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| To all whom it may concerrw:

Be it known that I, JOHN W. WEAR, of El-
dorado Springs, in the county of Cedar and
State of Missouri, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Wire-Tighteners, of.
~ which the following is a 8peelﬁeablon |

This invention is an improved wire-tight-
ener intended to tighten fence and other wires,
and is adapted for tightening up the wires of
fences and other Structures already built, as
well as for use in the building of such Sbruct-
ures; and the invention consists in cerfain im-
proved constructions and novel combinations
. of parts, as will be hereinafter desembed and

pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspectw
~ view of my improved wire-tightener asin use.

Fig. 21s a front view thereef IFig. 3 is a de-
| tall view of the straining-lever and the pivot-
o pin with bearings _therefor and Hig. 4 illus-

trates the operation of the invention,

The tongs A A -are pivoted together at «
‘and have their jaws B provided in their ends
with notches b, forming guides for the wire to
he stretched. T-hese JaWS,
-~ so arranged that they may be moved alongside
of each other, the ends -having the guides ex-
tending past each other, it may be to the po-
sition shown in Fig. 2. When so adjusted in
the operation of the invention, the jaws will
~brace each other when the tomrs are rotated

to twist the slack of the wire, as will be de-

scribed hereinafter. A strammg lever, C, is
pivoted to the tongs. By preference the bem

ings for this lever are provided on the pivot
pin or bolt D of the tongs, as shown.
construetion is preferred bus manitestly the
bearings for the lever might-be provided in
numerous other ways without departing from
some of the broad principles of my invention.

- The lever is connected with the wire to be

strained by a rod or chain connection, I, hav-
~ing at one end a hook, ¢, to facrlltate connec-
tion with the said wire. |

The lever © 1s plowded with a numbel of
holes at different points, in order that the con-
nection E may be united therewith at different
distances from its center, in order that more or
less strain can be exerted as may be desired.

In use the jaws are p]eced %gamst a wire

be taken up.

_I'

1t will be seen, are

- This

stantially asand for the purposes Spemﬁed

and the lever connected with such wire, when .
by Operatillg- the lever the slack of wire may -
Then by closing the tongs and
rotating the same the wire may be tmsted to
secure the slack. - | 55
~ The invention is mmp]e, efﬁelenb and will
be found very convenient in use. -

I do not in this application seek to cover,.
broadly, the combination, with the | tongs, of a, B
looper thereon to-engage the wire at a pointin- 60
termediate of the edges oftheJaWS of thetongs,

‘and form a loop or bend for the jaws to grasp

and twist, as such subject-matter is claimed

in a separate application for patent filed by

me January 22, 1887, Serial No. 225,171. ~ 6;3
Having thus. descrlbed my Inv entlon whatI

~¢claim as new 18—

1. A wire- tlghtener compusmfr a pair of
tongs having their jaws movable alongside of

and past eaeh other when the tongs are closed 7o |

and constructed to gnide the wire when the
tongsareopen, wher eb} the wire may bedrawn.
between said jaws to form aloop or bend when |

the tongs are open and such tongs may be

closed and rotated to twist and secure sueh 75
loop or bend, substantially as set forth.

2. A wue tightener comprising a pair of -
tongs hfw:mg thelr jaws provided with guides .

for the wire,-a lever pwetal]y supported on '_ -?
Jo

said tongs, and a connection for joining said
lever with the wire to be stretehed Substan B
tially as set forth. - -
3. The improved wire-tigchtener herem de-
scribed, consisting of the tonﬂ*s having their =~
jaws movable alongside of a_nd past each other
and provided with guides for the wire fo be
stretehed, the lever supported in bearings on
said tongs, and the connection for joining said
lever with the wire to be stretched, all sub-
ole
4. In a wire stretcher, the tongs, the pivot-
pm thereof having bearings for the lever, the
lever, and connections between said ]ever and
the wire to be sbretehed substantlally as. Set '

forth

JOHN W. WEAR. %
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