at or near the center of the bar and at

their ends to the outsidelegs, one section of the

bar having a lateh or lug fitting into a keeper

-formed on the other section, “and to a bar
45 hinged to the lower section of the center leg
and having a forward hinged end or section
pivoted to the center pivotal connection for

- the gections of the cross-bar, whereby said bars,

~when opened, form a T- sha,ped locked bar

“ 50 connecting the center and side legs, the lock-

ing of eald bar bemg automfttlcally effected as

{

In the drawings, A represents the easel or

trlpod frame, of any. suitable design, com-

posed, preferably, of a center leg, B, and of

‘side legs, C.C. The leg B 1s oomposed of an -
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uppershortsection, b, andalong lowersection,

', hinged together at b* in any suitable man- "
_' ner, so that when the frame is-unfolded the

60

section b’ will project rearwardly from theup- o

per seetion, b, to give the vecessary pitch to = -
the frame. Upon the rear side of section b 18 o

secured a clip or strap, D, of wmetal or other

suitable material, and to the ends d of which
are pivoted,in any suitable manner, as shown
at d', the upper extremities, ¢, of the sidelegs,

C C. Theinnersidesof the ends care suitably

beveled, as indicated at ¢/, to admit of the legs
1 CC Spreadmg apart and foldmn‘ together, as
.1l]ustra,ted respectively, 1n Flgs L-and 2.

K represents a - Cross-bar oomposed of see-—

o

tions e and ¢,pivoted together at'¢’, at or nea,r . .. -

the center of bar E, and at their ends ¢ are
pivoted to the side legs, CC. One of the sec-

tions—preferably the section 6—-1s provided

with a projecting or extended end, e at the mid-

‘dle of the bar E, which end 18 formed mto or

provided with- alatoh catoh or hook, ¢°, to fit.
into an eye or keeper é° strurk up or formed
on or secured to section ¢ When bar E or frame
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A is opened, as shown in Fig. 1, and thereby

| limit the extent of spread of the legs C C. -
‘Hinged to the lower section, ', of leg B is a

bar, F having ‘at its forward ‘end 2 hinged
seotlon, f,whichis pwoted or loosely oonnected
to the center pivot, ¢*, for the sections e ¢ of
bar E, so that.when the frame A is opened the
bar F limits the rearward movement of thé
section ¥’ of leg’ B and determines the piteh

~or angle for the frame A. When the latter is
‘opened, the hinged section fof the bar I isin

an upright. posmlon as shown in Figs. 1 and
4, and, in conjunction with the bar E it forms .

jointed or hinged seotlons as above described,
and connects the center and outer legs of fr. ame
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ta T- shaped bar, &, which is- composed of 9 -

A together, and as the sections of bar G are E

locked, When opened by the catch ¢ and
keeper ¢ on the sections of bar E; the legs of

frame A are firmly held in posmon sothatone

Ioo._ -

or more of bhem oannot be acmdental]y jarred
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or moved out of position independently of the
others. The picture or other article on the
frame therefore cannot readily be accidentally
displaced, nor can the frame A be cerre5pend
ingly upset.

[n opening the frame A,the ]abch or catch ¢

automatically falls or fits into keeper €, and In.

closing the frame the sections e ¢’ of bar Eare

simply raised or elevated at the center of the
bar, the hinged section f on bar F admitting

of this elevation, and this movement or action
unlocks the sections e and ¢ and draws them
and the legs B and C C together until they
assume the compact position shown in Fig. 2

-and when folded a suitable pivoted locking-.

lever, H, on leg B, fitting or engaging with
pins or studs % on legs C C, is provided to

- maintain the frame in its closed position.

20

The locking device on the sections ¢ and ¢,
it will be noticed in the drawings, iIs so con-
structed that 1t acts automatically when the
frame A 18 opened and correspondingly so
when closed; but I do not limit myself there-
to, as it may be otherwise provided for.

The easel is provided with suitable pin-
holes, ¢, or other means for supporting the ar-

~ ticle to be held upon the same.

What I claim 18—

1. An ecasel-frame having its central and |

376,852

| outside legs connected by a T-Shaped bar, G, 30

composed of jointed sections pivoted or hinged
to said legs and to each other, and provided

‘with a lock or fdstenmg dewee eubstantlally

as set forth.

2. The combination of leg B, having upper 35

and lower hinged sections, b and b', the legs C
C, pivoted to section b, or a clip secured there-

to the sectional bar I, composed of pivoted
sections ¢ and ¢/, provided with a lock or fast-

ening device, and bar F, having hinged sec-
tion f, substantlally as and for the purpose set;
forth.

3. An easel-frame having its central and
outside legs connected by a Jomted T-shaped
bar, GG, composed of sections pivoted together
and hlncred or pivoted to the center and out-

side 1egs and provided with an antomatically-

acting lock or fastening device for holding the
legs of the easel in an open or extended posi-
tion, in combination with a separate catch, H,

for loekmg the legs in their folded position,

substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature m
presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM ALEXANDER BULKLEY
Witnesses:
S. J. VAN STAVOREN,
Caas. I'. VAN HoORN.
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