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- To all whom zﬁ ma J COTLCEPTL:

o ‘zen of the United States residing at Newark
Hssex county, New Jersey, have invented cer-

IC

- portable endless mourning band, adapted. for

~ skilled labor, to hats varying somewhatin size.

N

| 'prowded with a wire, a whalebone, or other
stiffener secured in one edge and performing
- the threefold funetion of furmshmﬂ‘ a grip b0
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~a hat provided with my improvement.
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‘ric from which the band is constructed. Fig.

40

- ing of the india- I'llbbBI or other elastic gum

43

_50

sented in the following specification and the

163 ho]d thereon without fastening.

- cured in its lower edge.

eanvas and muslm

‘band for hats is commonly made of bombazine,

which is a fabric readily affected by mmsture,
so that when carefully applied to the crown of
a hat it is liable, if exposed to a damp atmos-
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Be it known that I, JAMES W. COREY, a citi
tain new and useful Improvements in Mourn-
ing-Bands for Hats, fully described and repre- |
accompanying dmwmw, formmn‘ a partof the
same. |

The object of this invention is to provide a

immediate application, w1thoub the use of

To effect these objects the improvement con-

sists, pa,rt]y, in a new article of manufacture, |

consisting in an endless elastic mourning- band

the operator’s fingers in dl&W]llD‘ the band

upon the hat, in retalmng the lower edge of
the band in close contact with the brim of the
hat, and in ornamenting the lower edge of the
band, when applied to the hat, without the use
of an auxiliary ribbon or cord and partly in
the ecombination, with such a mournmn -band
and reed, of a coatmw of india-rubber applled
to the i 1nne1 surface of the fabric, so as to adapt !
the band, by its elasticity, to fit, without altera-,

tion, upon hats of different; Sizes, and to retain.

Theinvention isshownin thean new:'ed draw-
ings, in which Figure 1 shows a front view of
Fig.
2 is a vertical section of the band detached.
from the hat; and Fig. 3 is a section of the fab-

4 i3 a plan of an open band.

a is the erown of the hat, b the body of the
band applied thereto, fmﬁ ¢ the Stlffenel se-

In Fig. 3, d is the Llyer of bomqume or
other suitable material, and ¢ a layer or coat-

applied to one side by a rolling process, as 1s
common 1in coating other textile materml

In eomphance with custom, a mournmg

| of stitches.

| phere, to wrinkle and present an unsightly ap-

pearance, or if exposed to a hot sun to shrink
and draw the hat out of shape, especially 1f it

be a stiff silk hat. If the bombazine or cloth
{ band be made of a loose strip of material, it

requires to be sewed to the hat, and when Te-

moved from a silk hat leaves behind a per-

ceptible mark, which deforms the hat Whe1e

the stitches were applied.
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My improvement provides aremovable band |

which requires no fastening to the hat, as it is
held thereon entirely by its elabtlcwy, and
may be removed without leaving any injurious
marks. | |

Endless bands have been made for conven-
ient application to the hat without sewing; but
to secure the needful elasticity such bands
have heretofore been made of thick and yield-

ing cloth, which is much heavier than bomba-

zine, and which material does not comply with
the fdshlonable standard. I have therefore
devised a means of imparting to bombazine or
other soft eloth such a degree of elasticity that
an endless band formed of the same may be

fitted to hats of sizes varying within a narrow

margin, as one. or one and a half eighths in
diameter. Such elasticity is imparted to the
fabric by stretching the bombazine or soft

fabric and passing 1t thlough rollel,:. in contact

with india-rubber.
- The hardening of the india-rubber upon the
woven fabric produces sufficient shrinkage of
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the latter to allow of a subsequent extension 8z

when applied to the hat, and theindia-rubber
and the fabric then, both of them, exert an
elastic hold upon the crown of the hat, which
produces a very close and accurate fit. 1 com-

bine with such endless band a stiffener or go

‘““yeed,’” of wire, whalebone, or other suifable .

elastic material, secured within its lower edge

by turning up the same, .as shown in -Fig. 2,

or by any other suitable means, to ornament
‘the edge of the band. A cord stiffened with
shellac is often used as a reed in hat-manu-

facture, and any cord which will perform the

required functions may be used in practlcmg

my invention.

