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SBI‘]H_JI No. 246,608, (No umdel )

To all wfwm uﬁ mcw concerm:

Be it known that I, HENRY B. PITNER, a
citizen of the United States residing at Ta
Porte, in the county of La Porte and State of

5 Indiana, have invented certain new and useful
" .Impmvemeuts in Carriage-Tops; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear and ex-
act description of the mventwn _such as will
enable others skilled. in the art to which it ap-

- 10 pertains to make and use the same.

- This invention has relation toimprovements
in carriage-tops having a folding fxonb exten-
sion. _,

The invention will be fully understood from
15 the followmg description and claims when

- taken in connection with the annexed draw-
~ ings, In which— |

Figure 1 1s a side view of a carriage- tOp,'

- showing my improvements applied. I‘lg 218
20 a similar view of the same, showing the top in
a folded position. Fig. 3 is a perspective de-
~ tail view, and Fig. 4 is a sectional detail Vlew,
of the hmge for the front extension. .
Referring by letter to the said drawings, A
- 25 B Cindicate the top bows, which may be of
any ordinary or approved constr ucbmn hav-
ing the usual covering.
| D Indicates the props, and E the bra,ees
| The front bow, C, is cut at a point, a, and a
- 30 piece removed equal to the width or thmkness
- of the bow ¥ of the forward extension, G. The
transverse section & of this forward bow, C, is
then secured to the ends of the forward hori-
zontal bow, d, by means of the angular plates
35 H and screws or other suitable devices. It

1

through an aperture, g, in the bow d, whereit
is held by means of a nut, h. The lower end
of this rod, after passing through the recessin
the front bow and the aperture in the plate:
thereof, is bent upwardly and into or against 55
the under side of the said bow d. This joint
will permit the front extension to fold down
upon the front bow when the top has been let
down and form a hood or storm-cover there-
for, as more fully shown in Fig. 2 of thedraw- 60
ings. The prop connects the middle bow with
the seat frame or body in the usual manner,
and from this latter bow the hinged brace ex-
tends to and is connected with the bow d of _
the front extension. In the construction illus- 65
trated it will be seen that the brace is con-
nected with the bow dinadvance of the hinge-
joint, and when the former has been straight-
ened out will prevent the front extension tfrom
folding, but will be held securely in an ex- %o
tended position. While I have shown and
deseribed my storm cover or hood as applied
to a two-bow top and the brace connected
therewith in advance of the hinge-joint, yetit
is obvious that the said hood may be used on 75
-any form of top and that the hinged braces
may be omitted altogether. .

The gist of the mventwn consists in the em-
ployment of a hinged hood, which forms a
storm cover or shield when the top 1s lebdown, 8o
and which will assume an extended position.
when the top has been raised. I attach 1m-
portance to the fact that the hood forms the
transverse upper portion of the forward brace.

It will also be observed that my improve- &5

will thus be seen that as the piece removed | ments may be apphed to carriages at present

from the forward bow, A, is about the same |

size as the width of the bow d, when the parts

- are united, as set forth, the bow will be of the
4C proper 1enﬂ*th _

- The hlnge or joint for the front extensmn 18

designed to be a concealed one. In making

this joint I first secure to the upper ends of

in use without impairing their “usefulness in
any manner whatever, and that such improve-
ments may be apphed to new carriages at a
minimum expense. QC
Havmgdescnbedthls 111V61:1t101] what Lelaim
1S-——-
1. A carriage-top havmg the transverse por-

the face of the front bows a metallic plate, ¢, [ tion of its front bow hinged and carrying an

5 and perforate the same, asshown at f, thesaid
ends of the bows being also recessed, as shown,
for the passage of the hinge bolt or rod into
the perforation of the plate, as will be now ex-
plained. The hinge-rod I is threaded on its

extension which formsa storm-shield when the 95
top is let down, substantially as specified.

2. The combmatlon with afolding carriage-
“top having the trausverse portion of 1ts front
bow hlncred and carrying a front extensmn

50 strawht portlon as shown, and is passeé[ : substantlally as specified. | | IQ0




I0

3. The combination,with a folding carriage- |

top, of the front extension hinged to the for-

ward bow, the said bow lmvuw recesses, as
shown, and the perforated plates Secmed-

thereto, and the threaded hinge-rods and nub

substantially as specified.

4, The combination, with a foldmn carriage-
top, of the front extension hinged to the for-

~ward bow, the said bow havnw recesses, as

shown, and the perforated plateb Secmed
theleto the threaded hinge rods and nut, and

- 376,414

the jomted braces connecting the front exten-
sion with the middle bow of the top, so that

the said extension may belocked by the bmces,
substantially as specified. - -

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
| presence of two witnesses. |

HENRY B. PITNER.

Witnesses:
GLo. C. DORL AND,
D. P. BEMETHAU R
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