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To all whoni it mcu CONCEFTL:

Be it known that I, TILGHMAN W LANI&.- |

FORD, ,0f Sharptown, in the county of Wi-
| comico and State of Maryland, have invented
5 certain new and useful Improvements in
. Crates; and I do hereby declare the following
to be ‘lfl.lll clear, and exact-description of the
~ invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the dI‘t to which it pertains to make and
- *o use the same. '
My invention relates to emtes and more
‘especially to covers for crates. =
The object of my invention is.to prowde a
. crate with devices to. secure the cover when
15 placed in position. -
"~ The invention cousists in the features of
_ construction heremaftei fully described and
claimed.
In the '1(3(30111})‘11:]3 mg drawings, Flgme 118
20 a perspective of my improved crate with the
cover removed. Fig. 2 is a vertical section
on the line 2 x of Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is a per-
spective view of the“coverj taken.i’rom 1S
- under side. | Ny
25 The letter A indicates the crate, which is
shown as circular, and made from staves in
two layers, 1nter]apped to break joints, and
with inner and outer hoops; but any preferred
.construaction of crate may be employed. |
30 B B represent cleats secured to the inner
~ side of the crate diametrically opposite each

other, and extending from the bottom to the

top edge of the crate. - The cleats B B are
beveled at each side, as seen at b, and just
35 below their upper’ ends they are tlansversely
‘grooved, the lower wall of the groove be-
ing horizontal, while -the upper wall 18 1n-
. clined or undercut. The crate, as thus con-
structed, is adapted to receive the {ruit-boxes

1o G, which are here shown as hexagonal, and |

are arranged in layers one above the other.

- The beveled cieats, it will be seen, fit within -

5

‘then

o’

the space between the two adjacent boxes of
each layer of boxes, and thus limit their lat-
eral movement.
only serve as stops to prevent undue jarring

of the boxes, but also re- enforce and Strengthen
the crate. -

D represents the crate- cover,. consmtmg 01:'
an outer section or cover proper, d, and -an 30
inner section or locking-disk, ¢, whlch is pro-
vided at opposite points W1th recesses G G, “
adapted to register with the upper ends of bhe

| cleats B B. The periphery of the disk d' 1is

beveled at diametrically-opposite points adja- =5
cent to the recesses G (3, to form inclined pro-
jecting edges H H, which coincide with the
undercut grooves of the -cleats to hold the

cover 1n place.

It will be app;"trent thaf to secure-the cover 6o .

it is only necessary to place 1t upon the crate

with the recesses G G opposite the cleats, and
give the cover a slight turn to force the |
inclined edges I H of the disk d into the
grooves of the cleats.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desu‘e to secure by Letters Patent
1s—

The comblmtlon with a crate, box, or other
vessel, of 0pp031tely -arranged cleats having 70

03

| grooves, the lower walls of W]JICh are.horizon-

tal and the upper walls inclined, and a cover
provided on its under face with a disk, d’,said -
disk provided with recesses G G, and "having
its periphery beveled to form inclined edges 7: .
H H, which coincide with the grooves in the.
cleats, substantially as deseribed. -
In testimony whereof I have swned thls
specification in the presence of two Subscrlb
ing witnesses.
TILGHMAN W. LANKFORD
- Witnesses:
THOS. F. J. RIDDR
I, M. SLEMONS.

The strips or cleats B B not 45 -
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