By the application of india- rubber e to the
inner side of the fabmc cement may be applied
to the upturned edge ¢/, and the stiffener ¢ may
thus be firmly secured in place without the use
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The application of india- rubber '



o

2

tothefabrierenders it completely water-proof, |
8o that exposure to rain is not capable of soil-
1ng, warping, or shrinking it to any material |
degree, and it is therefore far better adapted
to endure exposure or clefmmn' than a band of

-mere woven fabrie,

- 10O

. brim.
~ tion attached to the mourning-hand, b) means.

~of which the finger-nails of the 01}01%01, or &
suitable:sharp-cornered tool, may be used to
foree the band downward nlth the: stiffener

- The stiffener is of material use in ’11)1)]}, ing
~an endless band to the hat, as the crown is
more or less tapering in form, so that the re-
sistance: to the downward movement of the:|
- -band increases rapidly as it approaches the
strong projec- |
- kles when appilied to the hat. | .
Tamalsoaware of United Stﬂtes Pd[ent No.i -
274,704, dated: Mareh 27,1883, 1n' which anad-
hesive substance 1s: applied to one side of a
fabrie for the purpose of cementing the ad-.

- Such stiffener affords a

- 1nto close contact with the brim as is desired.

20

. indicate the ver tlml line of the joint.
reed or vertical projection upon the band is:

1t is enstomary, where the ends of the bom-
| bulue or cloth strip are united, in forming a -
mourning-band, to apply a: Ieed or stlﬁ“enm to

osueh

- +of merely ornamental use, and may be applied

tion.

~coated with rubber is of such elastieity thata

. band constructed to fic a seven-inch hat, and
~ whieh will fit snugly upon the same, may also
 be applied to a hat one-eighth or threc-six-
teenths of an inch larger, and I aiso find that
the fabric is adapted to %hqpe itself closely to -
- the tapering form of the crown which is com- -

. mon in Delby and -other: ]nts? as Sh(m n.oin
| I‘Jg.;l | |
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The fld::‘tptatmn Of Lh(; endless band to mor

; blmu one size of hat fits it especially for use in
retail stores, as it avoids the carrying of a

o large stock of such ready-made bands, while
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the, great facility with which it may be applied
to the hat enables the dealer to dispense with
the services of a trained workman, which arc
required for fitting and sewing a loose band of
bombazine pmpelly upon a ]nt

- T'he reed serves to form an ornament at the
lower edge of the band, and avoids the use of
a smatll ribben or cord, which is often used to
cover the stitches when they are emiployed to
secure a band to the hat. The reed also, by
its firmness, serves to hold the lower edge of
the band mto close contact with the bllm of
the hat at the corner where it joins the erown,
and thus prevents the band from “1111111111'”
when conformed to the ‘““set’” of the brim, or
from drawing up from the brim at the front
and rear of the Crown.

1t will be seen from the above that the ma-
terial p&rt.of my invention is the combination,
with thelower edgeof anendlesselastic mourn-

1ng-band, of a recd to promote 1ts application
to the 11..1t and to ornament and to hold it in
place after its applieation thercto.

The reed may be made of any desired mate-
rial having the requisite qualities, and per-
forms 1fs thleeiold function svyhen combined
withanelasticendlessmourning-band, whether
the latter be coated with mdla rubb01 or not.

I am aware of United States Patent No.

