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' ’7’0 all whom it maz 7/ CONCern:

- Be 1t known that I, WiLBUR T. Os BORI\E

of Angonia, in the county of New Haven and
State of Oonnectlcur have invented a new Im-
provement in Bustles, and I do hereby declare
the following, when taken in connection with
accompanying drawings and the letters of ref-
erence marked thereon to be a full, clear, and

- exact deseription of the same, and whlch said

IO

drawings constitute part of this qpeuﬁcatlon
and rep1esent In—

~ Figure 1,a side view of the bustle complete;
Fig. 2, a fmnt view of the same; Fig. 3, a ver-
tleal sectlon of the same, ShOWlUG‘ the °4plm
Fig. 4, the blank for the one part I, of the

_cllp, Fig. 5, the blank for the other pmt K,

- of the cllp, Fig. 6, an edge view of the cllp,
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showing it as apphed and enlarged; Fig. 7, a
side view of the clip as applied, enlmﬂ*ed
Ifig. 8, one of the bustle-springs detached
Flg 9 a modification of the bustle spung,

Fig. 10 a modification; Fig. 11, a modification

ShOWlllﬂ" the invention as ‘Ld‘lpt&d to dlfferent
styles of bustle..
This invention relates to an improvement i 1n

-that class of bustles which are made from sev-

~eral U-shaped elastic bows, the ends respect-
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ively united at a common center and so that
they may swing toward or from each_ other to

bring them accordingly into a collapsed orex-

~panded form, and so that as the wearer sits

the bustle will collapse against the body, but

. expand to its normal p051t10n immediately on
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C, D, and E, more or less.

risin |
M}gmventmn relates to a peculiar distend-
ing-spring which per 'mits the collapse of the
bustle, but reacts, when free, to expand it.
The bustle, as common in thIS class of bus-
tles, is made of several U -shaped bows, A, B,
The bows ar’e made

~from flat wire, and the several ends at each
- side are brought together to a common pivot,
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‘a, where they are joi r.ted and so that they may
~ turn thereon toward or from cach other, and

43

the several bows are connected by a flexible
tape, I, or otherwise. . The bow A is the bow
which stands next the body, and is provided

~with the usual strap or band, G, by “hlch lb

is secured around the body.
To give a bearing upon the body broader

than the edge of the bow A would otherwise

—

' give, T apply to each side of the body-bow A

a bearing-piece, H, which are flat pieces of
metal or any suitable material, and may be the

same as that from which the bows are made,
and these bearing-pieces are secured to the

bow A by clips of peculiar construction. The

clips are made in two parts, blanks for which

are represented in Figs. 4 and 5.
are both made from sheet metal.

The parts
The one

! part, I, is in the shape of a cross, the two

longer arms b b having a like hole, d, at the
end The other arms, e ¢, extend at 11ght an-
gles thereto, or nearly so and should be no
more in length than half the width of the sec-
ond part, K, of the clip. Thesecond part, K,
is simply a flab strip of metal, in length some-
what less than twice the m.dth of the bearing-
pieces H. The two longer arms of the chp
are bent toward each other, and so that they
may be set onto the vertieal bow A, as seen
in Figs. 6 and 7, the holes d d corresponding,
and so that an eyelet may be introduced
through the said holes and through the up-
right as a means of secuaring the clip to the
bow A.

The part K 15 set upon the under or reverse
side of the part I, and the arms e are turned

‘back and closed upon the part K, as indicated
in Figs. 6 and 7, which firmly unites the two
‘parts of the clip and holds the part H in a

plane substantially at right angles to the plane
of the two arms b b. The part K is bent
around the part H and closed thereon, as seen
in Fig. 6. This firmly unites the bearing-piece
H to the vertical bow A. Two or more such
clips may be employed, as represented 1n Kig.

1. These clips may be made as articles of
manufacture and sold independent of the bus-

tle, to be applied by manufacturers of bustles.

The bearing-pieces are applicable to various
styles of bustles having a vertical bow against

the body.
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A spring is desirable to distend the bustle

and hold. it in that condition, vet yield to the
collapse or contraction of the bustle. The

spring which I have devised for this purpose

is of V shape, made from wire, /¢, Fig. 8, rep-
resenting the two legs. At the apex & one or
more convolations are preferably introduced
into the wire, 8o as to form an eye or loop,

and in ea,ch.,of the free ends of the two legs a
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loop, ¢, is formed Dby bending the wire back
upon 1tsclf. One of these springs is applied
toeach side of the bustle, and, preferably, upon
the inside. Theapex of thespring is fixed to

“one of the intermediate bows—say O, as seen

in Fig. 3—Dby any suitable pivot through the
bow and loop of the spring. The legs extend
one, f, toward the arm A, where its loop em-
braces a stud, {, and the other leg, g, cxtends,

say, to the lower bow, Ii, where its loop ¢ em-
braces a stud, m.
tudinal play of the legs of the spring, and so
that as the bustle is collapsed, as indicated in
broken lines, Fig. 3, the two legs of the spring
will be br ounht nem er toweuhel the loops slid-

ing over their lespectwe studs to permit such

1110?0111(31113. Then, when left free, the spring
reacts and throws the bows A I asunder, and
the several bows, being connected, are corre-
spondingly distended.

Instead of attaching the springs to the bows
with loops at the ﬁe{, cends of the legs of the
spring and the pivot at the apex, the lorr:-, may
terminate in a short loop, #, (see Fig. 9,) and
the apex made in the form of a ]oop r, which
will embrace an intermediate bow--say C—
and so as to slide thercon. The loops n n be-
ing respecetively secured to a pivot on the ex-

_tleme bows A L, the action of the spring will

be the same as l}efme except that now the
loop 7 of the spring will slide upon the central
bow, while the two ends will be fixed; or the
spring. may be made with a loop at its apex
and at both ends, as seen in Fig. 10—the loop

at the apex ar mnﬂ"ed to slide upon the inter- ;

mediate bow and {he loops at the ends toslide
onthe pivots. The collapse inany case brings

the ends of the springs nearer together, so as

| to contract the spring.

. to the body-pieces, as in Ifig. 11.

These loops allow longi-

the spring expands the bustle.
I have represented the bustle as of that class

- having all the bows terminating at a pivot

common to all; butb it will he understood that
the same spring is applicable to other bus-
tles in which the bows are pivoted separately
My inven-
tion is therefore not to be understood as lim-
1ted to any particular class of bustles.

I elaim—

Then the reaction of
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1. The herein-deseribed clip, consisting of 3o

the one part, I, in the form of a cross, the two
arims 0 ) of the cross turned toward each other
and brought into substantially parallel planes,
the second part, I{, arranged upon the reverse
side of the part I, and the other two arms, ¢ e,
of the part I closed upon thesaid part K, and

- 50 as to secure thesaid part K to the part I'in

a plane at right angles to the plane of the said
arins O b, substantially as described.

A bustle consisting of several bows piv-
oted by their ends to a body-bow, combined
with a V-shaped spring, its two legs connected
to two of the bows, which said two bows are
themselveshinged together between the points
of connecction of the two legs of said spring,
and the apex of the said spring connected to

i a bow intermediate or between the said two
. bows towhich the legs are connected, the said

spring being constructed at its ends with loops

to forn said connections, substantially as de-
- seribed.
W. . OSBORNE.
Witnesses:

1. C. DREW,
A. T, TERRELL.
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