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To all whom it may concermn: . __
_Be it known that I, WirriaM P. CLARK, of
Elberton, in the county of Elbert and State of
- Georgia, have invented a new and useful Im-
5 provement in Cotton-Choppers, of which the
following is a specification. |
‘My invention relates to improvements in
cotton-choppers; and it consists in the pecu-
~llar construection and arrangement of parts, as
hereinafter fully described, and pointed out
1n the claims. - | -
Figure 1 is'a side elevation of my improve-
ment. Higs. 2 and 3 are perspective views of
one of the hangers and pivoted bracket, re-
15 Spectively. . | |
- Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures. -
- Referring to the drawings by letter, A rep-
resents the beam, and a the handles. To the
sides of the beam A are. secured the hangers
b, in which the axle ¢ of the wheel C is jour-
‘naled. The axle cis provided at one end with
a bevel gear-wheel, d, which meshes with the
bevel gear-wheel e on the shaft f.
25 .f 18 journaled in the laterally-projecting arm
0" on one of the hangers », and in the down-
wardly-projecting and weighted arm ¢’ of the
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bracket g, pivoted to the rear end of the beam |
A. On theshaft farerigidly secured the cut-

ters or knives h, so as to be revolved withsaid
shaft. To the rearwardly-projecting arm ¢
of the bracket g is pivoted the lower end of
the rod ¢, which extends up along one of the
35 on, 8o that it will be held in the position to
- which it has been moved. | |

‘From the above-described construetion it
will be seen that as the wheel C revolves, the
shatt f and its knives & will also be revolved.
In order to throw the bevel gear-wheel e of
the shaft f out of gear with the bevel gear-
wheel d on the axle, and thus stop the shaft f
without stopping the machine, the rod ¢ is
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pulled upward, when the bracket ¢ will be |

them to slide in their bearings.-

‘besecured to the rear of the plow-beam A.

The shaft

‘handles @, and is engaged by a catch, %, there-

| turned upon its pivof-, and the shaft f and its 45

gear-wheel ¢ moved endwise to the position
shown in dotted lines, thereby throwing the
sald gear-wheels out of gear. When it is de-
sired to start the shaft f and its knives 2, it

will only be necessary to disengage the rod i so

from the catch &, when the shaft § will be
moved forward by the weighted arm ¢’ of the
bracket g, and the gear-wheel ¢ made to mesh

with the gear-wheel d. ;

-1t will be noticed that in order to permit of g5
thisendwise movement of the shaft £, thejour-
nals of the said shaft are elongated to permit
Plows {, for throwing soil to the plants, may
60

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18— o |

1. In a cotton-chupper, the combination,
with a beam, a drive-wheel, and a bevel gear- 65
wheel on the end of its axle, of an angular
bracket pivoted to the rear end of the beam,

a shaft having one end journaled in the said
bracket and its other end in a fixed bearing,

a bevel-wheel on one end of the shaft, knives 7o
or cutters on the said shaft, and means for
turning the said bracket on its pivot to move
the shaft longitudinally, as and for the pur-
pose seb forth. | .

2. In a cotton-chopper, the combination, 75
with the beam A and the hangers b, one of
which is provided with the arm {’,of the wheel
C, the bevel gear-wheel d on the end of its
axle, the bracket g, pivoted to the rear end of
the beam, the shaft j, journaled in the arm ', 8c
and bracket g, the knives 2 on the shaft £, the |
rod 7, pivoted to thearm g of the said bracket,
and catch £, for engaging the rod, substan-
tially as herein shown and described. |

- WILLIAM P. CLARK.
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W. C. YoUunGg,

JOHN P. SHANNON.
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