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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES A. VVELLIETG-

TON, of Lexington, in the county of Middlesex | the hole.

and State of Massachusetts, a citizen of the
5 United States, have invented a new and useful

Improvement in Covers for Fire-Place Ash-
* Chutes, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact deseription, reference being had to.

- the accompanying drawings, forming a part
[O
- It is common to arrange in fire-places and
for open grates and for stoves an escape-pas-
sage for ashes opening from the floor of the

~ fire-place or bottom of the open grate or stove,
15 or fromtheunder surface of the compartments
usually known asthe ‘‘ash-pit,’’ and extending
‘into a receptacte below. This opening has
generally been clogsed by a valve or platehinged

to open in one direction only. As this plate

20 or valve is covered by the grate and by ashes,

access to it is quite inconvenient, and it is |

cenerally customary to open fhe same Dby

means of a poker or otber similar device in- |

" gerted below the grate and brought to bear
upon the surface of the plate or valve to tip or
turn it, and as the valve or plate turns only in
one direction it is a matter often requiring
time and experimenting to determine where

to apply the end of the poker in order to tip
30 or open the device. - | |
By my invention the valve or plate is hung
~ so that it may be tipped in either direction by
the application of pressure to either of the
side edges thereof, and consequently can be
easily operated, and overcomes the defects of
the construction to which I have referred.

- In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical cen-

~ tral section of a fire-place and ash - receptacle

with my improvement in place. Fig. 21s a

perspective view of the casing and plate. - Fig.

3 is a vertical section upon the linez z of Fig.

2, showing, however, the plate open in dotted
outline and closed in full lines. Fig.4isade- |
tail view of the casing. Fig. 5 is adetail view
of one end of the frame. | -

A representsanopenfire-place. Bisthegrate

40

45

~ therein. Cistheash-pitorspaceinto whichthe |

 ashes fall from the grate. D is the ash-chute

of this specification, in explaining its nature. |

Fig. 2,) and, second, upon the pivots which

| used will act as stops in preventing the plate .

or conductor, which has the opening d at its

[ cast-metal casing or frame E, which has the

ledge ¢, which bearsupon the shoulder ¢’about
There ig formedin the end sections,

¢, of the frame the recesses ¢’, which extend
from the upper surface downward upon the 55
| inner side of each of these end sections and

have the roundedshoulders or rests ¢'. These
recesses form the bearings for the projections

or pivots ¢°, which extend from each end of
the covering plate or valve E', and in connec- 60
tion with the pivots furnish the support there-
for. The plate when inserted in the casing
will have its upper surface flush with the up-
per edge of the casing. It will be seen from
this construction that the valve or plate can 65

‘be turned in two directions—first, upon the
pivots in position in Fig. 2, the side f of the
plate E being thrown down and the remain-

der of the plate being, of course, elevated, (see
70
are shown as elevated, the side f being thrown
down and the remainder of the plate elevated.
" To prevent the plate from falling through
the hole which it covers in-case it should be-
come disengaged from the casing, 1 have ex-
tended across the central part of the casing
from end to end the rod ¢, which divides the
space into two parts, and furnishes an obstruec-
tion past which the plate cannot fall when dis-
lodged from its bearings. | o

It will be observed that fhe pivotal points
are so arranged in relation to each other that
the portion of the plate at one side thereof 1s
heavier than the portion at the other side, so
that upon removing the pressure with which
the plate has been tilted or turned and the
turning of the plate from the inclined station-
ary position which itoccupies when fally open
the plate will automatically resume its hori-
zontal position and the pivots which are not

from falling below the casing. _ .

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States— . _

1. The combination, with a fire-place hav-
ing a discharge-passage, of the casing L, fitted
to such passage and having the right and leit
bearings ¢’ ¢ ¢° ¢*, and the covering-plate F',

95

=0 upper end. Into this opening is inserted the | having right and lelt pivots e ¢ ¢ e, the piv- 1O -
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- ots projecting {rom the cnds of the plate *111(1 ’ The: cmnbmablon of the casing I, having =
- adapted to fit the recess, as set forth. SR :bearmfrs ¢, and the protecting or securing
2. Anash-chute covering-plate Wthh f01 ms { eross- 10(1 01:' stop ¢, with the éljlatefE’i,;havin;g; SRR
~ thebottom of an ash- -pit, and which is provided | the projections or pivots ¢, which enter the =
5 with two distinct pairs of bearing-pivots, com- ‘bearing-recesses, all substdutm]lv as md fm 15

. bined with a frame or casing to support the fthe purposes descubed S ; |
~ said plate, wher eby the plate may be tilted | o CHAS A “rlq LLI\ GTO\T' - -

~upon either of the two pairs of pivots, and Witnesses
- whereby theashes nn} be dlsehqrwed 111 elther & D O R.M MOND 2(]
10 of the two directions. S jf FRED. B. DOLAN.
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