(No Model.) |
H. 0. CANFIELD.

BUSTLE.
No. 875,923. - Patented Jan. 3, 1888,

M;‘7E 55,5,

G. G S it
B.G. G

N. PETERS, Photo.Lithographer, Washingten, D, C,




10

- UNTTED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

HENRY O. CANFIELD, OF BRIDGEPORT, CONNECEICUT, ASSIGNOR TO THE
. CANFIELD RUBBER COMPANY, OF SAME PLACE.

BUSTLE.

-

——

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 375,923, dated J anuary 3, 1888.
| Applicn-tiﬂn filed October 17, 1887. Serial No. 252,593. (Xo model.) |

el

—u —

To all whom it mail Concerh:
- Be it known that I, HENRY O. CANFIELD, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bridge-
port, in the county of Fairfield and State of
Connecticut, have inveuted certain new and
useful Improvements in Folding Bustles; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skiiled 1n the artto
which it appertains to make and use the same.
My invention is an improvement upon my

~ former Letters Patent, No.359,240,dated March

15, 1887, and has for its object to improve cer-

tain features thereof in compliance with the

Iy

- construetion, which will be hereinafter fully
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ever-changing -demands of the trade.
With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in certain improvements in the details of

explained, and specifically pointed out in the
claims. S
Intheaccompanying drawings, forming part
of this specification, Figure 1 1s a central sec-
tion illustrating my improved bustle In the

distended position, and Fig. 2 a similar view

illustrating it in the collapsed position.
It is of course well understood that a bustle

to be salable must be stylish, and thatthe style

of bustle required is a matter wholly depend-
ent upon the manner in which fashion decrees
that skirts should be draped.

One of the present requirements of thetrade |

is for a folding bustle, small, narrow, flat at
the top, and suspended entirely below the belt.
These requirements are perfectly met by the

novel bustle which I will now deseribe.

1 denotes a body-piece which is curved over

~ at the top and extends downward on opposite
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sides of the bustle.

2 denotes back pieces or skirts of textile fab-
ric, to which the opposite sides of the body-
piece are secured. The upper ends of these

skirts are stitched to the belt 3, and their in-

ner edges are connected by a'lacing-cord, 4,

~ crossed in the usual manner, whereby the size
and width of the bustle are made adjustable :

within reasonable limits.

5 denotes curved ribs, any number of which
may be used, the opposite ends of which are
pivotally secured to the opposite sides of the
body-piece. | |

| 6 denotes a connecting-strip attached to the
body-piece at the top and to each of the ribs.
This connecting-strip may or may not be ex-
tended to the belt, the first form being shown

in the drawings. . . 55

Whether extended to the belt or not, itis a
feature of my present construction that the
bustle shall be loosely connected to -the belt,
and shall beentirely below it,as elearly showmn.
The body-piece is held in place by its attach- 6o
ment to the skirts,the npper ends of whichex-
tend above it and are then attached to the
belt. -- - o
7 denotes the returning-springs, which are

preferably wire coils. Oneend of thesesprings 65
is attached to one of the intermediate ribs at a
distance from its pivotal point, and the other
end attached to the back pieces or skirts near
the bottom thereof. The springs are con- |
‘nected to the bustle by means of sheet-metal 70
links 8, which are eyeleted to the skirtsand to
one of the ribs, and are provided with holes 9
for convenience in attaching the ends of the
springs thereto. Inorder toinsurethereturn
of the lower ribs—that is, the two or more be- 75
low the intermediate rib to which the return- -
ing-springs are attached—a vertical brace, 10,

is provided in this class of bustles, the upper
end of which is connected to the rib to which
the springs are attached, and the other end to 8o
the lower rib. These braces have been held

in place in various ways, principally by tying.
This mode of securing the braces in place has
been found seriously objectionable, both on
account of the increased cost of production, 835
owing to the great amount of hand labor re-
quired in tying the cord, and the fact that in

use the cords quickly become wornin the eye- -
lets and break. The cords, moreover, detract
oreatly from the neatnessand general appear- ocC
ance of the bustle. My present improvement
wholly overcomes these serious objections by
providing a flexible strip, 11, which servesas
a-support for the brace, and also as a hinge-
connection to the ribs, permitting the bustle 95
to be collapsed and distended an unlimited
pumber of times without strain upon either
ribs or brace. This strip ordinarily consistsof

a strong textile web which extends along the

| back of the brace, ag clearly shown in Ifig. 2, 1co
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is eyeleted to the opposite ends thereof,and is | backing for the braceand also as a hinge-con-
then eyeleted to thesaid intermediate and bot- | nection to the ribs, permitting the bustle to be 20
- tom ribs. The web is thus made to serveasa | collapsed without strain upon either brace or
firm backing or support for the brace, and at | ribs. - _ '
5 the same time it permits sufficient play be- 2. In a bustle, the combination, with the
tween the ribs and brace to avoid all strain | body-piece, a series of ribs pivotally secured
and wear. | thereto, and a strip connected to the body- 25 1
Having thus described my invention, I | piece and all of the ri1bs, of returning-springs
claim-~- 7, vertical brace 10, and a flexible connection
(o 1. A bustle consisting of a belt, skirts se- | between said brace and the intermediate rib,
cured thereto, a body-piece secured to the | to which the springs are attached.
skirts, ribs pivotally secured to the opposite In testimony whereof L affix my signature in 30
sides of the body-piece, returning-springs | presence of two wibtnesses.
whose opposite ends are connected to one of

) \/ 1 %
15 the intermediate ribs and to the skirts at the | HENRY O. OANFIELD.
- bottom of the bustle, a vertical brace extend- | = Witnesses: |
ing from said intermediate rib to the bottom A. M. WOOSTER,

rib, and a flexible strip, 11, which serves as a B. E. LEE.
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