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10 all whom Tt muy concern:

Beit known that I, WirLLiaAMm HANLEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, 1n the county of Cook and State of Iili-

nois, have invented a new and useful Improve- -

ment in Overshoes; of which the followmg I8
a specification.

My invention relates particularly to an at-

. tachment for overshoes for helding them se-

curely upon the feet.
Heretofore, in overshoes which do not en-

tirely cover the upper portion -of the foot, it
has been necessary to provide a very close fit

over the shoe which i1t is designed to cover to
prevent the overshoe from slipping or being
unintentionally pulled off at the heel, espe-
cially when walking in mud or snow, or after

the rubber, by wear, has lostmportlon of its
- elasticity and become loose on the foot. As
an additional precaution, usually the inside of
theheel portion of the overshoe hasbeen rough-

ened to produce a greater friction against the
heel portion of the shoe over which it is worn.

- The objectof my improvement is to provide

an attachment for overshoes which shall serve
to securely hold them at the heel portions

- thereof upon the heels of the shoes or boots

30 | .
- riment to the article, and of roaghening the
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over which they are worn, and thus do away
with thenecessity of wearing atight overshoe,
which 1s a discomfort to the wearer and a det-

inside of the heel portion,which is objection-

able, because the friction of this portion upon

the heel of the under shoe,occasioned in walk-
ing and in putting on the overshoe and taking

1t off 1njures the former by cutting and serap- |

ing.
In the drawmcrs Figure 1 is a perspecblve

view of an overshoe provided with my im-
provenﬁent and Fig. 2, an enlarged sectional
view showmﬂ' the heel portlon provided with
1nber10r_]atera1 clamps, the clamp on one side

being shown 1n its normal state and that on the

other side in the position to which it is forced
by the insertion of the foot into the.overshoe
to 1llustrate the clamping operation.

A.1s an ordinary rubber overshoe, thouo*h
my improvement isequally &pphcable to over-
shoes formed of other material.

B B are clamps comprising strips of stiff

Spring- steel or other salmble materml pref

| erably elastic, cur Ved as shown at ¢, toward
one extremlty,where 113 18 bent, as shown at p,
in a backward direction. The clamps_ are fast-
ened near their upper ends to opposite inner 55
sides of the. heel portion of the overshoe,
preferably midway between the extremities
thereof, whereby the lower curved portions ex-
tend toward each other, as shown of theclamp
at the leit of Fig. 2. 60
- The clamps may be secured 1n pOSItIOIl as
shown, by bending their upper endsover.edges
of the'overshoe and riveting them to the ]at- |
ter, or In any other suitable manner. If it
shall be desired to conceal the clamps, they 65
may be covered in the manunfacture of the over-
‘shoe by the lining or applied between the lay-
ers of material.
Whatever the manner of fastening the

clamps, their Operatlon 1s as follows: When 70
the overshoe is off the foot, the sides of the |
heel portion are parailel and vertical. When
the foot 18 1nserted, the heel portlon of the
bootorshoe spreads the inwardly-curved parts |
p of the clamps apart, thereby forcing them at 75
or about thelower extremities of theirstraight
-portions,which thus form fulecrumsagainstthe
inner sides of the heel portion, and thus caus-

ing the sides to be forced inward toward their
upper edges. When, therefore, the overshoe 8o
‘18 off the foot,the opening is in its normal con-
dition; butoninserting the foot the effect of the

heel upon the clampsis to reduce the opening
transversely by causing the edges of the heel -
portion of the overshoe to converge, asshown 85
at the right side of Iig. 2, and grasp between
them the opposite sidesof the boot or shoe heel.

| Incidentally the effect of the clamps is tohold

‘the edges of the opening snugly against the
sides of the foot against. the adjacent sides .of go
the boot or shoe, and thus prevent their sepa-
ration therefrom,mth the bending of the foot
in walking, and counsequent wear upon the
sides, and access of dirt, snow, or wet Into the
overshoe - 05

IFor overshoes made of hghtmatemal—-such
as those worn by ladies—in which the heel por-
tions frequently extend high up upon the foot,
the clamps aremade correspondingly lichtand
long, and, if desired, the back part of the heel 100
portion may be stiffened around its upperedge .
| with wire or other suitable materla]
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- While the form of clamp shown and de-| The combination, with dn overshoe, of two
scribed is the best known to me, T do not limit clamps, B, each comprising a strip of stiff ma-

myself to the exaet form thereof, - | terial having a curved portion, ¢, and secured
The overshoe is readily removed from the | near their upper ends to the opposite inner
foot 1n the usual manner—naniely, by pressure | sides of the heel portion, whereby they nor- 20
- exerted at the rear of theheel portion—though | mally converge toward their lower free ex-
direct pulling, such as would beexerted if the tremities, substantially as and for the purpose
overshoe were stuck in mud or snow,will not | set forth. | |
- effect its withdrawal, and the bent ends p of ' | | |
10 the clamps, by presenting flat or backward | WILLIAM HANLEY.
curved extremities, prevent them from catch- | | |
Ing into the shoe or boot while the overshoeis | - In presence of— |
- being removed. | o | J. W. DYRENFORTH,
What I claimas new, and desire to sccure by Cias. E. GorTON,
15 Letters Patent, is—- | - | | |

Cr

|




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