_.-|

- thereto or omitted at pleasure in my construe- |
I find that in practice the bombazine

4 the band. _
| the reed which I apply to my hat- -band, and
‘which 1s an attachnient of the band before its- =
application to the hat, and which operatesnot’
105
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376,428 |

180,954, dated August 8, 1876, and claiming

0 bmdmrr for hats fmd thr_,r articles provided. .
73 '
to secure 1t permanently:in its required situa- .-
~The rubber applied to my mourning-
| band. pelfm ms an entirely different funetion,
‘as 16 is hardened or prepared insuch a wayas
to have no adhesive propertiesafter 1618 united:
‘to the fabrie, but operates solely by its shrink-

with an. ‘ulheswe composwlon upon one gide

tion.

age to shorten the fabric abnormally, and to

thus render it elastie, 'while it imparts to it'a -

peculiar smoothness and freedom flOHl wrin-

Joiming faces of the fabrie together when the 85
edges are folded over upon tlle b(}dy
‘dia-rubber coating upon my band 18 not used
‘as a cement, nor is any part of the band folded - .
over and cemcnted to the body by the mdla;-E EEEEEENE
-]llbb(‘l‘: o |

’l?‘he.m.-f;;.f-;-”

90;%;::5“

Tam a]‘-«o AWATC Of Umted St‘tles PatentNo. RS

.ol 172, dated November 28, 1865, deseribing:
?'the eombmatmu with tlu,Jomt of a’hat crown
and brim;y of a. &,prmﬂ' formed 1n the shape of
aring and sewed to the hat- body. Suchspring
is intended only to hold the crown of the hat:
1n shape to properly fit the head, and: per-
forms all its: funetions :indep‘endently of the
‘hat-band, and is a disfigurement to the hat, so

as to. 1eq111re covering. by the lower edo‘e of
It has no function in comnion Wlth

only to ornament and to hold the lower edge
of the band in place, but furnishes the only
means by which a soft fabric can be readily and
accurately drawn upon the hat-ecrown. No
means has heretofore been known by which a
mourning-band of soft fabric could be quickly,
easily, and accurately adjusted upon a hat
without the use of skilled labor, and the func-
tion which the reed performs in my band is
therefore entirely new and materially different
from that which it would perform if applied
to the hat separately from the band.

1 hereby disclaim the patents referred to
andany reed or hat-band not permanently con-
nected together for the purpose I hmfe de-
scribed.

I also disclaim a hat-sweat having a reedin
the lower edge to stiffen the same, (as ig
claimed in United wtates Patent No. 217,576,
dated July 5, 1879,) as the reed in such 2 con-
struction is not associated with a soft fabrie,
like bombazine or thin cloth, and does not
pertorm any such funection as the reed in ny
construction, which is an invaluable adjunct
in %ppl}mg a soft endless band to a hat by
alfording a **grip’’ at its lower edge, by which
16 may be pulled upon the hat.

Having thus set forth my invention, what I
(,L:um 18—

1. As a new article of manufacture, a re-
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movable mour nmg band for hats, consisting in | able endless band ready for application to the
- astrip of bombazine or other soft fabric formed hat, and having a reed orstiffener inserted in
into an endless band ready for application to | a fold at the edge of the fabricand a coating of
~ the hat, and provided at its lower edge with | india-rubber upon its inner side, and adapted, 20
5 a reed or stiffener inserted in a fold of the | byitselasticity, to fit, without alteration, upon
fabric and projected beyond the surface of | hats of different sizes and to retain its hold
the fabric when the latter is applied to the | thereon without fastening, substantlally as
hat, and thus performing the threefold fune- | herein set forth.
| | tlcm of ornamenting the band, of affording a In testlmony whereof [ have hereunto set my 25
- 1o grip in the application of the band, and of | hand in the presence of two subscrlbmg w1t
- holding its lower. edge in contact with the | nesses.

brim of the hat when applied, Substantla,l] y as . | |
herein set forth. o - JAMES W, COREY.
" 2. Asa newarticleof manufacture a mourn- { Witnesses:

15 ing-band for hats, consisting in a strlp of hbom- F. C. FISCHER,

bazine or other soit fabue formed into a port- © THOs. 5. CRANE.
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